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B. C. TAP WATER ALLIANCE  
            Caring for, Monitoring, and Protecting  

          British Columbia’s Community Water Supply Sources 

                                     Email – info@bctwa.org                                    

                                  Website – www.bctwa.org 

                      

BACKGROUNDER, MAY 14, 2018: 

PEACHLAND CREEK COMMUNITY WATERSHED 

 

This Backgrounder document collection of primarily photographs and a few newspaper clippings and 

correspondence is to accompany the BC Tap Water Alliance’s May 14, 2018 letter to government May 14, 

2018 letter to government and a media release, Alliance Calls on Government to End Logging, Road Building, 

and Mining Speculation in the Peachland Creek Community Watershed. 

The Backgrounder begins with three parts, featuring the lower, middle, and upper sections of the Peachland 

watershed:  

1. The lower portions of the Munro Forest Service Road, near the water intake, where two landslides 

occurred and other road damages nearby;  

2. The Greata Creek tributary watershed, where Tolko Forest Industries Ltd. has conducted almost all of 

the clearcut logging and road construction. Also, the Glen Lake area where mineral exploration is 

occurring.  

3. The upper Peachland watershed showing the Wilson Lakes to Brenda Mine areas. 

At the beginning of each section is a map identifying the locations of clearcut logging operations and the 

forest licensees. Logging dates, road building dates, and distance scales are not included. Not included are 

additional logging and road building proposals scheduled for the remainder of 2018. On each watershed 

section map are numbers showing locations of selected photographs taken over a period of two weeks (April 

27 – May 10, 2018). Photo imagery quality was reduced to manage the Backgrounder file size. 

Following these three sections are older correspondence and newspaper clippings, with concerns about 

logging, cattle grazing and the Brenda Mine. 

The author of this Backgrounder has provided a short history of Okanagan drinking water protection and 

resource use conflicts in his September 2013 report, The Big Eddy. In this hyperlink to the Big Eddy report, 

readers should look to and download pdf Chapters 2 and 4 which feature the Okanagan history.  

 

Will Koop,  

B.C. Tap Water Alliance, 

May 14, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bctwa.org/
http://www.bctwa.org/May%2014,%202018%20Peachland%20Letter%20to%20Ministers.pdf
http://www.bctwa.org/May%2014,%202018%20Peachland%20Letter%20to%20Ministers.pdf
http://www.bctwa.org/May%2014,%202018%20Media%20Release,%20Peachland%20Creek.pdf
http://www.bctwa.org/May%2014,%202018%20Media%20Release,%20Peachland%20Creek.pdf
http://www.bctwa.org/BigEddy.html
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Map 1: The District of Peachland’s Community Drinking Watersheds, Peachland and Trepanier Creeks. (Map 

source: Peachland Creek and Trepanier Creek Watershed Assessment Report for Drinking Water Source 

Protection, by Golder Associates, May 19, 2010, pdf page 113.)  
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PART 1: THE LOWER MUNRO FOREST SERVICE ROAD 

Map 2: The lower Peachland Creek Watershed, with Munro Forest Service access road. 

Photo 1 (April 30, 2018). District of Peachland signage near water intake and settling ponds. The District is 

investing approximately $24 million public tax-dollars in a new water treatment plant. 
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Photos 2 to 5 (April 27, 2018). Just before the first switchback, recent landslide (down to right) and collapse of glacial 

till and silt onto road. Signs near the area. 
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Photo stitch 6 (April 30, 2018). This landslide occurred on or about March 28, 2017. It measures about 110 

feet in elevation, and about 85 feet wide at the top of the road. According to government correspondence, 

about 1,200 cubic meters of material fell into Peachland (Deep) Creek. The location is less than one kilometer 

from the District of Peachland’s water intake. Turbidity readings at the intake exceeded 500 NTU as a result. 
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Photo Stiches 7 and 8 (April 27, 2018). Above: Looking from the top of the switchback down to the 2017 

landslide. Concrete blocks were placed to protect vehicles. Below: New, and second, landslide, to the right of 

road, which occurred about April 22, 2018. 
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Photo 9 (April 30, 2018). The aerial shows the switchback road and the two recent landslides. To the right of 

photo is where the old creek channel was altered by heavy machinery to move it away from the first landslide 

area. 
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Photo stitch 10 (April 30, 2018). Looking across at the April 2018 landslide from north side of Peachland 

Creek. The dotted black line at top of photo indicates logging road location. This second landslide is about 20 

feet wider than the first, and slightly smaller in height, around 90 feet in elevation. No estimates of material 

volume for this landslide is yet provided. 
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Photos 11 and 12 (April 30, 2018). From one to two kilometers above the Munro switchback, about 5 culverts 

were blocked by cutslope materials and debris. Cutslope slumping of fine glaciolacustrine silts and till were 

transported far down the road, which had little to no ditching, creating long, wide wash torrents during snow 

melt. Below, a culvert, recently and partially cleared by maintenance workers, still shows signs of blockage. 
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Photos 13 to 15 (April 30, 2018). Multiple scenes showing 

cutslope slumping and resulting culvert blockages, with 

culverts recently and partially cleared by maintenance crew. 
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Photo stitch 16 and photo 17 (April 30, 2018). Road failure around the 3.5-kilometer mark on Munro Road. 

Debris has fallen into stream channel above Peachland Creek. The Princeton access road is seen in distance to 

left. 
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Photo 18 (April 30, 2018). Same location as photos 16 and 17, looking west and upslope. Road failure 

resulted from stream above road (top left), and a blocked culvert, causing wash over road. 

 

Photo 19 (April 30, 

2018). Cattle 

livestock grazing gate 

on Munro Forest 

Service Road. Cattle 

pens nearby. 

Reportedly, over one 

thousand head of 

cattle will populate 

the entire community 

watershed from late 

May to the Fall, 

freely roaming 

through and drinking 

from stream and 

small lake sources. 
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Photos 20 and 21 (April 30, 2018). Glacial silt muck oozing out of small cutslopes causing blockage of 

culvert and water runoff to spill across road prism and down ditches and ephemeral streams. About 4-

kilometer mark. 
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       PART TWO: THE GREATA CREEK TRIBUTARY WATERSHED 

Map 3: Greata Creek Tributary Watershed. 

Photo 22. Signage at confluence of Glen Lake and Peachland mainline Forest Service roads. 
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Photo stitch 23 (May 2, 2018). Ongoing steep cutslope erosion at bridge crossing over Peachland Creek, on 

Peachland mainline Forest Service road. Erosion of downslope or cutbank area has eroded over recent years, 

with silt fencing erected at bottom area beside Peachland Creek. The lower area is shown in Photo stitch 24. 
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Photo stitch 24 (May 5, 2018). 

The lower two-thirds of this slide 

area is below the Peachland 

mainline Forest Service Road, 

with Peachland Creek at the far 

bottom. 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 25 (May 5, 2018). Tolko 

Forest Industries’ flagging in the 

Greata watershed showing 

proposed cutblock boundary 

ribbons for more logging in 

2018. 
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Photo stitch 26 (May 2, 2018). Tolko Forest Industries’ logging operations, Greata Creek, looking eastward. 

At the top end of clearcuts, it is only about 3 kilometres to Peachland Creek confluence. Top right corner of 

clearcuts to bottom right area on right side of Greata Creek is where photos  to  are located. 

Photo stitch 27 (May 2, 2018). Looking westward from same spot above. Tolko has numerous new cutblocks 

proposed in the Greata drainage for 2018. 
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Photo 28 and Photo stitch 29 (May 2, 2018). Dominating presence of soil erosion from Spring snow melt 

alongside Tolko’s secondary road that travels the majority of the southern flanks of the Greata Creek valley. 
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Photo stitches 30 and 31. 
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Photo stitches 32 and 33. Logging through narrow riparian zone. 
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Photo stitches 34 and 35. 
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Photo stitches 36 and 37. Below, ditch water from cutslope was running strong, and eroded road prism above 

culvert. 
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Photos 38 and 38.  
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Photos 40 and 41 (May 2, 2018).  

Above: Cattle livestock fencing and cattle 

route through Greata Creek. 

Below: Not far distant from photo 39 is 

last year’s cattle poop in the middle of 

Spring melt runoff into Greata Creek. 

Cow poop-water-borne-illness bacteria 

remains active for up to two years. 

Location: about two kilometers west of 

Peachland Creek. 
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Photo 42 and photo stitch 43 (May 5, 

2018).   

Off the western end of the Peachland 

mainline Forest Service road is the Glen 

Lake branch Forest Service road. Here is 

access to the Glen Lake reservoir, and 

beyond that the controversial mineral 

exploration taking place by Troubadour 

Resources (Amarillo Project). Not far along 

this branch road were numerous road 

problems: washouts, flooding, and 

downslope failures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



26 
 

 

Photo stitches 44 and 45 (May 5, 2018). Small creek overflowing because the culvert is too small, and 

slightly plugged. Recent high water, and erosion of road prism. 
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Photo stitches 46 and 47 (May 5, 2018). The Glen Lake forestry road bends around Bolivar Creek, a tributary 

to Greata Creek, just below the photos to the left. The road cuts through fine glacial lacustrine soils which are 

eroding off the road, and into the Creek below. There is no ditch along this section of the road, nor were any 

culverts placed (if so, they were hidden somewhere). 
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Photo stitch 48 (May 5, 2018). This is the same area as in photos 46 and 47, showing the collapse of a 

cutbank into Bolivar Creek. Water runoff pooled and poured across the road, causing this area to fail. Photo 

stitch 49, below (May 5, 2018). Greata Creek is running turbid, not clear. 
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Photo stitch 50, above, and photo 51, left. Recent clearcutting by N.M.V. Lumber 

Ltd. The East Fir forest access road that links to this clearcut from the Glen Lake 

forest access road ties in with Tolko’s lengthy forest access road that runs the length 

of the south side of the Greata valley.  

 

Photo stitch 52, below. This is a view of Glen Lake, Peachland District’s reservoir. 

It is just west of photo 50 above, showing the area where Troubadour Resources is 

conducting mineral exploration. According to the Penticton Herald newspaper, April 

10, 2018, the Ministry of Mines paperwork submission asked if Troubadour’s 

application was in a community watershed. The “applicants said no.” 
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Photo stitch 53 (May 5, 2018). Further west from photo 52, looking eastward back toward Glen Lake. Map 

below, from Penticton Herald, shows the mining exploration staking area, most of which is in the Peachland 

Community watershed, in the Greata tributary drainage. 
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Photos 54 – 59. 

 

Scattered all over the Peachland Community watershed is a large assortment of litter: here, a cigarette 

package, a soft drink can, beer cans, rifle and shotgun shells. 
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PART THREE: WILSON LAKES AREA AND UPPER PEACHLAND CREEK  

Map 4: Upper Peachland Watershed. 

Photo stitch 60 (May 9, 2018), above. Brenda mine quarry, top left. Brenda mine tailings pond in far distance 

to right. Photo stitch 61, below. Brenda mine tailings pond. 
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Photo 62 (April 30, 2018). Clearcut logging predominates upper Peachland watershed. Higher snow pack in 

clearcuts and quicker snow melt than in intact forests. 

 

 

 

Photo stitch 63 (May 9, 2018). This is the largest integrated clearcut in the Peachland Community watershed, 

with upper logging recently conducted by Westbank First Nation (it has a Community Forest tenure in both 

the District of Peachlands Community Watersheds), and lower (bottom and to right) by Tolko Industries. In 

the middle of the photo is what remains of Wilson Lakes. Because of the logging, the spring snowmelt runoff 

has been significantly altered, creating increased and quicker timing. Most of the runoff from this area runs 

down slope from the Wilson Lakes area to the far upper right, where some intact forests remain. Tolko has 

clearcutting proposals for this area in 2018, an area which is briefly mentioned below. 
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Photo stitch 64 (May 5, 2018). The increased water runoff from Wilson Lakes area is seen here cutting 

through BC Hydro’s access road. According to a local citizen that is familiar with this area, this area began to 

be washed out last Spring (2017), but this year’s runoff has been much greater. 

 

Photo stitch 65 (May 9, 2018). Just 100 meters away west of Photo 64, on the north side of BC Hydro’s 

right-of-way, Tolko Industries is planning to build a logging access road and conduct clearcutting in 2018. The 

area is already in significant hydrological stress and will only create further water runoff damage next Spring, 

or in periods of heavy rainfall.  
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Above: Photo stitch 

66 (May 5, 2018). 

Same location as 

Photo 64, but from 

other side, looking 

westward to Tolko’s 

harvesting proposal 

area (to upper right). 

The culvert could no 

longer handle the 

added volume of water 

flow. This culvert had 

withstood years of 

water runoff from the 

Wilson Lakes area. 

Left: Photo 67 (April 

30, 2018). The runoff 

at photo 66 arrives at 

the Princeton road into 

a culvert placed long 

ago. 
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Photo 68, above (April 30, 2018). Close up of area in 

Photo 67. The water runoff was too much for the small 

culvert under the Princeton road in 2017, and no doubt 

due to some blockage, that the water quickly pooled in 

the area to left bottom of photo, and then spilled down 

the road ditch, eroding the ditch. 

 

Photo 69, right (April 30, 2018). Strong runoff flow 

leaving culvert underneath Princeton road immediately 

to right of Photo 68. When examined closely, this area 

never had so much runoff in the past. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



37 
 

Photo stitch 70 (May 4, 2018). Just below Photo 69, a large culvert was recently placed under a forest access 

road. The heavy water runoff continues downslope, cutting through soils that were never eroded before, 

accustomed to only smaller flows.  

Photo stitch 71, below (April 30, 2018). The water runoff from Photo 70 is seen heavily eroding the east side 

of the Princeton road, also eroding a logging access road. 
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Photos 72 and 73 (April 30, 2018). About 150 meters down Princeton road from Photo 71, the raging melt 

water eroding the western flank of the pavement, is pouring over the road grade. Photo 73 below, reveals that 

the entire road was engulfed, with a wide section running over the other side of the road. 
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Photo stitch 74 (May 4, 2018). Four days after Photos 71-73, local highways crew have dug the Princeton 

road ditch here deeper, so that runoff would be contained and not spill over again. 
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Photo 75 (May 4, 2018). 75 meters down from Photo 74, the water is running high and turbid, despite the 

efforts to dig the newly scoured ditch deeper. 

Photo 76 (May 9, 2018). Up near the dormant Brenda mine, is the road access to Peachland Lake, a large 

storage reservoir for the District of Peachland. It has become a major public recreation site. 
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Photos 77 and 78 (May 9, 2018). The government’s and 

forest industry’s public relations programs since the 1980s 

that advocated ‘multiple use’ and ‘integrated use’ of 

formerly protected policies for community and domestic 

watershed sources (in order to gain public acceptance of 

controversial logging and cattle grazing), the public is now 

boating on Peachland Lake reservoir, where holidays are 

now spent, and not a camping spot found for weeks. 

Though gasoline motors are discouraged for use on the 

reservoir, this rarely occurs. 
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CORRESPONDENCE AND NEWSPAPER ARTICLES 
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