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Like most British Columbians, I'm sure you’re proud of our unique wilderness
heritage. And, like most people in the province, you’re no doubt increasingly frustrated
by the failure of the Socred government to provide the leadership necessary to protect
that heritage, or to get tough with their corporate and industry friends who continue to
damage our environment.

This failure of leadership is dramatically evident in the lack of protection for B.C.’s
old-growth forests.

According to a recent study, only seven per cent of the province’s old-growth trees
have been protected within provincial or federal parks, and ecological reserves. The
study also shows some tree species are nearing extinction in B.C.

We need immediate action - not the token gesture offered by the Socreds.
Specifically, we need a logical, technical approach to identifying and preserving
old-growth stands.

Both inside and outside the legislature, I have been calling for just such action. Yet
the Socreds’ reaction has been disappointing and neglectful. Once again they’ve shown
just how out of touch they are with the rest of B.C. Even Environment Minister Bruce
Strachan, in a debate with me, indicated that old-growth trees should be looked at in
terms of "benefit" rather than preservation.

Enclosed for your information are transcripts of that debate, my recent news release
dealing with this issue, and highlights of the recent government study on old-growth

stands. Sincerely,
%M
Dan Miller, MLA

New Democrat Forests Critic

Slaughterand Liquidation o f B C dndact Bdrests

By Will Koop,
January 31, 2020
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iForests that coul d be cdHroaghaui BritisreGblunebm. InfBatishd g r ¢
Columbia,6 d gr owt h has become a political 1issue
including forestry practices, has increased. A major debate concerns harvesting wood fibre and
preserving remaining oldrowth forests for other values such as ecologicalpecaic, social and

cultural (Juday 1988; Rolston 1986}

Biogeoclimatic Zones of British Columbia
A ‘y

| am a lifelong resident of British Columbia and have spent over 30 wtarggling todefend and
helpingmanyothers to defendhe integrityof someof the waters, forestspeciesand lands vthin that
colonialterritory. During my lifetime Iwasfortunate tovisit, investigateand documentany places and
vastlandscapesxtendingfrom thetemperate coastal forest lands to the interior dry and wet belt
forestlanddo the CanadiaRodies | haveboth withessethe awesoméeauty andlestructiveslaughter
of theserecently intacforest lands? participated in hearings, conferences, debaestoursconcerning
tha slaughter, and have undertaken research and writing of numerous reportieanekpioses.

1 Old-Growth Forests: Problem Analysislinistry of Forests Research Branch, January 1990, page 1.
2 From about the year 1900 onwards.
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| have defenddt he publ i c6s
waterforested lands for ochof that time THAMK Y‘M \

andhave comeéo understand theritical ME TRO VA NCOUVER /

nature andully functioningvalue thabld
intact forestlands havia providing the
best water possible for both peepind all
cr eat i o n.0rbatisprinardytwhyr
| and others formed the BC Tap Water
Alliance in February 199'And, afternine
years ofefforts that is why the Lower
Mainl anddés drinking
Metro Vancouver residents were finally
re-protected on November 10, 1999
whereinarestill foundremnantstands of
low and higher valleyancient anald ==
growth forestsThe administrators, S
professionals anditizenrythatoriginally n..%’ %
fought toprotectthe forestsfor Metro
Vancouver and/etro Victoria .
consumptre wateruse(19051 1927)also \ \l’m‘w,‘ o
undersbvodtherich value of theold i WALRES ST
forests,with provincial medial health offcersalsoextolling theaddedvirtue of community watershed
protedion for wildlife within thesdegislatechavens?

When theBC government used to have
functioningresearclbodies / lbanches
within the Environment and Forests
Ministries,conscentiousresource
scientists and technicians provided
insightful evaluation of our forest lands
for the publ i csdéckhas
the following and perhaps last, critical
statement made in 1991n A i nt &
forest cover

Forests play a vital role in
regulating water supply and
maintaining pristine water
quality in British ColumbiaThe
relatively small percentage of
the provincid forestland base
that is within community Photoof Greeley Creek watersheBlevelsoke City water supply,
watersheds combineadith the from Will Koopés 2013 reportThe Big Eddy

high proportion of the population

that dependsn this type of water supply, indicates the high valu®msts in watersheds.

Author’s 2002 photo of the intact Greeley Reserve. British Columbia’s oldest. intact community Watershed Reserve.

3 After the Coquitlanwatershed was protected through federal legislation in 1910, and after the Seymour and Capilano
watershed were protected in 198¥ thre watersheds were removed from their legislatively tenured protectesisth®&7.
4Theconcerns about idlife pratection extended to thestablishment afigane reservesin BC, which by the early 1960s,
seemed to have mysteusly disappeared.
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The quality andjuantity of water within a warsheds

largely a functiorof the intact forest cover. Tree cove!

controls snowstorage and melt rates by snow d 4 | | :

interception, shading, avdind ablation, influencing PUBLIC NO’EICE i heaeby gl tlhat e Govﬁmine,;t
i i i d f: -t

both yleld and streamflovireak flows with their (e)m l‘(?l?l?dlal’lg 215?16:;: nexogrhggiﬁglodpgfr%(:)sglsutla; Ia'llll(xﬁ

Consequent h|gh SO“ erosion rawereduced b an as shown within the heavy lines on map below.
intact forest cover.

Water quality is best maintained in forested
watershedsOn the coast, forested watersheds have
landsliderates many times less than comparable
watersheds. Slopsability is enhanced by the tree
roots anchoring thsteeply slopd soils. An intact
forest cover shields the sdibm raindrop erosion, as
do the organic soil horizon®verland flow of water is
extremely rare in forestadatersheds because of the
high surface infiltration througtine wellstructured :
fored soils, andbecause of the macpermeability

) person in any mangier ogeupying or takin
on vf these lands, or cutting down or mjun

provided by earttworm holes, borrows, amadtted root | - ROBER'T ROGEES
channels. As a consequence, rates of sugaite S —
erosion are very low in forested watershéds. 1910 Feleral OderIn-Couwncil for

protection of Coquitlam watershed lands

In 1991is whenthegovernrmeri s For est Resources
Commission releaskts final reportwhich wasone yeabefore the 1992 world environment conference
in Rio deJaneirgandfouryeardb e f or e g o v er n meForesd Fractites &€ddé Achng of t h

|l ncorporation of t hegt @wtmh@ideGrodth BaviewProbegses fA ol d

Areview of the origins -gfowthkot e®e emsi o tyedr 1B/&rnp iwh h &
American sciencand researcliterature.® By the early 1980s the term began to be widely incorporated

as a new concept uadpioneeringesarchscientists such as Gerry Frankiiwho investigated the

ecological and structural complexities and biological diversitjl@Douglas Firforest regimes. Prior,

terms such as fAi-mbhtdyuyoefimafideeadefbdygatdis t vaegrnea nu s, et
by professional foresters in British Columbia, while conservationists sometimealiesade terms such
asipri memat Aancientodo to describe the same.

The new concept of Aol d gr osetwithinthecengeat ofinténse pubk k e s
concerns in Minnesota and in the Pacific Northwéstre raging logging controversies were fought in

5 Ecosystems of British Columbislinistry of Forests Research Branch and Forest Sciences Section, February 1991. The quote

i s mentioned in trhmeWaddmotrdsTWwmO®dmwnyw.ook,Hi story of Britist

Reservesin chapter8.4.1.MMhe Ecosystems of BC Research Repor,tdo Bnapghea sli2z

51 n 19 7eérchigroup assoeiated with this work recei@edquest from a National Forest planner for assistance in

characterizingoldy r owt h f or est s; as -bgrewthfanests aretmore fhat st komehbig olt theast butove d

dondt k n o wdedtribevtheen! Cowdd youogroup provide uswita mor e compl et e characteri

convened at Wi nd River, Washington, in 1977, {Groetduced a

DouglasFi r Forest s o (1981laAllkurrénnatteanptslat exdlogiearadions of oldgrowth Douglasir are

based on the 1977 synthesis and subsequent r eGrenvhiardst, mu c

Wil dl i fe Ha hengthy tuot®from,genaral Tethnical Report PNGTR Issue 285, age 62.

"AiForest ecosystems that have developed over a |l ong perio
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the courts. As a resuiff many convergingiocumstancegsoncerning thenismanagemerand ckarcutting
of American forest landspas in 1982 the United States fedeFakestService initiated ar©ld-Growth
Wildlife Habitat Research and Development Progranei®tg CommitteeThree years later ih985
recommendations from th&teeringCommitteeresuled inthe formation of th®ld-Growth Definitions
Task Grougn 1986.8 By 1988, the Forest Service
created th®©Ild-Growth Task Groupanda : _

fir e c on®ldGrawth€Caenchitted®in 1992. él\?clll(eégarf:;c}'setrfg'a%nﬁsc N Block 16 - M

B

As is the case for British Columbia in general,
adoption of leading United States forest sceen
research and developmédnt the Unversity of BC
and government reaech departmeniagged before
the BC government finally adopted the G@rowth
Strategy process in 198¢hen the terniiBrazil of
the Nortld was wsed bythe corerned public to
describethe slaughteiof BCG forestsPrior tothe
old-growth strategy processeke provincial
government initiated the formation of a Forest
Resources Commission public process. In April 1
it published its final reporiThe Future of Our
Forests

Canada's Forest

The mesages they [the public] gave the ”BRAZIL OF THE NORTH”

Commission were as complerdavaried as e e ek e

the peopléhemselves, but one theme O aardons and vt 16 ths oo and st o managed By 1ogG
underlined virtually everything we hearthe R
status quo is not good enough. The way thg i, w1 s e e v A L s S e
forests and their many values are currently SRR ot e i s e s
being managdby government and industry corbon e he ik 31U 4 (o1 e 1 L W) 1O 10 RIS

is out of step with what the plic expects. It
must change.

Contact.
CANADA’S FUTURE FOREST ALLIANCE
son 235, e T 4 Voo i
sy

Bnes, Bllh Columbla, Canada V00 150
e i vl Pt

Driving the current | evel of dissatisfaction
for their economic worth, the forest resources now representch wider range of values

aesthetic, environmental, satispiritual, and many more. That shift in values underlies much of

the conflict that has dominated the debate over forest resources in the last few years.

Very early in the exercise, the Comsian recognized that any changes in the way the forests are
managed to reflect a full range of values will depend on aenalbmpassing vision of what we

want from our forests, and what are acceptable practices to get us there. That Vision Statement is ¢
simple statement of principle that has led to many recomatiems for change?

8 Concerns ar e -growghrfogestsiand tleein vanipus fuadtigisuch as providing habitat for wildlife.

Consequently, disposition of elgrowth forests has become an important and controversial issue indamdanning on

National Forestsmad Bur eau of Land Management L andask@rouQremotingerini r o m t
Definitions for OldGrowth DouglasFir and MixedConifer Forests in the Pacific Northwest and Califorli#sDA Research

Note PNW447, July 1986.

9 EasternOld-Growth Forests: Prospects for Rediscovery and Recobgriviary Byrd Dais, page 234.

0 ntroduction, page 6.



Of interest, despite the prominent role from thegilowth strategy processand research studies

underwd since 1989theSandy PeeCommission report said very little altoold-growth forests, their

function and future roldn fact, the final reponteferencethe wordsand er mghiowtd ho onl y ¢
times The following quwteis where two of those seven instasioecur

The current timber endowment consists largélyoi ol d gr owt hd trees t hat
wood at harvest than will the Asecond growth
regimes. Those current timber management regimes and yieldateins are not designed to
replace old growt inventories with an equal volume of wood. That means there could be a
Afall downo of the inventory,

Where the~orest ResurcesCommission got & history factsvrong is
thatthere used to ban embracingivision statemeimtpublished in the
Gordm Sloan Forest Resurces ©@mmissiords final report in 195,
albat lackingsome of thdater refined siencebased concepts and
language.

A sustained yield policy, perpetuating darest standsyill not
only provide a continuity of wood supply essettamaintain
our forest industries, primary and secondaryt) consequent
regional stability of employment, buill also ensure a
continued forest cover adequateptrform the inaluable
functions of watershed protectistream flow and ruoff
contrd, the prevention of sogrosion, and of providing
recreational and scenic areasd a home for our wild bird and |
animal life 1

Gordon Sloan

The perpetuation of the forespbverfor purposes other than the

production of timber fall into apecial category. | refdor instanceto watershed protectiori and
othermultiple forest uses. A tree is a plamd to secure an economic rettnom the soil
producing its growtlthe tree must beanvested. At theame timeit must be kept in minthat a
tree may be of more iz in place in the forest than wheonverted into lumbet?

The root ofsocietys problemsregarding theslaughterand liqudationof BCGs old forestsbeganwith
what | will collectively refer to agthe corporate forest stéehichtook shapeby the early 195Qsat
which timethe Social CrediPartyadministratiorsystematically ddicaied and assignddrest landsn
newly created timber supplglanningareaboundaris, }* the catroversesabout the Forest Minist
taking bribesconcerning thgranting offiperpetw@lo Forest Management Licees (laterfi25-yean Tree
Farm Licences)and by the 1960s with tHermation ofa primary lobbying forcehe BC Council of
Forest IrdustriesThe 1945 Sloan Commissiaivision stateme@waswilfully ignored abandonedswept
aunderthe rugdburiedby evergrowing waves of greecddmiristratve mismanagementand coruption,
thetragic and acrificial backgroundehindthe 50 centson the allar.0

11 Report of the Commissioner Relating to Forest Resources of B2.9 45, page 128. Not e: Afwat e
drinking watershed. 0

12 The termfiwatershed at the time denotedi@ommunity watershed Referto Chapters 2 and 4in Will Koop& 2013 report,

The Big Eddy, fomore on this historyat www.bctwa.org.

3 1bid., page 127.

14 Public and Private Working Circles, Tree Farm Management and License lands, created during a comprelegnsiyeoinv

B C 6 sestfamds as published in the 195antinued Forest Inventory of British Columhiacument.

6
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Evolution of Public Sustained Yield Units or Timber Supply Areas (in pink/red)

1957) in BC.

and Tree Farm Licenses (in green/and red




BCd& Old Growth Strategy Process An Inexcusable Failure

BC&s fiCrowno or publicforestlands were formerladministeredinderthe Lands administration (121
1945, adepartmerts functionthat wasdivided intwo in 1945 at the end of th&loanForest
Commissionrenamed.ands and Fests By 1962,the administration oBCé forestandswasstill with
theLands Departmeriut became itegratedwith anotheDepartmenbr Ministry: Lands, Bregs and
Water ResurcesReurce @velopments and issues public forest landsvereto be coperativdy
considered undemaadministative umbrella Ministrywhere there was a semblancedfipartite
accountability However, goverment records revealdhthere had been a working schism in platthiw
the Forest &vice, whereby faest administrators wouldften carry the upper hand in decision making.

~ The stakes are hi

At — Ocl-6/54.
By GLENN BOHN :
- Sun Environment Reporter
No other province in Canada has its political
. agenda so dominated by naiural resource and
wilderness conflicts as British Columbia.

And no other province has so much at stake,
because B.C. has the widest range of ecological
zones and wildlife habitats in Canada.

Here, too, are massive mineral resources,
some of the world’s richest salmon runs, a rapidly
exanding tourism industry, vast untapped hydro-
electric power, the nation’s largest winter popula-
tion of birds, and the forests that produce haif the
timber logged in Canada.

Ours is the province that still has the luxury of

deciding whether wilderness watersheds like
Carmanah, Stein and Khutzeymateen should be
“developed’ or “preserved.”

And it is home to a people with a deep love of
nature, the province where Greenpeace, now a
three-miilion-member, $35-million-a-year inter-
national organization, was born.

Today, there are about 400 environmental
groups in B.C. and the debate reverberates from
the backwoods to the boardrooms, from native
Indian villages to big-city suburbs. But this
environmentally conscious population is losing its
patience.

Sustaining the Living Land, a June 1989 report
by a.B.C. cabinet-appointed Task Force on the

L 24

gh in B.C.

Environment and Economy, warned that the
debate over natural resource decisions is leading
to “frustration, cynicism and concern.”

It is an understatement in a province that has
seen more than 200 demonstrators arrested in
the past few years in South Moresby, Clayoquot
Sound and Strathcona park.

Today, The Vancouver Sun’s week-long series
on the environment updates three major issues
in B.C., and looks at the viability of sustainable
development. And we give readers a chance to
see where they fit when it comes to 7 environ-
mental profiles identified by a national poll.

® Details, B3, B4, B5, A6, C1

PAGE SUPPLEVIENT
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The finaltakeoverby the Forest &rvice statedduringthe secondSocial Credit administratio(l1976
1991)in 1978, withthe creation of hefirst standaloneMinistry of Forests, with its new legislative
auttority and termsThis is wherthe problems for B@s old growth forests beg to fundamentally
aboundand shiff whenthe Ministry of Landsthe Ministly of Environment, the Ministry of Health were
shunted off to theide This is when th&C public began to orgare itself into dozens and dens of
actionrorientedgroupsandsocidies with seemimgly endless cha-reaction issues everywheand every
day.It wasalwaysin the news, especialin all of BC& newspapergparticularly the Vacouver Sun and
Vancouver lPovince. By1988, the \an@muver Sun began nunwarsfull-pageseries omesource issel
conflicts relating tdforestry, fish, environment andrBt Nations events with would lead toamong
others thecreation of BCG Old Growh StrategyprocessWith the Council of Foredndustries
contractingBurston Marstelbar (199631991),the internatioal public reldéions firm, to counter the publie
oppostion, angerand colletive movementnder the creation dhefgrass root3BC Forest Aliance,
efforts were made taeconditionthe masses, ¢ fit in with the forest industi industrial paradignunder
Ike Barbeés iWorking Foesb book title Eventually underthe BC Liberals administration (2062017)
came the implementation tife iNot Undulyo restrictionclausein the Forest and Range Praices Act
that astheforestindustry had anticipatetielpedtrump public concerngind protests
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Meeting Notice

Old-Growth Workshop

The Forest Service is sponsoring a “by
invitation only” workshop on the subject of
“Towards An Old-Growth Strategy” to be
held in Parksville, November 3-5, 1989, at
the Bayside Inn. Invitations were issued by
the Ministry in September.

The workshop is being organized by Dr.
Bruce Fraser’s Salasan Associates Inc. and
in-house public involvement specialist
Gordon Erlandson. Speakers include Tom
Spies who will speak on the U.S. old-growth
experience, Bruce Devitt of CPFP on the
technical questions of old-growth inven-
tory, Hamish Kimmins of UBC on old-
growth definitions. John Cuthbert, provin-
cial Chief Forester will speak on the Minis-
try of Forests commitment to achieve an
appropriate old-growth strategy and the
process to be used to generate it.

And while the workshop is intended to
design a first draft of a provincial strategy
paper, this effort must also be “consistent
with the mandate of the Ministry of For-
estry,” according to introductory materials
provided for the workshop. The current
Forest Act and Ministry of Forests Act
make no mention of old growth. Legislative
changes are likely necessary before an old-
growth strategy can be fully considered.

B,C.'s endangered, threatened,and raré specie
8 Vancouver: [slang marmot,:Queen Ghariotte, /" |
Isiands ermine, Okahagan burowinig owl..

'B.C. has the widest range of ecological zones arealtered. Canadians are among the highest energy

2 s G consumers in the world, and B.C. Hydro electricity

CNR's twin stracking plafts Jby 1 ghotn) :

3 mm"?r o "%%!.v; PR piion duuemnmm::mss.ﬂy&o
; it will need

Adacade ago, a federal-provincial study wamed
that B.C. needs a safe way to get rid of its
hazardous -the B.C mini

waste . environment ministry
estimates that more than 100,000 fonnes of haz-
. mm-;mmw,mm
2 | unknown simply thrown into garbage
TheLower einand il heprov- | e o fushed down b sowers. SpedisaSt
ince's population-dumps primary- bmptshrwn o site a hazardous waste
sewage into the Strait of Georgia and ‘Steln vallgy west ol disposalfacility have failed. More than 100 indus-
Fraser River, one of the richest natural W wAsBrshed In Southwestem'S.C. tries and municipalities which have B.C. waste
salmon runs in the world. The waste &5 i management are dumping more poliut-
mmwmgmmr:.mt allowed.
sewage < oavy UG
“WW chemicals, efc. It is l?i aliey o Vanicouver1sla
matedthat sewage treatment plants| wofil record-sized Sitka Spnice and.Canada
g&m&ﬁmmmmum
put another 30 stadiums full of mixed 1 The temperate rain forests of coastal B.C. are
and rainwater into the ocean habitat for the largest trees in the nation. B.C.
withoutthe benefit of primary treatment.. entexperts estimate thatabout 185,000
es of Iovrd?nvaﬁon coastal old-growth
North Arm oftie Frase Rive, Burrar [ty gt "!70(5‘(;'\}1 Paciaoe wou

— 02 < Inlet and False Creek: all confaminated: t
A1 - Oclibfes. AT boinns asny o astecaarsnama

Above left Forest Fanning Canadgurnalinformationabout the firsOld
Growth Strategy public meeting in Parksville, on Vancouver Island
Novemberl1989.
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An agonizing period of internal program
re-evaluation has begun for the Ministry of
Forests in British Columbia. And for those
ministry officials with even a rudimentary
grasp of political realities, there is an
awareness that not much time is left. Not
much time, that is, to attune their long-
established policies to the reality of broad
public interest in all aspects of forest man-
agement— an interest which is not likely to
fade with time. The Forest Service risks
drastic reorganization imposed upon it
from elsewhere in government if it doesn’t
immediately take steps to reduce the high
level of discomfort many Cabinet ministers
and ML As are feeling about forest issues as
a result of widespread dissatisfaction ex-
pressed from constituents.

Today, itis the public at large, not just so-
called environmental groups, who are
demanding fundamental changes to provin-
cial forest policy. The time for talk is over,
the time for innovative solutions is at hand.

But on the one hand, there are those
within the Ministry who simply dismiss
almost all public concerns over forest man-
agement as simply a tool or smokescreen of
special interest elements whose real objec-
tive is to stop all logging. These individuals
are easy to identify. They have great diffi-
culty holding up their end of a rational
discussion with members of the public. If
Forest Service staff with this kind of rigid
attitude continue to give the impression that
they run the Ministry, then the New Zeal-
and solution to resolving public concerns
about forests cannot be far behind.

In New Zealand, in response to their For-
est Service’s lack of action on public forest
concerns, government stripped the ministry
of all but the most basic of timber manage-
ment duties. Lip service to integrated man-
agement, instead of leadership in meeting
public demands, cost the New Zealand
Forest Service its status as a senior ministry
within government. However, a majority of
our own forest ministry employes — and
I’ve talked to many of them — are ready,
indeed anxious, for meaningful change.

Up to this point, too many public con-
cerns have been dismissed because forest-
ers have seen themselves as rational and
scientific, while the public was considered
to be, at best, misinformed. The answer,
from the industrial foresters’ point of view
was to redouble public education efforts. If
the scientific truth were told, or so the argu-

ment went, then the public would come
around to support the correct viewpoint.

But now, even the foundation of science
is beginning to elude the grasp of some for-
esters. As a result of over a decade of old-
growth research in the U.S. Pacific North-
west, forest science has begun a new leap
forward. And the new data challenge the
views and beliefs of many operational for-
esters to the point that it is difficult for them
accept the new information as being a prod-
uct of science.

I offer the above observations after at-
tending a historic workshop sponsored by
the B.C. Ministry of Forests, November 3-
5, 1989, which was a first attempt by the
Forest Service to begin grappling with the
public policy issue of old-growth forest
preservation and management. The
Parksville gathering included about 80 in-
dividuals drawn from the timber industry,
Forest Service, a few from other govern-
ment ministries, and those other interests
who value the old-growth forests for tour-
ism, recreation, wilderness, native uses,
trapping, ecological values, academic val-
ues, etc. The meeting was historic because
itsignaled for the first time that the ministry
recognized the legitimacy of public interest
in old-growth forests for purposes other
than maximizing their liquidation.

John Cuthbert, Forest Service Chief For-
ester, said the subject of old growth has
been discussed extensively, and that public
advocacy groups have made old growth a
special agenda. Everybody, and John
named a number of agencies, is keeping
abreast of the old-growth research and
management efforts in the United States.
He said it was time “to turn our common
store of information into an action agenda
that will lead to the development of a strat-
egy for the management of old growth in
British Columbia.”

Cuthbert says we need “...to make real
progress in dealing with old growth, to
invent more effective definitions to give
direction to inventories, develop much
more discriminating methods for identify-
ing what sizes of old-growth stands are
necessary to sustain the values people wish
to conserve, to match the full range of pub-
lic objectives for old-growth forests with
appropriate management strategies, to re-
fine the (existing) administrative mecha-
nisms which integrate the efforts of all land
use agencies,” and perhaps most important

The New Science of Old-Growth Forest
Management

of all, we need “a timetable for develop-
ment of an old growth strategy which rec-
ognizes that the options are declining and
may be lost be excessive delay for further
studies. We must strike a balance between
economic obligations based on current for-
est uses and the new demands being made
by an environmentally engaged public.”

At least two of the foresters representing
major logging corporations at the workshop
seemed to have difficulty with the fact that
the issue of old growth goes far beyond
preserving small, representative samples of
old trees. Especially difficult for them was
the reliance which the American old-
growth research places on science in their
investigations. Not only are there special
attributes or values associated with old
growth which warrant preservation in wil-
derness and ecological reserves, but a new
breed of forester is providing the scientific
research foundation allowing all forests to
be managed to maintain old-growth attrib-
utes in the managed or “working” forests.

This is an exciting discovery from the
recent old-growth research. For it appears
that if we are to maintain a healthy second
forest, we’ll probably need to ensure that
we manage the cutting in the remaining old
growth in such a way as to preserve old-
growth forest values. This includes main-
taining a high level of woody debris (large
standing and downed logs), leaving stand-
ing green trees within a traditional clearcut
area in the order of 10-12 trees, or more per
hectare, and perhaps entirely eliminating
the old approach to clearcutting and instead
doing more of a shelterwood cut with the
aim of creating a new forest with two or
more canopies (age classes) within the
same stand.

These are brand new ideas never really
tried in British Columbia. We’ll need o
adjust our cutting or harvesting techniques
to incorporate this “new forestry.” This is
the cutting edge of science in modem forest
management, and it has dramatic implica-
tions for the way we now manage our forest
lands.

I applaud John Cuthbert for supporting
the Parksville workshop efforts, but I'll
wait to see if he is prepared to go as far as
the U. S. Forest Service which has declared
old-growth forests, under a new national
policy, to be so valuable that a “significant
share of them deserve to be protected and
managed for posterity.”  — Bob Nixon

4 Forest Planning Canada 6:1
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An Old Growth Strategy for British Columbia

INTERMINISTRY

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
* Forests (Chairman)
e Environment, Lands and Parks
(Deputy Chairman)
* Economic Development, Small Business
&Trade (Deputy Chairman)
* Tourism (Deputy Chairman)

OLD GROWTH STRATEGY PROJECT

I

[ I

Research & Old Growth

Inventory Values Team
Team

Policy Management Conservation
Development Practices Team | |of Areas Team
Team

Figure 1: Organizational Chart of the Old Growth Strategy Project

Legislature

Figure 7:

Cabinet

An Old Growth Strategy for British Columbia

Old Growth Management: Organizational Structure

Commission on

Resources and
Environment

Provincial Land Use
Body

Ministries

Provincial Old Growth
Working Group:

Resource Managers

Stakeholders

Region

Regional Land Use
Body

Regional Old Growth
Working Group:

Resource Managers
&
Stakeholders

District

Local Land Use Body

Local Old Growth
Working Group:

Resource Managers
&
Stakeholders

Sub-District
Level

Sub-district

Planning
Process

The first stge ofBC& old growth
strategyprocessesccurred from 1989
to 1992.Following this,the old growth
strategywasmore or less parcelled
out, spilling over intoRegional and
Locd Land Use fanning foums,
wherg as a resulgame the
introductionandimplementatiorof

Old Growth Management Areas
(OGMAS). With the impementation of
theForest Practices Code Att 1995
camefiobjectives for td-growth
retentiord which fiwere established as
higher level plan orders(Conserving
Old Growth Forests in BdForest
Practices Bard Special Invdgation
report,page 12)

In itsspecial investigtion of the

British Columbig@s OGMAs, the Forest
Practices Boardtated that abouif70
percent ofthe 55,000 OGMs have no
legal status.. andthe remaining 30
percent have been deddlegal under
the Land Act (Pages 31)
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An Old Growth Strategy for British Columbia

3. INTRODUCTION
3.1 THE ISSUES

Members of the public, public interest groups, professional resource managers and
representatives of industry have expressed increasing concern about the management of old
growth forests in British Columbia. Not only does the forest industry depend heavily on old
growthforits current wood supply, but many new demands arebeing placed on theremaining
old growth to satisfy a broad range of forest values. In parts of the province, meanwhile,
opportunities to reserve representative samples of old growth are dwindling rapidly. These
pressures are leading to increased instances of conflict among supporters of competing land
uses.

Above: Excerpt from 1992 Ol@&rowth Strategy documerelow: Excerpt fromAppendix 1,n January
19900Id-Growth Forests: Problem Analysocument.

APPENDIX 1. The value of old-growth forests

Ecological Value

01d growth is important to wildlife, including fish, and ultimately to the
overall variety of 1ife in an area ("biological diversity"). Many animals
have evolved, taking advantage of the specialized habitats and unique stand
structure in old-growth forests (Meslow et al. 1981). The Northern Spotted
Owl is the most well known of these specialized vertebrates in the Pacific
Northwest. Seventeen other bird and mammal species have been identified
(Meslow et al. 1981) as finding optimal habitat in coastal old growth
Douglas-fir forests. This compares with 29 species of bird and mammals finding
optimal conditions in old-growth forests of California (Verner and Boss
1980). In addition to animals, some plant species (e.g., arboreal Tichens)
find optimal habitat in old-growth forests (Nyberg et al. 1987).

Although individual species such as the spotted owl have served to focus
attention on the issue of liquidation of old-growth forests, the most
important role of these forests is in maintaining biological diversity. It is
the policy of the U.S. Forest Service and the Bureau of Land Management to
manage for viable populations of all species of native wildlife (Meslow
et al. 1981; Anderson 1988). 0ld-growth forests are important to
maintaining biodiversity because they are biologically diverse (Franklin and
Spies 1983; Heinrichs 1983) and provide critical habitat for many species
(Meslow et al. 1981).

01d-growth forests also provide many of the requirements essential for
good fish streams (Sedell and Swanson 1984). Streams in old growth have
considerable amounts of large woody debris; this debris is important for
trapping sediment and providing a diversity of spawning and rearing habitat.
01d forests also provide ample food through Titterfall, and the pools
resulting from the downed logs keep the organic material in the stream long
enough to be processed.

12



FOR:

1.1 THE OLD GROWTH STRATEGY MAKES OVERALL RECOMMENDATIONS

e The values represented by old growth that should be recognized and protected.

¢ The public involvement and decision-making process that should be used to ensure
that the old growth values areincorporated inland use planning and resource management.

¢ The conservation framework that will ensure both protection of representative stands
of old growth and the applicationofsuitableresourcemanagementpracticesthatconserve
old growth values outside of protected areas.

e Theresearch and inventory and socio-economic analyses that should be done to inform
all parties responsible for implementing the strategy.

» The organizational structure and planning processes of administrative bodies, along
with the stakeholder involvement to deliver the strategy.

Forest Sector forms,

old growth %
committee

The B.C. Forest Sector Old Growth Committee ‘'was
formed in recognition of the overwhelming importance
of the old growth issue to the people, communities and
businesses that depend on the use of British Colum-
bia’s forest resources. Well over half of the province’s
forests are old growth and for the next half century the
province’s forest industry will rely on old growth in the
working forest as the transition is made to the harvest of
managed second growth.

There simply isn’t any other choice.
If we forego the logging of old growth,
we will have to stop logging in B.C.
for a long time.

Sotheissue is not one of whether we log old growth, but
rather what we do through management to conserve
old growth values.

The committee members include the IWA Canada, the
Truck Loggers Association (TLA), Canadian Women in
Timber, Share B.C., the Council of Forest Industries
(COFI), the Northern Interior Lumber Sector (NILS),
Cariboo Lumber Manufacturers’ Association (CLMA)
and the Interior Lumber Manufacturers’ Association
(ILMA). These organizations are all represented on the
provincial government sponsored Old Growth Strategy
Project.

Since it was formed in mid-1990 the Old Growth
Committee has supplied information on old growth
issues to the forest sector, provided a forest sector point
of view on development of the provincial strategy and
learned agreatdeal about other points of view regarding
old growth forests, their use and conservation.

Aboveand below Excerps from the 1992 Old Growth Strategy document.
Left: Excerpt from the farst industrgs B.C. Forest Séar Old Growth
Commitee promotiona8-pageparer, Old Growth: Whatis at Stake?

During theOld Growth review ppcessegshe forest industry
kept up plitical pressur¢o maintain the status gliquidation
of the old growth forestassummarized ithe excerpt to the

left.
OLD GROWTH STRATEGY IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE
. 1989~ 1991 I99| 1992 1992 1992 - 95
Write the strategy. Publish for public and Incorporate feedback Implement full 3 year
: professional review. into revised strategy. plan.
SIRATEGY
DEVELOPMENT |
Initiate research and Begin work on ecological, ~ Continue R&Dwork to Commission major -
RESEARCH - improvement of social and economic support reserves and ongoing research and
AND definitions and inventory. 'research, Develop management practices. inventory projects
inventory.
INVENTORY v
: .| Establish and supportthe  Establish the Spedialist Develop O.G. Working Support work of
o 50ld Growth Project Task Force to prepare Groups at provindial, O.G.W.G.'s conducting
Hz WORK]NG, | teams. support system. regional and local levels. reserve framework and
management practices

~ GROUPS

MANAGEMENT

- PRACITICES

introduction.

: Develop criteria for

Re-define criteria for Work with O.GW.G.'s to

— >
Incorporate deferrals and

management practices
and develop new

|| | alternatives.

practices guidelines and planning and
brief field staff. management practices
guidelines.

reserve selection. Identify  reserves and brief field ensure operational new proposals into long
| | and defer limited number  staff. function to identify and term framework.
| | of critical areas. propose reserves.

Review existing Re-define management Inn&duce landscape o Field test and assess

planning and practices.

—>
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New Democrats
NEWS RELEASE

For Immediate Release
October 2, 1989

Subject: MILLER CALLS FOR IMMEDIATE OLD-GROWTH
FOREST PROTECTION

Victoria -- The Socred government has left 93 per cent of B.C.’s old-growth forests
unprotected, and New Democrat forests critic Dan Miller is calling on the government to begin
researching ways of identifying and saving those stands.

And as part of that process, he says, the government must seek participation from a wide
range of interested organizations for its upcoming conference on old-growth forests. The
government is expected to announce the conference for some time in November in order to
develop a position paper on the issue.

Miller says that a study conducted by government officials shows that in B.C. only 185,600
hectares of old-growth forests lie within the protected areas of provincial or federal parks and
ecological reserves. That figure pales in comparison with the estimated 2.57 million hectares of
unprotected coastal old-growth, he says.

Miller says that comparison points out the token gesture the Socreds have made towards
preserving B.C.’s old-growth stands.

"The Socreds look at our trees in terms of benefit for business, even if those trees are 600
years old," said Miller (Prince Rupert).

"What we need to see is a logical, technical approach to identifying and preserving
old-growth stands for future generations instead of just waiting around for the axe to fall on
them."

Miller says that during a July debate on this issue in the legislature, Environment Minister
Bruce Strachan told him that preservation had to be balanced "with the fact that (old-growth)
trees are...going to be harvested by bugs, fire or man, and can we get maximum benefit out of
them."

Miller says it’s pathetic that B.C.’s environment minister is looking at old-growth trees in
terms of "benefit" rather than preservation.

"It’s these kinds of comments that show the Socreds for the sham environmentalists they
really are," Miller said.

"If this is the kind of attitude we get from our environment minister, it’s clear we need a
completely new and independent approach to protecting old-growth stands."

g

Contact: Dan Miller , MLA
(624-6007 - Prince Rupert)

Office of the Offical Opposition New Democratic Caucus of B.C. Legislative Bulldings, Victoria, B.C. VBV 1X4  Ph. 387-3655

Despite the promiseand hetoricmade bysomeNDP ML As, such as DaMiller above who would becom&orests Minister
in late 1991andthendepart by way of conflict-of-interestcharge andby 1999would advocatethe privatzation of public
forestands,old growth forestcontinued tde liquidated.And, under theNDP administrationcommunity watershedshether
protected under theand Actas Watershed éserves, othose that hdino protection, wre logged and butcherd@or an
explanation, pease refeto the authds 2019YouTube video on Watershed Reservegler the titlgiLegal Logging
Moratorium History and Government Setsén the Peachland Community Watershéyd.
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5001003 “Wide chunks of

forest the size of football fields
are no longer cut” [a football

field is less than one hectare]
MINISTRY OF FORESTS IN THE WASHINGTON TIMES,
JULY 2, 1996

"There will be
enough of a protection zone
that we are confident that the
kind of damage we have seen
in the past will not occur again

in B.C.”
ENVIRONMENT MINISTER MOE SIHOTA, VICTORIA
TIMES COLONIST, APRIL 12, 1995.

10l

ELULIS Y “Allowable annual

cut determinations are moving
B.C. systematically towards

long-term harvest rates.”
B.C. GOVERNMENT PROMOTIONAL BROCHURE,
SECURING OUR FUTURE, JANUARY 1997

Vorld class loggmg
broken

[LUTIN “Our objective is to
dramatically change the way

B.C.’s forests are managed and
to better protect both

environment and wildlife.”

PREMIER HARCOURT, VANCOUVER SUN,
NOVEMBER 10, 1993.

Klanawa River, cut block #7699,
approved Jan. 29, 1996, Mactfillan Bloedel

92% of logging in
B.C. is still clearcutting, in the
coastal rainforest 97% of log-
ging is clearcutting.

Cut block MAM 104, CP 672, approved
March 28, 1996, MacMillan Bloedel

83% of streams in
an audit of coastal cutblocks
were clearcut right to their
banks.

Near Stoltmann Wilderness, block k7155 cp
6, d May 21, 1996,
Forest Products

LT BIRA Since 1991 the

volume of cut has been
reduced by less than 1%.

Coastal Grizzly and salmon

fLT\Bi8 @ The B.C. government

refuses to introduce an
endangered species act so
species like grizzly bears,
woodland caribou and hundreds

For the past few years the government and industry of B.C. and the B.C. forest
industry have been trying to reassure the public that all is well in the woods.

But the facts are:

¢ Less than 6% of our low-elevation old-growth forest has been protected.

* We are overcutting our forests - the rate of logging is still tens of
millions of cubic metres above the government’s own estimates of the
sustainable rate.

* The current government policy is to liquidate B.C.’s old-growth forests
outside of parks (95% of all current logging is in old-growth forests).

If you too are concerned about these broken promises call Premier Clark and
add your name to the list of “Friends of B.C.” Call 660- 2421 in Vancouver,
387-6121 in Victoria, or toll free 1-800-663- 7867. Ask for Premier Clark.

of others are still at risk.

A message from friends of British Columbia.

Bear Watch

BC Wild

BCEN Forest Caucus
Canadian EarthCare Society

Canadian Parks and
Wilderness Society

Caribou Chilcotin
Conservation Society

Carmanah Forestry Society
Clayoquot Island Preserve
David Cadman (S.P.E.C.)
David R. Boyd

East Kootenay
Environmental Society

Ecotrust Canada

Elizabeth May

Forest Action Network
Friends of Clayoquot Sound
Greenpeace

Kevin Scott

Linda M. McDonell

Manuel Erikson

Paula M. Khan

Quesnel River
Watershed Alliance

Raincoast Conservation Society
Rod Marining

Sean Reel

Shuswap Environmental
Action Society

Sierra Club of B.C.

Sierra Club of Canada
Sierra Legal Defense Fund
Silva Forest Foundation

Slocan Valley
Watershed Alliance

Valhalla Wilderness Society

Western Canada
Wilderness Cominittee
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In its investigan of Old Growth Manageent Areas,hie Forest Practiceso@drdstated thedllowing:

The

i nvestigat i on [ECdibenatPartyladministatmihek ofra coerdinateds

and uniform approactor tracking and monitoring oldrowth retention is a significant problem.
In manymanagement areas, particularly those wherelegal OGMAs have been identified,
governnent does not know the extent@GMA incursions or if licensees haappropriately
replaced harvested areas with other areas having equal or betieswidattributes. In some
management areas where-giwth retention is achievatnspatially, governrant does not
always provide ongoing oversight to ensure @&MA requirements are being met. Also, 15

years after land use planning commengadernment has not yet started to assess if its objectives
for old-growth retention areffectiveé even though ihas a program to do so (the Forest and Range
EvaluationProgram).
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Another potentially significant problem relates to how government addresses reite@QGMAS

for the nonforestry Crown land tenures that it grants. The investigationu n d

t hat

approach is inconsistent; some tenure holders are requiaglditess oldjrowth retention (i.e.,
avoid or mitigate impacts tOGMASs) while othetenure hallers are not. The Board notes that
while theEnvironmental Protection andlanagement Regulatiamder theOil and Gas Activities
Actprovides for the responsibieinister to legaliz&0GMASs, thereby ensuring their protection
from the impacts of o&nd ga activities, this has not yet happened.

Rebuke to Foresters

FOREST PRESERVATION AND

OLD GROWTH FORESTS

Despite concerns about the long-term wood
supply, half (52%) of Canadian foresters believe
that the right amount of “reserved” forest land is
currently set aside in their province. Three in ten
(31%) say this amount of land is too little, while
another 12 percent say it is too much.

More than seven in ten foresters across Canada
strongly (39%) or somewhat (34%) disagree with
the view that “most old growth forests in Canada
should be protected.” Most (66%), however, also
believe that the current controversy over old
growth forests in Canada is primarily a function of
conflicting values and priorities concerning the role
old growth forests should play in society and
ecosystems, while one in four (25%) attributes the
controversy to misunderstanding and confusion
about such forests.

Whatl have learnedver all of the
years is thathe persistent problems
thatthe public facehere in British
Columbiaconcerning the t& of our
forestsis directly attributedto the
role of the professional / technical
foresterthrough higher mandate

THE STATE OF
FORESTRY IN CANADA

1990 REPORT TO PARLIAMENT

—
6. FORESTERS' VIEW VERSUS PUBLIC'S OPINION

7% Agree

B Foresters’ View Foresters’ Perception

of Public’'s View

There is a growing scarcity
of timber in Canada today

Chemicals used in forest 37
heandmt. pose o hazard to B S

Most old growth forests in

25
Canado should be protected (/77777777777777777777777777777272727Z49

Clearcutting is a poor forest

management practice (/7777777777777 272772/7772277497

—k

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

90 100 %

FORESTRY CANADA / SURVEY OF PROFESSIONAL FORESTERS IN CANADA

_

with the Association of BC Forest Profession&igontractially dispersedh numerougpublic, private,
governmenand higher learning sectotsanyoneor any collective bodis to be held accountable for the
cumulative unethical slaughter@nd mismanagemeant our old intact forests, it is this organization
throughits policy and lobbyingadvocacycapacitiegcommittees, stlsommittees, annual meetings,
newsletters, journals, publicatioret¢.) Had his organization beecollectivelyé e t har c a |l 6
conscientioushp ac c ouaut abl e 6

1 community or domesticrthking watershed sources would have been kept in a protetiet

state, as many once were;

1 hundreds obur forgottenrecreational forest reserves, UREPswould still be intact;

15 Formerly, the Association of BC Professional Foresters.
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f our mid to high ferésttandd®woul perhapkstdl hedavgelytofélimis, as
they once were
AThe per manence of the merchantable forest
considered in the problem of-a#foresation .... These in their turn will depend upon the
maintenance of forest cover upon the mountain slopesaver that holds up the snow and
holds back the floods, sustaining a spongy soil for the storage of the water supply and the
regulation of theflw of ri vers é. The protection from
forest growth at high altitudes@hld be a serious duty of the Department of Forests, not only
for the sake of the water supply but also for the prevention of soil erosion artdstfagzhes,
by land and snow slides, such as those that marked the spring aj #910;
1 our wildlife and fishpopulations would not be threaternadobliterated
1 much of our older forests would be prized intact assets because of their roles to mitigate globa
warming foré f rcarleod
dioxide capture, warnings
which were imparted to
professional foresters since
the 1960dollowing.

YAHeadwater o watersheds and forestlands wer estlandsyaadibger ed 1
way of the 1910 BC Royal Commission on Forests, here in BC as well. The role of headwater forests in the United States is
aptly summaded in the 193, two-volume,1,600-page federalCopeland ReporA National Plan for American Forestry
17 Final Report of the Royal Commission of Inquiry on Enmdnd Forestry19091910, page B56.
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