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Counter-clockwise, Google Earth 

Satellite image (2009) showing the 

communities and cities along the 

Kootenay River. The red arrow 

indicates the location of the 

community of Glade.  

 

To the upper image section or east 

is the City of Nelson, and to lower 

image section or the west lies the 

City of Castlegar. 
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Report Summary: The Glade Creek Watershed Reserve 
 

The community of Glade is located along the southern shore of the Kootenay River just below 

the confluence of the Slocan River, and in-between two BC Interior City centres, Castlegar and 

Nelson. The community of Glade is located within Area I of the official planning boundary of 

the Regional District of Central Kootenay (RDCK), and its water source, the north-west facing 

Glade Creek watershed, composed of the North Fork and South Fork tributaries, is located in 

planning boundary Area E.  

 

The community of Glade was originally issued a water licence in September 1908, with a 

subsequent license issued in July 1975, both on Glade Creek. The Glade Irrigation District, an 

Improvement District incorporated under the Water Act, was formed in 1973. 

 

In February 2016, Glade residents contacted the BC Tap Water Alliance (BCTWA). They were 

concerned about renewed logging proposals in the Glade Creek Community Watershed by two 

forest companies with Crown timber Chart areas granted by government in the watershed.  

 

The BCTWA soon discovered and reported to the residents that their watershed was designated 

as a Community Watershed Map Reserve, listed in Appendix G of an October 1980 Ministry of 

Environment document, Guidelines for Watershed Management of Crown Lands Used as 

Community Water Supplies.  

 

 
 
Above: Excerpt from Appendix G, Guidelines for Watershed Management of Crown Lands Used as Community 

Water Supplies, showing Glade Creek, map location and identity number 30, highlighted in red. 
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In May 1973, an Executive Committee 

of Deputy Ministers, called the 

Environment and Land Use Technical 

Committee, 1 authorized its provincial 

Task Force on community watersheds 

(February, 1972 to October, 1980) to 

establish, and in many instances to re-

establish, Land Act Watershed Map 

Reserves for BCôs Community 

Watershed Water Purveyors and Users. The October 1980 document, being the final outcome of 

the Task Forceôs eight-year mandate, included a long list of almost 300 Community Watershed 

Map Reserves. Also appended to the 1980 document were a series of 5 large format maps, each 

providing the names and locations of all the Watershed Map Reserves placed throughout the 

former 24 jurisdictions of BCôs Water Districts.  

 

Formal Ministry of Forestsô comprehensive forest planning analysis documents, submitted to the 

BC Legislature in 1980 and 1984, made references to the ñconstraintsò associated with BCôs 

Community Watershed Reserve tenure designations: 

¶ ñthese areas have all been defined and placed in Forestsô records as map reserves;ò 2 

¶ ñwatershed reservesò are part of the ñwithdrawalsò from the Ministry of Forestsô ñland 

base.ò 3 

 

The BCTWA also possessed a copy of a 1980s Forest Atlas Reference Map (see below), 

authenticating that Glade Creek had been designated as a Community Watershed Map Reserve. 

Standard for government Reference Maps (Canvas, Milar and TRIM maps), the Watershed 

Reserveôs boundaries were outlined with a thick blue line and included the Map Reserveôs file 

reference number, a file owned and supposedly kept in order by the Ministry of Lands. As a 

stipulated requirement, resource administrators must refer to government Reference Maps for 

clearance purposes when they conduct resource permit proposal applications and assessments, 

such as timber sales and timber tenures, in order to confirm if the Crown land in question does 

not have any Land Ownership Code restrictions, encumbrances or conflicts. The map copy of the 

Glade Community Watershed Map Reserve was forwarded as evidence to the residents.    

 

As understood by government administrators who had authorized their establishment, 

Community Watershed Order-in-Council Reserves, and Community Watershed Map Reserves, 

which were, and are, established under Sections 15 and 16 of the Land Act, 4 protect and 

ñwithdraw Crown land from dispositionò  5 within described boundaries of the said Reserves. 

                                                 
1 The Committee was created through the mandate and powers of the 1971 Environment and Land Use Act. 
2 The March 1980 Forest and Range Resource Analysis Technical Report, Appendix D, Contributions from Other 

Users. 
3 The 1984 Forest and Range Resource Analysis report, Chapter B1, The Forest Land Base, page B1. 
4 The two Reserve Sections were formerly numbered as Sections 11 and 12 of the Land Act (1970-1996).  
5 The Interpretation Section of the 1970 Land Act defines ñdispositionò as that which ñincludes every act of the 

Crown whereby Crown lands or any right, title, interest, or estate therein are granted, disposed of, or affected, or by 

which the Crown divests itself of, or creates a right, title, interest, or estate in land or permits the use of land; and 

the words ñdispose ofò have a corresponding meaning.ò The same section defines ñreserved landsò as ñCrown 

lands that have been withdrawn from disposition under this or any other Act.ò 
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Right: Eastern section of a 1980s Forest 

Atlas Reference milar map showing the 

lower or northwestern half of the Glade 

Creek Watershed Reserve outlined in blue 

dashed lines, with the words WATERSHED 

RES in blue, with the Reserveôs reference 

file number. 
 

 

The Land Act Reserve legislation has 

been and is commonly used by 

government to temporarily or 

permanently protect Crown lands for 

various purposes. It is powerful 

legislation, the very same legislation, for 

instance, that protected hundreds of 

areas first proposed, and dozens of those 

finally chosen, by government as 

Ecological Reserves. According to 

Community Watershed Map Reserve 

status records found in many Reserve 

files, administrators typically assigned 

them with a ñtemporaryò term, expiring 

in the year 9,999. Though technically a 

ñtemporaryò term, the Watershed Map 

Reservesô expiry date was almost eternal 

or permanent, acknowledging the 

critical nature assigned by government 

for continuous protection of BCôs 

community water purveyors and users.  

 

 
 

The powers attributed to these Reserves is what seems to have deeply troubled many 

government, academic and private company foresters alike. 

 

The BCTWA also informed the Glade residents about its major research publications which 

provide documented accounts of the lengthy administrative history of BCôs Community 

Watershed Reserves. I.e.:  

 

¶ the 2006 book, From Wisdom to Tyranny: A History of British Columbiaôs Drinking 

Watershed Reserves;  

¶ the on-line report, The Big Eddy: A History of the Big Eddy Waterworks District, and its 

Long-Standing Battles to Protect the Dolan Creek Watershed Reserve;  

http://www.bctwa.org/BigEddy.html
http://www.bctwa.org/BigEddy.html
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¶ the on-line report, Good Servants / Bad Service: An Examination of Records and Reports 

Relating to Rossland Cityôs Drinking Watershed Reserves (1923-2002).  

 

We asked the residents to obtain as many records as possible to check and verify whether or not 

the Glade community, through the lengthy administration of the Glade Creek Irrigation District, 

had kept or been given information by government about their Watershed Reserve.  

 

A Freedom of Information request on the Reserveôs Lands file was made. The short file revealed 

that the Watershed Map Reserve had been registered by the Ministry of Environment in 1976 ï 

as part of the authorized initiative and mandate of the community watersheds Task Force, like 

the almost 300 Map Reserves established / re-established between 1973 and 1976. The file stated 

that along with the Map Reservation of Glade, ten other local community watersheds were also 

established as Map Reserves. 6  

 

The Glade Creek 

Watershed Map Reserve 

file includes an undated 

memo (mid-October, 

1976?) that the 

Watershed Reserve 

application was opposed 

by the Forest Service. 

However, subsequent 

government documents 

and Reference Maps 

from 1980 following, 

which were not part of 

the file, reveal that the 

Glade Creek Watershed 

Map Reserve had 

nevertheless been 

established in favour of 

the Glade Creek 

Irrigation District. These 

facts / clues lend credence to the BCTWAôs suspicions, as is the case with a number of other 

Watershed Reserve files, that the Glade Creek Reserve file may have been purged or tampered 

with, as documents post-1977 are missing. 7 

 

For example, as explained by way of a confidential source in From Wisdom to Tyranny, a party, 

or parties, within government shredded key incriminating documents in two Ministry of Landsô 

Community Watershed Map Reserve files kept for Bartlett and Mountain Chief Creeks. 8 The 

fileôs paper shredding was undertaken to remove revelatory records that may have authenticated 

                                                 
6 Boivin Creek, Silver Spring Lake, Kindersley Creek, Bjerkness Creek, Sandy Creek, Eagle Creek, Hendryx and 

Indian Creeks, Proctor Creek, Caribou Creek, Heart Creek. 
7 Another possibility is that administrators may have failed their duties to properly update the Reserve file.  
8 Chapter 9, The Paris Judgement and Pandoraôs Box, page 144. 

http://www.bctwa.org/RossResRep-Dec8-08.pdf
http://www.bctwa.org/RossResRep-Dec8-08.pdf
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the establishment and ongoing tenure memos related to the two Reserves, stifling the Surveyor 

Generalôs file evidence submitted for a July 1997 Supreme Court Hearing in Nelson City, where 

the Surveyor General provided Affidavit evidence that now favored the Respondents. 9 Old 

Forest Atlas Reference Maps clearly show that Bartlett Creek was designated a Watershed 

Reserve in the early 1940s. Later, Forest Atlas Reference Maps in the 1980s and early 1990s 

document both Bartlett and Mountain Chief Watershed Reserves. 10 

 

According to statements made in a July 17, 1997 interview with Rob McArthur, the Regional 

Water Planner for the Kootenay Region, 11 the Surveyor Generalôs staff ñhad a hard time finding 

where the hellò their two Reserve files were kept. The Ministry of Landsô staff finally discovered 

the location and holder of the two files, along with other Reserve files: they had been absconded 

from the Ministry of Lands by the Ministry of Forests since at least 1989! 

 

The Valhalla Wilderness 

Societyôs court action 

against the Ministry of 

Forests in 1997 correctly 

alleged the Ministryôs 

unlawful issuance of logging 

permits to Slocan Forest 

Products in the two 

Community Watershed Map 

Reserves. The two Reserves, 

located between and above 

the Towns of New Denver 

and Silverton, is where large 

public protests had taken 

place in 1997 against the 

logging proposals, with 

residents wrongfully arrested by the RCMP for interfering with the transport of logging 

equipment headed toward the two Watershed Reserves, whose old growth forests had never been 

logged. After the court case, with the Court dismissing Valhallaôs legitimate claim, the 

government quickly erased the two Watershed Reserves from Ministerial Reference Maps, with 

the vindictive purpose of demonstrating to the Supreme Court, and to the concerned public, that 

the two Reserves in question had never been established by government. 

   

A tenure inquiry was made with the Cranbrook Regional office of the Ministry of Forests, Lands 

and Natural Resources (FLNR) in July, 2016. The Cranbrook portfolio officers found no 

evidence of the Glade Creek Watershed Reserve file reference number in FLNRôs digital 

management records database.  

 

                                                 
9 The Valhalla Wilderness Society (Petitioners) Vs. the Ministry of Forests, the Ministry of Environment, Lands and 

Parks, the Attorney General, and Slocan Forest Products (Respondents), Nelson Registry 6789. 
10 As with Glade Creek, the two watersheds are located in the Arrow Timber Supply Area. 
11 Rob McArthur was the Ministry of Environmentôs designated alternate for the 1993-1995 Glade Creek Technical 

Committee (see Section 9 for a descriptive of the Committee). 
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As background research for its Big Eddy report, in 2013 the BCTWA had conducted similar 

tenure inquiries with the Cranbrook Regional office for Big Eddyôs Dolan Creek Watershed 

Reserve, and for Revelstoke Cityôs Greeley Creek Watershed Reserve. The Portfolio officer also 

found no records in the computer tenure database related to the two Reservesô file numbers, or to 

any other Watershed Reserve reference numbers that may also have been established. 

 

Though the Glade, Dolan and Greely Creek Reserves are not referenced in the FLNRôs database 

system, this does not necessarily lead to the conclusion that the Reserves were cancelled or no 

longer exist. For instance, the BCTWA knows that the three Reserves in question continued to be 

recorded on government reference maps in the 1980s and 1990s with their associated file 

reference numbers. Regarding the Glade Reserve, it was also recorded on Atco Lumberôs forest  

 

planning maps from 1993 through to December 2, 2015 as a ñWatershed Reserve.ò And, there is 

no paper trail in the Glade Creek Reserve file showing records after 1977, nor proof of the 

Reserveôs discontinuance. There may be, therefore, good reasons to assume that a party or 

parties may have wanted the Reserves in question to just simply disappear. It is plausible that 

some Reserves may have been excluded or removed from FLNRôs computer database, as that is 

what most likely happened to the Bartlett and Mountain Chief Creek Reserves sometime in early 

to mid-1997. 12 

 

Aiming to solve the mystery of the missing Reserves from the governmentôs tenure database, the 

BCTWA conducted a preliminary, comparative analysis of the Community Watershed Map 

Reserves recorded in Appendix G of the October 1980 Ministry of Environment document, 

Guidelines for Watershed Management of Crown Lands Used as Community Water Supplies, 

with the computer list of Community Watershed Reserves the BCTWA received from 

government in 2013.  

 

                                                 
12 Administrators sent the BCTWA the computer print-out lists of all the Community Watershed Reserves in 1997 

and 2013. The 1997 list did no longer included the Bartlett and Mountain Chief Watershed Map Reserves. 
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The October 1980 list documents a total of 95 Community Watershed Map Reserves for the 

Cranbrook Region. 13 The 2013 list, however, only records a total of 28 Community Watershed 

Reserves for the Cranbrook Region: 

 

¶ 23 of which are Map Reserves;  

¶ 1 of which is an Order-in-Council Reserve;  

¶ 4 of which were demoted from Map Reserve to Notation of Interest status. 14 

 

This is a disturbing / troublesome finding for BCôs Community Watershed Reserves in the 

Cranbrook Region alone. Some of the questions that need to be answered regarding the 

Cranbrook Region are: 

 

¶ What happened to the data file tenure registry of the other, missing 67 Watershed 

Reserves, including the Glade Creek Reserve? 

¶ Why were 4 of the remaining 28 Watershed Map and Order-in-Council Reserves 

demoted, when were they demoted, who demoted them, and were the Water Purveyors 

notified before they were demoted? 

 

Administrators in government, through the Ministry of Forests, surreptitiously reassigned the 

single use purpose and critical public function of water supply, formerly (or perhaps still) 

protected by way of Watershed Map Reserves, to timber supply. It was accomplished through 

various conniving means and methods over time. Documented in the BCTWAôs previous 

reports, and in the present report, if government administrators could:  

 

¶ make unlawful decisions to allow timber sales in Community Watershed Map and Order-

in-Council Reserves;  

¶ trick Water Purveyors into thinking and believing these Reserves could not prevent 

timber sales; 

¶ assign these Reserves in Tree Farm License agreements from the 1950s onward;  

¶ assign these Reserves into Public Sustained Yield Units and Timber Supply Areas;  

¶ include these Reserves in the Allowable Annual Cut netting down procedures from 1979 

onwards;  

¶ remove references to Watershed Map Reserves from the Ministry of Environmentôs 
October 1980 Guidelines for Watershed Management of Crown Lands Used as 

Community Water Supplies;  

¶ hide the tenure status of these Reserves from Integrated Watershed Management 

Planning documents and procedures from 1984 onward;  

¶ hide the tenure status of these Reserves from Higher Land Planning and Land Use 

Planning documents and their public processes from 1989 onward;  

                                                 
13 Reserves registered in the Cranbrook, Fernie, Golden, Grand Forks, Kaslo, Nelson, and Revelstoke Water 

Districts, all of which were located in the Nelson Forest Region. 
14 Three of these 28 Reserves were, according to the government list, established after 1980, two of which are 

Notations of Interest. However, early government records show that two of these Reserves were established in the 

1970s as Map Reserves. 
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¶ hide these Reserves in the status list of the Forest Practices Code Act Community 

Watersheds and hide their Reserve tenure file references from official Reference Maps 

from 1994 onward;  

¶ randomly demote the status of these Reserves;  

 

couldnôt government administrators also have then been able to make Community Watershed 

Reserve tenures vanish from the governmentôs computer database?   

 

The two logging companies, Atco Wood Products Ltd. (formerly, Atco Lumber) and Kalesnikoff 

Lumber Co. Ltd., which had somehow, and at some time, been granted forest tenure rights by 

government in the Glade Creek Watershed Reserve, held separate meetings in two different 

communities in April 2016 to review their logging proposals and to answer public questions. At 

the meetings, members of the public asked each forest company managerial forester to comment 

about the history of the Glade and Deer Creeks, whether each had been established as a 

Watershed Reserve, and what those designations meant. Both Professional Forester Managers 

claimed that community drinking watershed sources established by the BC government 

throughout the 1900s as ñWatershed Reservesò were and may have been named as such, but the 

names meant nothing whatsoever, whereby those named designations had no means or powers to 

protect Public lands or to prevent commercial logging within them.  

 

Atcoôs long-standing Professional Forester 

and Forestry Manager, Ron Ozanne, falsely 

claimed at the Glade Community Hall, and 

in an email sent to a member of the 

community the day previous, that 

references to ñWatershed Reserveò tenures 

found printed or labelled on Atcoôs 

company forest planning maps over the 

decades, which Glade Creek residents had 

copies of, were meaningless, dismissing 

references to the Glade Creek Watershed 

Reserve, and to Watershed Reserves in 

general, as a ñmisnomer.ò  

 

After being asked a question at the Deer 

Park community meeting on whether or not 

Deer Creek (located just northeast of 

Castlegar) had ever been designated as a 

Watershed Reserve, Kalesnikoffôs 

Professional Forester and Woodlands 

Manager, Tyler Hodgkinson, was not only 

dismissive of Watershed Reserves, using 

the same ñmisnomerò claim, but stated, by 

way of a ñNOò answer, that Deer Creek 

had never been designated as a Watershed 
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Reserve. Kalesnikoff Lumber has logging tenures in both the Deer Creek and Glade Creek 

Community Watersheds. 

 

Contrary to Hodgkinsonôs ñNoò statement, government records reveal that Deer Creek had been 

designated by government as an Order-in-Council Watershed Reserve for 28 years (1942-1970), 

and that Kalesnikoff Lumber had known about this Watershed Reserve in the late 1960s, and had 

been advised by the Forest Service, and therefore known, that the Watershed Reserve protected 

Deer Creek from timber sales.  

 

The Deer Creek Reserve file records also reveal that during the late 1950s and into the 1960s the 

Forest Service had repeatedly advised Celgar Limited, the tenure holder of Tree Farm Licence 

No. 23, of the very same, that Deer Creek was off limits to timber sales and logging tenure rights 

because of the conflicting Departmental Watershed Reserve tenure which was protected from 

ñdisposition.ò At the end of December 1970, two weeks after the Deer Creek Reserve had been 

cancelled, the Nelson Forest Region Forest Manager correctly advised the Canadian Cellulose 

Company in a letter that as a result of the cancellation, ñdisposition can now proceed.ò The 

Forest Managerôs choice of legislative language confirms and bears evidence of the Teflon-

coated powers of Watershed Reserves and the Forest Managerôs understanding of these powers. 

 

Why were two Registered Professional Foresters, employed by separate logging companies, each 

company with lengthy logging and sawmilling histories in the lower Nelson Forest Region, each 

company with forest tenures and chart areas in numerous Community Watersheds and 

Community Watershed Reserves, making misleading or misdirecting claims about Community 

Watershed Reserves? Why did these foresters not provide the public with honest and informative 

answers at these two community meetings as they were supposed to do under their Professional 

Seal and abiding Code of Ethics, with similar ethical obligations for public accountability under 

their Professional Reliance framework? What did these foresters not want to tell the public? 

Were these foresters hiding something, or some things? Their dismissive answers seem to 

suggest as much, that something was askew.  

 

In lieu of these concerns, Section 10 of this report poses appropriate questions for the 

Association of B.C. Forest Professionalsô Board regarding the professional and ethical conduct 

of two of their members.  

 

In summary, this preliminary report finds that there is no valid documentation as yet indicating 

that the government rendered the Glade Creek Watershed Map Reserve inactive, despite the fact 

that the Reserve file is reportedly no longer registered in the governmentôs Crown Land tenure 

computer database.  

 

If Glade Creek has an active Map Reserve tenure status, this leads to a number of serious 

questions and considerations. I.e., forest tenures, cutting permits, road permits would be contrary 

to the purpose of the conservation Reserve and would therefore be unlawful.  
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1.  Ron Ozanne, Atcoôs Forestry Manager 
 

On the evening of April 

21, 2016, at the Glade 

community hall, Glade 

residents met to hear 

Atco Wood Productôs 

four-hour presentation on 

proposals to construct 

new road access and to 

log in the upper North 

Fork tributary of the 

Glade Creek Community 

Watershed Reserve. The 

community of Glade has 

had a registered water 

licence on Glade Creek since 1908, and is a Ministry of Environment designated Community 

Watershed.  

 

The day before the meeting, April 20th, Atcoôs long-standing forestry 

manager, Ron Ozanne, a Registered Professional Forester (RPF), sent the 

following email segment in response to a question put to him on March 16, 

2016 by the Glade Watershed Protection Committee concerning the meaning 

of a Community Watershed Reserve: 

 

Question #3.  In a letter dated Feb. 4, 2016 (attached) to Andy 

Davidoff, Area I Director, there is a map attached showing cut block 

R10 (Area R Referral Map, Granite/Glade, F.L A20193). On that map 

are the words óWatershed Reserveô. Can you tell us what this means, 

and how long it has been in effect? Also, to what area(s) does it pertain? 

 

Ozanne Response.  The term ñWatershed Reserveò on the mapping is a very early 

mapping terminology which simply denotes Community Watershed. The word Reserve in 

this term can easily be mistaken for an area where there is no logging.  

 

At the April 21st meeting, held in the community of Glade, forester Ozanne stated the following: 

 

Ozanne: There is a certain amount of the land base that is protected in Parks in the 

Province, for good reason. There is a certain amount of óother area,ô quite a large area. I 

just wanted to show you people what there is. See this green line here [Ozanne is pointing 

to an Atco company map showing the Glade watershed], in this area, all the way around 

Siwash Lake, and over here and here. And there is another one right here. Those are 

called OGMAs. What those are, are Old Growth Management Areas. In essence, simply 

put, they are completely reserved from logging. 

 

Resident:  Right. And so is a Watershed Reserve. But somehow that is disappeared. 
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Ozanne: I want you to understand this. There have been maps that have come out that 

used to label something, Watershed Reserve. And itôs a misnomer 15 that watershed é 

 

Resident: Whatôs the misnomer? 

 

Ozanne: Itôs a misnomer in that if you look at maps throughout the entire province every 

community watershed was called a Watershed Reserve. All it meant is there is a 

community watershed there, because there was harvesting all through them, has been for 

years, everywhere. 16 

 

 
 
Above: Atco Wood Productsô December 2, 2015 logging plan map, showing the proposed cutblock (R10) and 

logging road access layout for the upper North Fork of the Glade Creek Watershed Reserve. Note Atcoôs map 

reference to ñWatershed Reserve.ò Atco is targeting a section or nest of old growth forest lying on the south and 

southwest facing slopes immediately below the ridge or boundary height of land.  
 

 

 

                                                 
15 ñMisnomer,ò a late Middle-English term, literally means a ñwrong name,ò and may also mean ña wrong use of a 

name.ò Online Wikipedia states that ña misnomer is a word or term that suggests a meaning that is known to be 

wrong. Misnomers often arise because the thing named received its name long before its true nature was known. A 

misnomer may also be simply a word that is used incorrectly or misleadingly.ò 
16 Transcript of video/audio recording. 
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About an hour later, forester Ozanne was again asked about his ñmisnomerò comments.   

 

Resident: In regards to the Watershed Reserve that was on the map, the Atco map. You 

said it was a bit of a misnomer.   

 

Ozanne: Yes. 

 

Resident: And, it was terminology that could be mistaken for an area where there is no 

logging. 

 

Ozanne: Yes. 

 

Resident: Historically, that was the case under the Land Act, [where the watershed] could 

be held under Reserve or be exempt from activities such as logging. And, obviously Glade 

watershed was once designated as a Reserve as shown on your own maps of 1993 and 

2016. We checked into the records from Freedom of Information showing that Glade was 

established as a Community Watershed Map Reserve in 1976 by the Water Rights Branch. 

And, Water Rights was asked to do so under legislative mandate of a provincial task force 

that went from 1972 to 1980. 

 

Ozanne: As I said. It is a misnomer. If you went to those maps, the 1993, the 2016, all of 

our maps that cover community watersheds have this. [Bold emphasis.] There is [sic, are] 

a lot of maps that contain it.  

 

Itôs on our base map. Itôs like getting rid of contour lines off the é If you donôt really 

smarten up what labels you put on a map, they just keep getting passed on from year after 

year. é I can tell you that this has happened, and show you on maps, many other 

watersheds that say Watershed Reserve. And weôve logged there ever since the 1960s, 

1970s, and have never stopped logging.  

 

Resident: In 1976, supposedly we had Watershed Reserve status, but nothing was ever 

told to us, or nothing was ever said about that status changing, as far as we can tell.  

 

Ozanne: Like I said, as far as I know, it was just a label that was put on the base maps 

when there was a community watershed, and itôs occurring on a lot of our other 

community watersheds where weôve harvested for years.  

 

Resident: So, are there any that you are aware of, a Reserve, or a community watershed, 

that you cannot go into, in your jurisdiction? 

 

Ozanne: Not in our jurisdiction, not on our forest license. There is no area that we canôt 

go into. 
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Above: Google Earth image (2009) of the Glade Creek Watershed Reserve (within the yellow dotted boundary), 

showing the North and South Fork drainages. At the very bottom of the image, left of centre, is Kalesnikoff 

Lumberôs mill site. Below: In the late 1990s, Atco had permits to build logging road access into old growth forest 

stands, and to log four cutblocks in the former pristine headwaters of the South Fork drainage. From 1993 to 1995, 

the Ministries of Forests and Environment convened the Glade Creek Technical Committee (see Section 9), where 

government cast final decisions for Atco to log the South Fork headwater forests. Government failed to notify the 

Technical Committee of the tenure status of Glade Creek, designated as a Community Watershed Map Reserve.  
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Atcoôs August 2016 

Forest Stewardship Plan 

Maps, with added 

coloring to show Atcoôs 

forest tenure Chart areas 

(above, in yellow), and 

Atcoôs maps showing 

locations of Community 

Watersheds (right, in 

blue).  

 

By making a careful 

comparison between the 

two maps, one can 

observe the number of 

community watersheds 

Atco has forest tenures 

within. 
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Comparing the number 

and locations of 

Community Watersheds:  

 

Atcoôs August 2016 

Forest Development Unit 

Map within the green 

boundaries (above);  

 

The Forest Practices Code 

Community Watershedsô 

Map of 1994 (right).  

 

Note the differences.  
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Comparing the 

number and locations 

of Community 

Watersheds:  

 

Atcoôs August 2016 

Forest Development 

Unit Map within the 

green boundaries 

(above);  

 

The Community 

Watershed Map 

Reserves published 

in the October 1980 

Community 

Watershed 

Guidelines 

document, with the 

Reserves outlined in 

red dashed lines 

(right).  

 

Note the differences. 
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2.  Tyler Hodgkinson, Kalesnikoffôs Woodlands Manager 

 

A week later, on the evening of April 29, 2016, at a meeting place in the community of Deer 

Park (located just north-west of Castlegar), residents met to hear Kalesnikoff Lumberôs 

community presentation proposal for more logging in the Deer Creek Community Watershed. 

Tyler Hodgkinson, Kalesnikoffôs Woodlands Manager and a Registered Professional Forester, 

presented information to the public. A resident commented and asked Hodgkinson the following: 

 

Resident: Yeah, I mean I think you can understand, you know, our concern, or at least 

mine being a resident here and being thatôs my water source and all the things that can 

happen both with logging and with climate change and with wildfire, because you are 

right, it is a bit of a wild card, those are conflicting concerns and how do you really juggle 

those priorities and apply the ecological values that I know your company has always had, 

and likes to have. But frankly to clear cut a water drainage thatôs a water source for 

peopleénot just us, but you knowé 

 

Hodgkinson: That we have been doing it for years, right? 

 

Resident: Yes, I know, I know, but that makes a good question because at one time, you 

tell me, were we not a Watershed Reserve at one time? 

 

Hodgkinson: No, thatôs a, thatôs a 

misnomer. They put Watershed Reserves on 

maps, and they called all community 

watersheds Watershed Reserves, but they, 

it was just a name. 

 

Resident: Yeah but it, but, it was Gazetted. 

 

Hodgkinson: No, no, itôs a Working 

Forest, itôs all designated a Working 

Forest. So somebody put that on a name, 

and now people are saying, óoh you canôt 

log in there,ô but you know what, it doesnôt 

mean that. 

 

Resident: But I think for quite a while it 

was excluded from logging. 

 

Hodgkinson: I donôt think so. 

 

Resident: And what would it mean if it was 

declared a Watershed Reserve? 

 

Hodgkinson: Itôs not though. 
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Resident: Under the Land Act? What would it mean? For logging, if it was? 

 

Hodgkinson: Nothing. é Itôs Integrated Management. We have multiple resource users 

and we all have the same amount of rights. So we have rights to timber, you have rights to 

a certain amount of potable water. Other people, have, you know, hunters for example 

have the right to go hike in there or take the horses and go hunting, people have the right 

to go up there walking, hiking, dirt biking, whatever, right?  We all have equal rights, and 

its Integrated Resource Management, thatôs all. Thatôs what society has deemed it: in 

society we all live in wood homes and use paper products, and itôs a renewable resource, 

and I donôt know what more to say. 17 

 

According to witnesses, forester Hodgkinson had also attended Atcoôs presentation at the Glade 

Community Hall on April 21st, where he heard questions posed to forester Ozanne, and heard 

Ozanneôs response comments about Watershed Reserves. That is most likely why forester 

Hodgkinson also happened to restate, exactly, Ozanneôs ñmisnomerò dismissive answer at the 

Deer Park meeting. Documented below in Section 5, government had designated Deer Creek a 

Watershed Reserve for about 28 years, during which time logging was disallowed.  

 

 
Above: Google Earth image (2009) showing the Community of Deer Park and the Deer Creek Community 

Watershed. Deer Park is located on the northern shore of the Lower Arrow Lakes Reservoir, and about 30 

kilometres northwest of Castlegar City. Kalesnikoff Lumber has a commercial logging tenure in Deer Creek, a 

former Order-in-Council Watershed Reserve (1942-1970). 
 

 

                                                 
17 Transcript of audio recording. 
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Map above is a copy of Kalesnikoff Lumberôs Arrow Forest Stewardship Plan, 2015, Detail Wall Map, 

retrieved from the companyôs website. Color highlight details from the map were removed, and thick blue 

and red colored lines were introduced to feature the locations of Kalesnikoff Lumberôs Chart Areas (in 

red) and Community Watershed locations (in blue), as found and outlined on the 2015 map. The Chart 

tenures are located in the Arrow and Kootenay Lakes Timber Supply Areas. The pink filled areas show 16 

Community Watersheds Kalesnikoff has logging tenures within. Of the 16 Community Watersheds, 13 

comprise the entire watershed boundaries. Most of these Community Watersheds are, and were, 

Watershed Reserves. 

 



23 

 

3.  Kalesnikoff & Atco : Logging Partners in the Glade Reserve 
 

Kalesnikoff Lumber and Atco Wood Products share a 

few things common when it comes to commercial 

logging in BCôs Interior Community Watersheds, and 

the public controversies associated with logging in 

them. For instance, they both share logging rights in the 

Glade Creek Community Watershed Map Reserve, 

where Kalesnikoff was somehow twice granted forest 

tenure on the lower elevation forests, and where Atco 

was also somehow granted forest tenure on the upper 

elevation forests. Along with Atco, Kalesnikoff is 

currently developing logging proposals for its tenure in 

the lower Glade Creek Watershed Reserveôs two sub-

drainages. 

 

Forester Hodgkinsonôs ñmisnomerò brush-off comment 

which he gave at Deer Park not only relates in part to Kalesnikoff Lumberôs logging rights in the 

Glade Community Watershed Reserve, as it does with Atcoôs logging rights in the same Reserve, 

but it also relates to Kalesnikoffôs and Atcoôs forest tenures granted by government in many 

other designated Community Watershed Reserves in BCôs Interior forest lands. This is what 

Atco Forester Ozanne makes reference to in his April 21st comments to Glade residents, ñall of 

our maps that cover community watersheds have this.ò 

2010 forest tenure map showing Atcoôs and Kalesnikoffôs operating areas  

in the Arrow Kootenay Lakes Timber Supply Areas. 
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4.  NO ñMisnomersò: Origins of Community Watershed Reserves 

 

Lot 1656, Kootenay District, about which you have received an enquiry for a timber sale, 

is situated adjacent to the area withdrawn from any disposition under the ñLand Actò, 

which has been set aside for the use of the Corporation of Rossland for watershed 

purposes. 18 

 

Professional Forester Ozanne recounts at the 

April 21st public meeting in Glade Atcoôs lengthy 

history of logging in BCôs Community 

Watershed Reserves ï a remarkable confession. 

However, in his written April 20th email 

response, and in his April 21st oral presentation, 

he fails to correctly state or summarize the 

meaning and nature of provincial law under the 

Land Act that fully protects Crown forest lands 

through the establishment of Community 

Watershed Map Reserves and Community 

Watershed Order-in-Council Reserves. 

 

The locations and identities for most of BCôs 

Interior Community Watershed Reserves were 

last formally registered and listed in Appendix G 

of an October 1980 Ministry of Environment 

Community Watersheds document, Guidelines 

for Watershed Management of Crown Lands used 

as Community Water Supplies. Appendix G 

included the Glade Creek Watershed Map 

Reserve. Five provincial map-sheets were also appended to the main document, showing the 

locations and identities of all the Community Watershed Map Reserves in British Columbia. 19 

Additional Community 

Watershed Map Reserves were 

also established in BC after 

1980, which, of course, were 

not listed in the 1980 

document. 

 

The 1980 document, and the 

inclusion of almost three 

hundred Community 

Watershed Map Reserves, was 

the outcome of a special 

government Task Force on 

Community Watersheds 

                                                 
18 S.E. Marling, Assistant Forester, Nelson District, July 17, 1941. 
19 South Western, South Eastern, West Central, East Central, and North Eastern B.C. 
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(1972-1980), established by a former Environment and Land Use Committee (ELUC) of Deputy 

Ministers. Under legislative powers of the 1971 Environment and Land Use Act, the Task Force 

Minutes state that in 1973 the ELUC authorized the Task Force to establish, and in a number of 

cases to re-establish, Community Watershed Map Reserves by way of former Section 12 of the 

Land Act. 20  

 

 
 

 
 
Above: Cut-out sections of Map No. 1E, South Eastern British Columbia, from Guidelines for Watershed 

Management of Crown Lands used as Community Water Supplies, showing the Glade Creek Watershed Map 

Reserve, and other neighbouring Watershed Map Reserves, in the former Nelson Water District. 
 

 

 

                                                 
20 The Land Act Section 12 for Map Reserves was revised as Section 16 in the 1996 BC Statutes. 
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The March 1980 Forest and Range Resource Analysis Report, which had been presented to the 

BC Legislature, described the Environment and Land Use Act as ñthe major provincial statute.ò  

 

It establishes a committee of cabinet known as the Environment and Land Use Committee 

(ELUC) which was wide-ranging powers to: é ensure that all the aspects of preservation 

and maintenance of the natural environment are fully considered in the administration of 

land use and resource development commensurate with a maximum beneficial land use, 

and minimize and prevent waste of the environment occasioned thereby. é Any and all 

power granted under any other act or regulation must conform with any order set out 

under this act. 21 

 

Partly explained in the BC Tap Water Allianceôs recent on-line Bulletin No. 1, and explained at 

length in another publication by the Alliance, The Big Eddy, 22 at least five references to 

watershed ñmap reservesò were scattered 

throughout the text of the Task Forceôs 

June 1977 Draft Guidelines document. 

However, all the references to ñmap 

reservesò were later stricken by 

administrators from the final edited 1980 

document version of the Guidelines for 

Watershed Management of Crown Lands 

used as Community Water Supplies. This mischievous act by unknown parties to conceal the 

legal nature of Watershed Reserve tenures in the 1980 document, which was distributed to 

hundreds of BCôs Water Purveyors and to Regional Districts, became a primary means to fool 

the trusting public into believing the Ministry of Forestsô and the forest industryôs rhetoric that 

Community Watersheds were all on the chopping block.  

 

The BC Tap Water Alliance investigated how these Community Watershed Map Reserves are 

legal Crown tenures (see Appendix A). The legislation states that they are powerful legislative 

instruments that freeze or protect Crown lands from any and all ñdispositions,ò which includes 

timber licensing.  

 

The Interpretation Section of the 1970 Land Act defines ñdispositionò as that which 

ñincludes every act of the Crown whereby Crown lands or any right, title, interest, or estate 

therein are granted, disposed of, or affected, or by which the Crown divests itself of, or 

creates a right, title, interest, or estate in land or permits the use of land; and the words 

ñdispose ofò have a corresponding meaning.ò The same section defines ñreserved landsò 

as ñCrown lands that have been withdrawn from disposition under this or any other Act.ò 23  

 

For instance, it is the same legal instrument that government used to protect hundreds of BCôs 

Ecological Reserves that were initially proposed and designated as Map Reserves in Provincial 

Forests from 1968 onwards. The Ecological Map Reserves were later baptized as Ecological 

Order-in-Council Reserves. 

                                                 
21 Section 5.5.2., General Land-Use and Environmental Legislation. 
22 See Chapter 4. 
23 Quote from Appendix A of the BCTWAôs Big Eddy report. 

http://www.bctwa.org/BCTWA-Bulletin-01-Apr16-2016.pdf
http://www.bctwa.org/BigEddy.html
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Some of the earliest Community Watershed Reserves established under the Land Act in southeast 

BC were created in the 1920s, situated near, and including one for Nelson City. For instance, a 

list of 14 Departmental Reserves for Watershed Protection was presented as evidence (as Exhibit 

#392) during the first Sloan Royal Commission on Forestry in 1944, although many other 

Community Watershed Reserves scattered through other Water District and Forest District 

jurisdictions were not presented as evidence before the Commission.  

 

Forest Atlas Reference Maps, the central forest planning reference tool for government foresters, 

clearly warned resource administrators how Community Watershed Reserves were off-limits to 

forest harvesting, and often had the words ñNo Timber Salesò boldly printed overtop of said 

watersheds. Later, from the 1970s to the 1990s, formal government planning reference maps ï 

Forest Atlas Reference Maps, Water Rights Reference Maps, and Lands Reference Maps ï 

included the words ñWatershed Reserves.ò Overtop of these, were references to each Reserve 

file number and a thick blue line denoting the watershed. There were dozens of Community 

Watershed Reserves on these maps by the late 1970s.  

 

 
Left: Old canvas 

Forest Atlas Map 

showing one of 

many of the 

designated 

Community 

Watershed 

Reserves in the 

Nelson City area, 

with the standard 

proviso, No 

Timber Sales. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These are the historic and legislative origins of why the words ñWatershed Reserveò are also 

found on Atcoôs forest planning maps, which company Professional Foresters are wrongly 

claiming to be a ñmisnomer.ò 

 

 


