


AEven when roads are |l ocated, built, and mainta
hydrology by intercepting subsurface flows in road cuts, accumulating it in ditchexyraegting the

water and any entrained sediment directly to the serdaainage network or to localized areas of slopes.

This alteration shoitircuits the natural routing of runoff and changes stream water regimes; it can also
change water quality,andka t o decreased sl ope stability. o

Source: Clayoquot Sound Scientific Pan8ustainable Ecosystem Management in Clayoquot Sound
Planning and PracticesApril 1995, page 124.
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FOREWORD

Following three field trips to West Fraseri mb e r  GQamging aperdtiond an the North Arm of
Quesnel Laké May 28,1995, May 1920, 1996 and August 12, 199@he first draft version of the Say
No-More repot was completed on Augu23, 1996. One or two other draft versions were made in
subsequent months, with a final report completed in January 199juasiaternal reportcopieswhich
weregivento the Sierra Legal Defence Fund (later renamed as Esticd), most likely sertb the Forest
Practices Board and to interested parties.

In preparation for making the original report public, the author has made the following revisions:

T Most of the reportds phot ogr afpmmbBi8viqeostapaywre d as
reproduced in color from digitized versions of the original reconnaissance videdtapegh
resolution and color quality of these captured photographs are lacking, they are more than
adequate for the purpose at hand. Othasidand white photos irhe report that were sourced
from color slides were scanned from printed paper copies found in old files kept by the author.
More snapshot photos from the digitized videotapes were added to help the narrative evidence.
Colored elenents replaced some black and white features found in the original Maps and
Diagrams to highlight and better identify locations of streams, roads, sedimentation flows, etc.
1 Copies of old newspaper clippings, correspondence, and various @pogsweradded to the
narrative in the report sections, and sometimes as an appendix, to add punch and background
information.

= =4

Where possibleall the original report narrative content was preseregdept forcorrecting grammatical
errors and addiin of footrotes.Many thanks to Doug Radies who help consult and edit the various draft
and final versions from August 1996 to January 1997.

After readingor glancing througlthis report, some magoncludeand askwhy write such a large report
andwha 6 s bothér about ®uch a small amad drainage? Why make a big fuss about it all? Well,
itds about a very big §#wdsyeg anportanhadtheadimes and stilléf. mp o r t
course, in the context tiie QuesnelLake freshwaterhabitatecosystm, the August 4, 204 Mount

Polleymining disastef has threvn a wrench into thatcosystema fundamental complication intie

mix of an dherwise other complication.

Will Koop,
Januany?7, 2020

1 The author does not recall if a copy was received by the Forest Practices BoardRefandgb page 107, a copy of a fax sent
to the Forest Practices Board on January 21, 1997.

2 Seetheauthoi’s December 1, 201dr+line report,iiThe Scene of the Crime: A Prelimary Analysis and Histy of the Mount
Polley Mine Tailings Storage Facilityandthe authois December 28, 2018ouTube fiThe Scene of the Crime: The Mount
Polley Mine Tailings Catastrophie
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This map shows how clearcut logging is fragmenting the
forests of the Quesnel Highlands and Cariboo Mountains in
the central interior of British Columbia, Canada. This infor-
mation was derived from the B.C. Ministry of Forests 1992-

BOWRON 1997 consolidated logging plans.
Map drawn by Doug Radies
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The circumstances behind the events documented in this report date back some 24 years. The distance in

PREFACE AND CONTEXT

time, therefore, makes it difficult for the interested reader to appreciate or remembegrteeated and
sustained political debates revolving arodmest industry conflicts prevalent and brewing during the
first and second administrations of the provincial New Democrat Party (NDP), before and dftaetie
Practices Code Adiecame law odune 15, 1995. This Preface will help to provide a basikdrounder.

The Vancouver Sun, Wednesday, October 4, 1989  *%%
A SOUTHAM ENVIR

ONMENT PROJECT

ENVIRONMENT:

By ROBIN LUDLOW
Southam Environment Project

OTTAWA
CTIVIST groups and scien-
tists have more credjblhty
on environmental issues
than politicians or business

leaders, two new national polls
sliow.

The surveys of 1,521 adults and
1.659 Grade 8 students offer sober-
ing news to the Mulroney govern-
ment which has said the environ-
ment tops its agenda.

Among the findings of the polls,
conducted by the Angus Reid
Group:

‘@ Adults and students show
.strong faith in what scientists, pro-
fessors and environmental groups
have to say. Among adults, 86 per
cént say they believe at least some of
what scientific experts say. Eight in
10 say they believe environmental
4roups.

@ Among students, three-quar-
ters believe all or most of what scien-

Poll shows activists and scientists are held
more credible than industry, government

tists say. Almost seven in 10 say they
believe environmental groups.

@ Television and newspapers
have high credibility ratings on
environmental issues — about 80
per cent with adults and more than
50 per cent with students.

@ Two-thirds of adults and almost
as many students say they believe
little or none of what business says
about the environment.

@ There's bad news for Prime
Minister Brian Mulroney. Nearly
four in 10 students say they would
believe little or none of what he
might say about an important
environmental problem in their
community such as polluted drink-
ing water. Three in 10 say they
would believe only some and

another three in 10 say they would
believe all or most of Mulroney’s
comments.

©® Only slightly more than half of
adults say they believe at least some
of what federal and provincial
environment ministers and bureau-
crats say, but fewer than one in five
believe most of their statements.
Two in five say these sources have
little or no credibility.

@ Across the country, only 16 per
cent of adults say they believe most
of what provincial environment min-
isters say. The top mark went to
Ontario Environment Minister Jim
Bradley who is considered believ-
able by 21 per cent of those polled.
B.C. Environment Minister Bruce
Strachan is considered believable
by 12 per cent of those polled.

@ More than half the students
believe all or most of what their par-
ents say, a higher credibility rating
than they give teachers at 46 per
cent.

® Surprisingly, 44 per cent of stu-
dents don’t believe what their
Brownie, Cub, Scout and Guide lead-
ers say about the environment.

The surveys show “government
ministers and public servants have
low levels of credibility and a serious
credibility problem with young Can-
adians,” says pollster Reid.

Canadians’ skepticism about what
politicians say about the environ-
ment is reflected in another poll
finding: seven in 10 adults say they
would definitely or seriously con-
sider supporting a new federal polit-

ical party that made environmental
protection its primary policy objec-
tive.

One in five voters polled say they
would definitely support such a_
party. Only a quarter would not
likely support an environmental

party.

The adult survey was conducted
by telephone in mid-July. A repre-
sentative cross-section of 1,521 peo-
ple randomly selected from across
the country were interviewed and
asked to answer 150 questions.

For the teenagers’ survey in early
June, 54 schools from across the
country were randomly selected and
1,659 13-year-old Grade 8 students
were given one class period to fill
out a self-administered 45-question
survey.

Both polls are considered to be
accurate to within 2.5 percentage
points, 19 times out of 20.

Robin Ludlow is a science reporter
or Southam News in Ottawa.)
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Through their primary lobbying arm, the BC Council of Foredubiries, multinational and Canadian
based forest corpoians influenced the Social Credit Party administration in the 1980s to pass
controversial legislation in 198¥988 for privatization of public forests under the rubric of expanding
Tree Farm LicencélTFL) agreements. With public concerns raging about theseet negotiations, set
amidst the context of overcutting remaining old growth forest stands, from 1988 to 1989 environmental
and community organizations, local governments, First Nations, aceglend even Union memberships
forced the government tomeel the controversial legislation and to conduct a Royal Commission on
Forest Resources. For the first time in BC administrative history, by 1991 the Sandy Peel Commission

recommended new forestgatices legislation and a new role for public involvememC forest
management of public and private larmts.

TIMBER

Commission says
46% reduction
in logging needed

BEN PARFITT
Sun Forestry Reporter

Cutting levels will have to be
reduced by nearly hallover the next
five years to sustain B.C.'s forests for
the future, says the head of the For-
est Resources Commission.

“I'll be very blunt,”" Sandy Peel
said in an interview from Victoria,
“a decline in cut levels from 74 mil-
lion cubic metres to something in the
range of . .. 40 million cubic metres
would not be a great surprise.”

Peel declined to discuss the
impact a 45.9-per-cent rollback in
cutting levels would have on B.C.'s
economy, although his commission
has preliminary figures based on
discussions with ministry of finance
officials.

But if a cutback of that magnitude
is applicd to the number of people
directly employed in the forest
industry today and annual payments
by companies and employees to all
levels of government, it equates to a
loss ol at least 37,000 direct jobs and
$1.2-billion in government revenue.

*And remember,” Peel said, “in
these resource-dep te

__The Vancouver Sun, Wednesday, May 6, 1992

If they shut those

watersheds down ...

that will spread
immediately, it
seems to me, into

the Kootenays and
into the Okanagan.

SANDY PEEL -

chairman of the Commission on
Resources and the Environment,

ities your indirect jobs are almost
directly tied to those direct ones.”

The projected decline doesn't
lake into account withdrawals of for-
est for new parks, Peel added.
Rather, it is a reduction needed to
bring current cut levels into a *‘long-
run sustained yield."

Peel said the cut would be even
more precipitous if former B.C.
omhudsman Stephen Owen, now

T ds more parks. )

“If CORE were {0 designate or to
end up with substantial land remov-
als ... then that would be substan-
tially worse,” Peel said. “The dark-
horse in this whole thing that really
frightens the liver out of me is if we
have substantial withdrawal of har-
vesting in watersheds, you know the
issue that's going on in Victoria and
Vancouver.”

“If they shut those watersheds

R

down ... that will spread immedia-
tely, it seems to me, into the Koo-
tenays and into the Okanagan.”

The industry of tomorrow won't
be cutting the centuries-old trees it
currently does, Peel said. And 80-
year-old second-growth trees won't,
under current practices, yield the
kind of timber volumes in old-
growth forests. Hence the need to
bring cut levels in linc with long-run
sustained yield.

Peel said most of the cut decline
could occur in the next five years.

The loss of high-paying jobs would
be mirrored in an “equally dra-
matic” drop in provincial revenues,
he said.

The projected decline in tax pay-
ments to all levels of government
arrived at by The Vancouver Sun is
based on the most recent Price
Waterhouse report on B.C.'s forest
industry. In 1990 the chartered
accounting lirm said payments to all
levels of government by the industry
and its employees was $2.6 billion.

A 45.9-per-cent decline in pay-

Huge cut to forest harvest advised

ments would equal $1.2 billion.

Reached in Victoria, Forests Min-
ister Dan Miller said he didn't
accept Pecl's preliminary findings.
But he did say “everybody in the for-
est business ... knows that annual
harvest levels are declining.”

Miller said it was a “mistake™ for
Peel to think current cutting levels
should be brought in line with the
long-ruii sustained yield

Miller said a better way of deter-
mining where cut levels should be i~
1o look at “the volumes (ol timber:
that are available. the age-class dis-
tribution (of'the trees), the soil capa *
bility, the wildlife constraints, the
fish habitat ... to put all of those
things into the mix and ... deduce
what an annual harvest should be.”

In recent decisions, Miller saidl. %i<
ministry's chief forester. John Cuth-
bert. has done just that, reducing cut
levels on south Vancouver Island
and B.C.'s mid-coast by 30 per cent.

Peel. a former deputy minister o’
finance. is wrapping up work with
the commission, which is 1o be dis-
solved after its last reports are sub-
mitted to government.

I & sweeping report last year oa
the state ol B.C.'s forests. the com-
mission called for an overhaul of
licence agreements hetween the
B.C. government and lorest com
panies in order to channel more lozs
into an upen market.

The commission maintained w
more compelitive market would
ensure the highest prices puid for
publicly-owned timber. Those tunds
couid be used to do more tree-prun-
ing, spacing and thinning — work
that might increase the volume of
wood coming out of second-growth
[orests and offset some of the bi joh
losses Peel prediets.

With the downfall of the Social Credit administration (December 1975 to 1991) in the September 1991
provincial election, the New Democratiafy administration (1991 2001) began implementing draft
legislations for a new forest practices regumeler pressing public mandate. After three years of public
and stakeholder input, and after numerous government draft documents through advice dromeyat
resource committees, th@rest Practices Code Awas passed on June 15, 1995.

SRefer t Wi | |

of these issues.

o K o 4ine fegort, e Warking Rofest: TdEAdDBthe Commonfer a description of some
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The new Forest Practices Code will impose
tough new restrictions on road construction
to help curtail soil erosion.

A New

Forest Practices Code

Tougher enforcement, heavier penalties,

and better forest practices are all part of

new restrictions in BC’s first Forest i - : ;

Practices Code which will become law in . o :

e sdapal (594 Damage to fish-bearing streams confirms
. . : - y

Major improvements in need for Forest Pl'actlces COde

the Forest Practices Code include: ; -

H an increase in maximum fines for

violations of the Code to C$I million or

more from the previous C$2,000.

H introduction of performance-based

logging, which makes future logging

The results of on independent audit - ordered by the
. government of BC to investigate whether the forest industry
‘was complying.with guidellnes to protect fish-beoring streams -
activities dependent on a company’s confirm the need for a strong, new f;'or:est Practices Code.
current operations. o
H increased administrative penalties,

. The audit, released in January 1994, found that 39% of 211
~ fish-bearing streams studied along the Pacific Coast suffered °
major or moderate damage through poor logging practices and

*  failure of forest companies to comply with existing guidelines.

including more authority to immediately
remove a company’s right to cut wood.

H new power to the Ministry of
Environment to enforce environmental
aspects of the Code.

reductions in the allowable size of
clearcuts.

8 a ban on clearcutting where necessary to
protect critical wildlife habitat, fish-bearing
streams or other sensitive forest values.

H biodiversity requirements to protect
unique ecosystems.

B higher standards of forest practices in
designated areas such as community
watersheds, wildlife habitats and scenic
landscapes. RN
& tough new restrictions on road
construction and strengthened soil
conservation measures.

H independent audits of forest operations
to ensure forest companies are complying NS
with the rules.

_ BC'Forest Mlnister Andrew Petter called the situatlon :
“intolerable” and ordered companies to provide clean-up plans
within 30 do’ysr He announced that 200 forest service staff are

; being reassigned to step up monitorlng and enforcement of
i logglng regulotions. 7% : e

“The Forest Practices Code (scheduled for adopuon later in
1994) will give us the enforcement measures and heavy penalties
needed to ensure this klnd of domoge won’t hoppen ogoln,
Petter soid '

The audit was part of the new. BC government’s policy of
frank, open discussion ‘of inadequate forest practices and the
chonge that is required to moke forestry envlronmento"y

: sustoinoble.

Wednesday, May 4, 1994 W

Your

M 10 Supplement to the Quesnel Cariboo Observer

Forests

Your
Future

Growing with our Forests
d
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V¥ Weldwood

Industry welcomes new B.C. Forest Practices Code

gram, including pcru)dlc,
Tollow-up audits of cach of its:

Over the years, our indus- global market place and as Strategies. Protected Arcas
and public

W The forest industry

y . has faced change constant- such our activities are in- Strategics, cte.

is currently under; Ay e TG SAMALE Sue ALY TS slraleg panufacturing opcrations,

signific ty e going ly, but never the kinds of Muenced by, global events, We policy changes “wueh as the ll'hlow worc conducted (o0 100
18 ant changes, change and to the degree that are not immunc to changes in recently announced Forest iy any arcas of potcntial i

and these changes are we currently face. In the past, global market conditions, cur- Renewal Plan and the soon (o Ih)‘” might be present and

mki"g the industry an the industry controlled the rency rates, compelitive pro- be introduced Forest Practices i warranted (0 undcrmké_i

“exciting experience

albeit one fraught with
uncertainty and certain
degree of anxiety.

SANDY GRAY
Weldwood Manager
Quesnel Division

O & certain ex-
e were made

S & hnology devel-
opment or market op-
portunitics. This is no longer

the case. Change is being
driven by forees outside of our
control, and in many cuscs
forces difficult to identily or
respond too, i

We are living in a truly

ducts. political and cnviron-
mental pressures, cle.

We are also faced with in-
creasing domestic pressures on
the forest land base upon
which we have traditionally
conducted our operations.
These pressures generate pro-
cesses such as the Forest
Resources Commission,
CORE, Old Growth

code.

What has Weldwood done
1o face these challenges?

In 1989 W¢ ddwood pub-
lished its Environmental
Palicy. The underlying princi-
ple of this policy is Weld-
wood's continuing commit-
ment Lo rupon\uhk stew-
ardship of its forest resourcees
and to the environment in
which it operates. To imple-
ment this policy, the company
instituted a formal audit pro-

rectification measures. %
In 1993, Weldwood formal-
ly adopted a Forest Stew=
ardship Policy which scts forth .
the principles that govern the
management of the Compa-
ny's forest resources. Stew-
ardship to us means accepling
corporate responsibility for the
full scope of forest resource
management with all of its
cconomic, hl(!'()blul' ccologi-
cal and social components. A‘,




During this transition
from t he
reckless industrial
forestry practices to a
Onew regi meg
the author journeyed tg
the isolaéd waters of
the North and East
Arms of Quesnel Lake
(19957 1997), set

7

O (

amidst the
controversies of West
FraselTi mber 6 s
AfJunction ¢
License. 0

Here, in this beautiful
landscape, the
company was logging
the unspoiled
wilderness, vast
mountain slopesral
valleys of old growth
cedar, hemlock and
spruce, nested within
the Interior Rainforest
or Wet Belt of the
Quesnel Highlands.

Article to right: West
Fraser Timber was
paying government $0.25
per cubic metre for logs
in its Junction Cedar
License, with amounts
to an average payment o
about $10 (Canadian)
per truck load of timber
hauled.

4-Quesnel Cariboo Qbservet

Quesnel Lake cedar
licence questioned

Numbers don t add up

Wednesday, July 31, 1996

by ED MEHRER
Observer Reporter

ENVIRONMEN-
TALIST DOUG Radies
Wants answers.

Radies, onct
described as .n
“environmental gadfly”
is again taking on the log-
ging industry.

Radics wants answers
as to why, as he perceives,
logging companies waste-
fully cutting down the
ancient cedars and hem-
locks of Quesnel Lake.

Radies demands to
know why 40,307 truck-
loads of cedar did not
show up at the mills, over
the years 1980 to 1996.

Radies claims logging
companies are going into
the Penfold, cutting down
cedars and hemlocks,
without regard, to get at
the more profitable spruce
and fir.

He further claims the
majority of cut cedar and
hemlock is not making it
to market, but being bur-
ied and burnt instead.

“It sickens me to see
a great tree, that could be
upwards of 2,000 years
old, fallen and split into
five different picces,
pushed under a road, and
covered in muck,” said
Radics.

“It’s appalling. Such a
crude way to work these
forests.”

This is where Radics
believes ¢he majority of
themissing 40,307 truck:
loads of cedar haye'jone
in 16.years — under log-
ging yoags or burned up.

Buz Radies isn’t sug:
gcsty;g the wasted cedar
andliemlock are wholly
the - lpggmg companies’
fault. He claims the gov-
ernment has a hand in it
too.

Y

N R

Quesnel Lake remains at the centre of contraversy with
environmentalists and logging companies.

Radies said the new
rate of 25 cents per cubic
metre, sct in 1987, is “a
song” compared to the
$9.61 from the 1980 deal.

“Huge tracts of
ancient cedar are being
destroyed, while (logging
companics) are getting
premium white wood for
a song,” said Radies.

Weckerle said he
couldn’t comment on the
1980 price, as West Fra-

ser had onlg entered the
gamein 1

But as far as the two-
bits per cubic metre rate,
Weckerle said it wasi’t.
spccnf cally done for West
Fraser, or the Penfold. He
said it was .established
province wide by the gov-
ernment.

West Fraser questions numbers

and reasons of environmentalist

The Ministry of For-
ests, in 1980, put forth a
plan to clear all the
“decadent” forests in the
Penfold, making room for

thriving, productive
stands.
Those *“decadent”

forests, Radies said, are
the old growth cedars and
hemlocks of the Penfold,
which the government
legislated to have
destroyed.

However, Guenter
Weckerle, woods manager
at West Fraser Mills, said
the .issue is not about
destroying the cedar and
hemlocks, it’s a matter of
creating more productive
forests.

Weckerle also said
West Fraser is not in the
business of maliciously
cutting down one species
of trees to get to another.

Weckerle pointed out
that 12 per cent of West
Fraser’s holdings in the

. Penfold are protected

land, which includes the
ancient cedar and hem-
lock.

He added West Fraser

is following their licence;

logging the area to creatz‘

a more valuable stock,
and in turn, creating a
wealth of employment.

“We're striking a bal-
ance between protecting
the land, and the employ-
ment of our people,” said
Weckerle.

As for the missing
40,307 rtruckloads of
cedar, Weckerle questions
Radies numbers.

“I question his num-
bers. I have no idea how
he got them, or came to
them.

“His numbers are an
over simplification of
what’s going on in the
forestry industry.”

Radies also brings up
the stumpage rates, and
how the new system is
allowing the logging com-
panies to laugh all tie
way.to the bank.

“This isn't the only
place in the world to be at
minimum stumpage rate.”

The 25 cents rate is
low, but Weckerle asserts
West Fraser must pay rent
and silviculture over and
above the stumpage rate.

Weckerle again
claimed Radies to be sim-
plistic in his rationalisa-
tion of numbers.

“He’s not an expert,
so he can’t make;those
kind of assumptions
about the industry.”

Weckerle concluded
by saying Radies conti-

“ v:pes to bring up issues to
preserve more land.-

However, Radies asks
what's wrong with that?

“We are being faced
with the death of these
stately, magnificent old
growth forests, for
what?” questions Radies.

“If these trees weren't
supposed to be there, they
wouldn’t ‘be there. But
they are, sa why destroy
them?”
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Our beat

On Quesnel Junction Block

Forests minister to hear all sides Tuesday

Forests Minister Tom Waterland and Highways and
Transportation Minister Alex Fraser will be in Williams

Lake Tuesday, July 26, to hear briefs and

el

some other way to
transport the logs than by

regarding a proposal to log the Quesnel Junction Block.
The hearing will be held at the Overlander banquet
room starting at 10 am and both written and oral submis-

sions will be accepted.

Those with written briefs are asked to give six copies of
their submissions to Cariboo Regional Forests Manager

Denny McDonald on Friday.

The controversy over the issue involves both the logg-
ing plans and the method of transporting the logs. After
lengthy studies and many meetings, McDonald was ex-
pected to hand down a decision last March, That decision
was delayed until after the May 5 election, and then
delayed again when Waterland decided to become per-

sonally involved.

Everyone with an interest in the issue may make a sub-

mission to the minister.

Alternate methods of
transporting the logs in-
clude road, ferry, or
barge.

Road and ferry transpor-
tation have been ruled out
as too costly and the ferry
plan has an additional
drawback - part of the
area to be logged could
not be serviced by ferry.
Barge transportation is
not considered to be a
viable alternative either as
there are problems with
landing sites.

best farmland, they say.”
They note the timber in
the area is reaching the
end of a 1,000 year cycle
and it should be d

pay for one of the
alternatives.

Starline Cedar, whose
proposal to log the

to make way for new
growth. Some of the
timber is rotting now, but
much can be saved.

They also reject the idea
that recreation and logg-
ing are incompatible citing
such arcas as Lac La
Hache, which had had
logging operations all
around it, to make their
point.

Spokesmen for industry
insist the “‘state of the

Some people do not want’
10 sec any logging in the
Quesnel Junction Block.

They argue economics
shouldn't be the only fac-
tor in the decision making
process and they point out
that mismanagement of
the forest resource in the
past is largely responsible
for the shortage of timber
now.

The opponents of logg-
ing in the area believe the
environmental and recrea-
tional value of the area in
the long term will
outweigh any benefits log-
ging may bring in the
short term.

They say the logging will
most benefit the big com-
panies with little gain to
the local community who
will be left with the mess.

They do not believe logg-
ing can be carried out
without it doing ir-
reparable damage to the
lake environment and they
want Quesnel Lake to stay

as it is -- one of the most
heatifnl  and  unennilad

Some people are not op-
posed to the logging itself,
but object vehemently to
any suggestion that logs be
transported down the lake
in bundle booms.

The Cariboo Regional
District and Cariboo
MLA Alex Fraser arc on
record as supporting this
stand.

Based on past ex-
perience, this group does
not trust the logging
companies.

They fear bark loss and
leachates from the logs
will have a detrimental ef-
fect on fish and that debris
from the booms will have
an adverse effect on the
recreational value of the
lake.

While properly strapped
bundles may not be easily
broken, the group fears
for what may happen if
they do and they note
Quesnel Lake is well
known for its sudden and
violent storms.

Log the Quesnel Junc-
tion Block if von must

According to an exten-
sive study undertaken by
the forests ministry, bun-
dle booming is the
economi?lly viable

tiod ‘o 3

art” has improved (o the
point where there is little
damage to the environ-
ment and they feel there
are ample restrictions and

porung
the logs.

The lumber industry is
concerned over the con-
troversy because if it loses
the Quesnel Junction
Block it loses a good
chunk of its forest land
base and it can’t afford to
have that happen.

The junction block
represents seven per cent

Is to ensure there is
none.

In fact, they feel the
restrictions laid down by
the Ministry of Forests in
its Quesnel Junction Block
study are *‘too tight all
over.”

There are only two ways
the junction block will be
logged, they say --either
the logs will be

of the total allowable cut
in the Williams Lake
Timber Supply Area.
Besides, the only cedar left
in the area is in the junc-
tion block.

Industry spokemen point
out the climate, soil condi-
tions and elevation in the
junction block make it the
best timber growing area
in the entire Williams
Lake TSA. Removing it
would be like paving your

transported by bundle
booms ~ or the province
will have to come up with
2 healthy subsidy to help

Q Block
started the controverry,
needs the area to survive,
according to manager
Dave Bedford. He says
170 jobs are riding on the
government's decision on
whether or not the com-
pany will be allowed to log
in the arca.

The company has only a
year's supply of cedar left
and if it can not log the
Quensel Junction Block,
it will have to shut down

Junction
block
is outlined
in
darker red
line

or change to another
wood type and take some-
body else's wood,

10



The investigation of
the Long Creek
mainline logging road
on May 20, 1996,
events dcumented in
the SayNo-More
report,® coincided one
week before the
provincial election
when the NDP
defeated the BC
Liberals (renamed and

@he Vancouver Sun

$1 minimum outside Lower Mainland WEDNESDAY, MAY 29, 1996 CC 60 cents retail / 75 cents coin box

Tightest provincial election race in a generation

NDP TAKES MAJORITY

For first time,
party takes
back-to-back

Liberals win
battle of B.C.

poll victories

ANALYSIS: The Liberals were
unable to scare right-wing voters
into dumping the government.
‘TOM BARRETT
VoS .
The New Democratic Party's tradi-
tional strongholds came through Tues-
day night and Reform supporters re-
fused to be stampeded to the Liberals as

. the government hung on for a historic

victory.

The NDP squeaked past the Liberals
for a narrow victory — the first time the
NDP has been able to put together back-
to-back election wins in B.C: history.

It appeared Gordon Campbell's Liber-
als had been unable to scare right-wing
voters into bolting to their party to keep
out the NDP.

The Liberals seemed to be doing poor-
ly in the north of the province, where
the B.C. Reform party looked set to win
two seats. Perhaps Campbell’s big-city
nmage hurt him, perhaps it was his
promises to privatize B.C. Rail, or his
pledge to drastically reduce the size of
the legislature — a move guaranteed to
wipe out northern seats.

Unuble to make suff icient inroads in

the radi | NDP ri Vancou-
ver Island, the Liberals needed those
northern seats to form a government.
While the Liberals appeared to have
knocked off Island cabinet minister Eliz-
abeth Cull, they couldn’t make adentin
the rest of the NDP's Island redoubt.

It also looked as if the NDP would
form a majority government with a
smaller share of the popular vote than
the Liberals.

With 99.3 per cent of the province’s
polls reporting, the NDP was leading or
had elected members in 39 of the legis-
lature’s 75 ridings. The Liberals were
leading or elected in 33 seats, with Re-
form elected in two and Progressive De-
mocratic Alliance leader Gordon Wilson
elected to round out the house.

The Liberals had 41.8 per cent of the
popular vote, compared to the NDP's
39.4 per cent, the Reform's 9.3 and the
PDA's 5.8 per cent, and Other 3.6.

Please sec Analysis, A6

TO VICTORY: Election winner Glen Clark reacts to celebrating NDP crowds with his son Reid and his wife Dale.

popular vote

Premier Glen Clark now faces the
task of delivering on his
campaign promises to stimulate
the economy and give tax breaks.

MARK HUME
Tancouver Sun

After a month of political bickering.
backroom dealing and frantic polling
the New Democratic Party emerged

| from the 1996 provincial election cam-

paign with a slim majority Tuesday.

At press time, the polis showed the
NDP with 39 seats, the Liberals 33, Re-
form 2and PDA 1.

Canadian Press showed the Liberals
lost despite taking 41.8 per cent of the

| popular vote, compared to the NDP's

:| 39.4 per cent. Reform got 9.3 per cent

STEVE BOSCH/Voncouver Sun

Roller coaster of emotlons swept crowds

GILLIAN SHAW and PETE McMARTIN
R T

At 7:55 p.m. May Brown, chair of the
Liberal campaign, entered the Hotel
Vancouver ballroom, where the Liber-
als were awaiting election returns.

When it was suggested that an NDP
minority government looked possible,
Brown replied:

“Sure, it's possible. Myself | don’t
know. I'm numb right now

Meanwhile, across the street
Hyate Hotel, where NDP supporters
milled nervously about, the first big
cheer came when early polls showed
Jim Green leading against Liberal
leader Gordon Campbell.

Those chee hort-lived, butan
even stronger frenzy grew as it became
clear the NDP was outstripping the Lib-

BC.RS VOTES

erals.
llu party was interrupted briefly by
niformed Vancouver

, who convinced Rode
amental-health advocate, to leave.

As Louis was dragged from where he
g 10 a camera stand, he shout-
he mentally ill have been lh an-
(Ionul by the NDP in this provin

Atransvestite identifying herself only
and looking like a cross be-

BARBARA YAFFE: THE NATIONAL SCENE A3
EDITORIAL: CLARK'S MODESTVICTORY A12
OPINION: COMMUNITY BOARD'S VIEWS  A13
NEW IMAGE KEY TO NDP'S VICTORY 1
ONCE-MIGHTY SOCREDS OFF THEMAP B2
“HUMBLED' CLARK THANKS B.C. WORKERS B3
BUDGET PROMISES KICK OFF MANDATE B4

8 10
unllul clutching the hand of the now-

retired MLA for Burnrd

of the vote, the Progressive Democratic
Alliance took 5.8 per cent, and other
parties between them got 3.6 per cent.

At the end of the last legislative ses-
sion, the NDP held S0 seats, the Liber-
als 15, Reform four. Independents
three, the Progressive Democratic Al-
liance rwo and Social Credit one.

“Boy, was that close, or what?” a jubi-

| lant Premier Glen Clark said at a bois-

terous NDP victory rally in the Hotel
Vancouver.

Touching on the main theme of his
election campaign, Clark promised a
government that will be on the side of
the middle class.

But he also said his will be a govern-
ment for all British Columbians, no mat-
ter how they voted.

Praising NDP supporters, he said of
the close victory: “We did it because we
stood together.”

And Clark made a peace offering to
his opponents, congratulating Liberal
leader Gordon Campbell, Reform
leader Jack Weisgerber and Progressive
Democratic Alliance leader Gordon Wil-
son, all of whom were re-elected.

Appearing at a Liberal rally at the Ho-
ul Van:ou\ er, Campbell scemed

“For now I just want to relax,” Barnes
i hen Il getinvolved

tired politician should do.”
Please sce NDP, A6

the kind of things a conscientious re- .

pite his party’s loss.

“There s no party in British Columbia
that has got more votes than the Liberal
party,” he said to cheers.

Campbell tried to lay to rest rumors

Please see Election, A2

reorganized from #n
Social Credit party,

now under

representative Gordon
Campbell, former
mayor of Vancouver
City) for the second
time running. Leading
up to the higkstakes

election, the

corporationfriendly
BC Liberals promised

to repeal
environmental

legislations, cut ah
slash away thE&orest
Practices Code Act
and downsize the

Ministry of
Environment,

promises lger fulfilled
by the BC Liberals
after the May 2001

' Reformer blasts
 bilingualism as

WEATHER
Who voted for this?

School-bus hlj ackmg hero hailed

election (20012017).

Within a year and a half of the May 1996 election, the NDP administration, ureterePGlen Clark,
began in part to do what the BC Liberals had promised private industry: heidedvthe Ministry of
Environment, gutted some of the teeth infoeest Practices Code Aattc. In the summer of 1997,
Premiere Clark wentso farastolabeenvi r onment al i st s fienemies
Dan Miller began promoting offsher o i | and gas development and
forests, echoing what Forest Minister Andrew Petter stated in 1997 at a forest industry oanmenti
Prince Geor g eobjectivésaete sinitargo tibge Bfdthe WAC Bennett Sociatdir party.

of
proi

SWillKoopandDougR di es (referred to as the fAobserversodo in t
Quesnel Lake in a 2fbot aluminum craft with a 2Borse outboardhotor. (P.s., thankyou Uli)

he r
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During the NDPs second term, the newly
created Forest Practices Board, in charge
monitoring public complaints of logging
practices under thiéorest Practices Code
Act, were hampered by few staff and
inadequate funding to undertake proper
investigationof public complaints.

U@V\Spvv— vkl jﬁ("\ 'g(?(:. /5,3

Forest practices
watchdog down
to 1 mvestigator

The board has reached a state of
near-paralysis, with only three
of 11 complaints still on the
active file being looked at.

LARRY PYNN
Sun Environment Reporter

The provincial body that investigates
violations of the new Forest Practices
Code is in a staffing crisis, down to a sin-
gle investigator to handle public com-
plaints.

“This is serious, a substantial problem
for us,” Keith Moore, chair of the Forest
Practices Board in Victoria, said in an in-
terview Tuesday. “This is not the kind-of
prompt response to complaints that the
public expects.”

Since the new code took effect June
15, 1995, the Forest Practices Board has
received 32 public complaints. Of those,
11 are still on the active file and three
are actually under investigation.

But with only one investigator on staff
(down from a high of six earlier this
year, all temporary and contract ap-
pointments), the board has reached a
state of gridlock that won't be rectified
until year’s end at the earliest.

Earlier this month, board investigator
Glen Pilling warned the Sierra Legal De-
fence Fund, acting on behalf of the Sier-
ra Club of B.C., not to expect a quick re-
sponse to its complaint.

He wrote “. . . we do not have staff
available to conduct those assessments

immediately and . .. you should not ex-
pect an immediate response:

“We will also be unable to conduct
any investigation in the near future if we
decide to investigate.”

The Sierra Club is protesting the for-
est development plan for the Klaskish
watershed north of the Brooks Peninsu-
la on Vancouver Island.

Vicky Husband, the Sierra Club’s ¢on-
servation chair, complained that Jog-
ging continues in the watershed while
the Forest Practices Board awaits staff.

“Inadequate government support for
the board means that the public’s access
to appeal is denied,” she said.

Moore said the board was caughtina
provincial hiring freeze that is only now
beginning to thaw. ‘

The board has just hired a permanent
executive director, Mike Wyeth, a silvi-
culture manager in the B.C. forests min-
istry, and is now conducting interviews
for a director of investigations.

The plan is to bring on board two
more temporary investigators on con-
tract this summer, pending the hiring of
five more full-time investigators by the
end of 1996.

“We are seriously short-staffed,”
Moore agreed. “We were caught in the
general hiring freeze by government
and couldn’t hire permanent staff.”

The board investigates public com-
plaints about violations of the Forest
Practices Code only after other govern-
ment avenues have proven unsuccess-

D4 THE VANCOUVER SUN, THURSDAY, MAY 11, 1998

THE WEST

More forest-code audité needed, biologist says

DAVID HOGBEN
SUN BUSINESS REPORTER

Too few audits have been
done to conclude that forest
companies in British Columbia
are complying with the forest
practices code, according to a
biologist with Sierra Legal De-
fence Fund.

John \\’crring was comment-
ing after the forest practices
board released its annual report

Wednesday.
“The statement from the
chair basically says that code re-

‘quirements are being met and

forestry is better in B.C. asare-
sult of the introduction of the
code,” Werring said.

“The board has not done
enough audits to make that

‘statement. They should have
done more audits. The forest .

practices board likes to call it-

self the forest watchdog; we
look at them as the forest lap-

’lghc board said in its report
that four forest licences were
audited in1997. 5

Board chair Keith Moore said
that with more staff members
and resources more audits
would be completed, but de-
fended the audits that were
done.

| “I think the annual report is
Pretty specific in stating that
the audits have found that most
Practices are in general compli-
ance,” Mdore said in an inter-
View,

“Certainly we are reporting
on relatively few audits to date.”

The length of time it takes to
complete an investigation is
also a problem, says Werring.

“We have made 20 com-

plaints, going as far back as
1995,” Werring said. “Essential-
ly nothing has happened, those
complaints have not been con-
cluded.”

Moore acknowledged the in-
vestigative process has been
slow, but he said the board is at-
tempting to speed up the
process.

Many of the problems were
associated with the startup of

the board.

“There was not much
in the way of prece-
dence or procedures.

We have been careful and cau-
tious to deal with complaints
very thoroughly,” he said.

Environmental activists such
as Sergio Paone, a director of
the Friends of Clayoquot Sound,
say compliance is less of an is-
sue than the code itself.

“Even if they were to fully
comply with the forest prac-
tices code it would not ... offer
protection to the environment.”

Paone said the board is se-
verely understaffed and there-
fore too slow to complete inves-
tigations in a timely fashion.
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Unidentified hiker looks small indeed compared to the majesty of a giant tree in the rainforest. Cariboo trees are threatened.

A clear-cut decision

At a special slide show and forum in Vancou-
ver Tuesday, conservationists Doug Radies and
Ocean Hellman will be honored with the Eugene
Rogers Award for their work.

Despite the prestige of the award, they would
much rather have the satisfaction of seeing their
volunteer work completed — park status for
the Cariboo Mountains
wilderness in B.C.’s Interior.

Not all our rainforest is on
the coast, but like almost all
the world’s rainforest the
magnificent trees of the Cari-
boo Mountains stand con-
demned to obliteration.

Unless logging plans are
halted, the second most
important sockeye salmon
tributary of the Fraser will be
put at risk.

Most of the fish-rich head-
waters area of the Quesnel
River system is scheduled for
clearcutting over the next five years, even though
studies indicate the logging would be heavily sub-
sidized by B.C. taxpayers.

The Cariboo Mountains Wilderness Coalition
recognizes that some logging must take place
to help support the local economy, but is push-
ing for a reduction in the cutting rate to allow pro-
tection of the vital watershed area.

The reasons for protection include:

Cariboo
Mountains
face the axe

Mt is the largest undeveloped old-growth for-
est ecosystem in the southern Interior of the
province, and the largest intact wilderness area
in the Shuswap Nations’ traditional territory.

M The waterways that rise in the Cariboo Moun-
tains are second only to the famed Adams River
in producing sockeye for the Fraser, and there
are significant numbers of chinook, coho, pink
salmon and trout.

W Heavy rainfall on the western slopes has cre-
ated internationally significant wetlands crucial
for migratory waterfowl, fish and wildlife.

W The valley bottoms contain ancient
cedar/hemlock forests, and experience elsewhere
indicates that most of these huge trees will be
burned or buried onsite so the corporations can
cash in on the more commercially valuable moun-
tain spruce and fir.

M Fragmenting the area will threaten the griz-
zly bear populations. Herds of woodland caribou
must have old-growth timber to survive.

W The wilderness region is vital to the contin-
ued economic importance of sports fishing on

Quesnel Lake. The wilderness diversity supports
a fast-growing tourist industry.

Premier Mike Harcourt's promises about pro-
tecting biodiversity and moving toward timber
industry sustainability will prove hollow indeed
if his government fails to reduce logging plans
in the Cariboo Mountains.

For details, go to the Tuesday night forum at
the MacMillan Planetarium Auditorium at 7:30.

Wilderness photographer Ralph Currie is to
present a slide-and-tape show about the region.
Admission is $5.

EEn

No wonder Vancouver Island’s timber moguls
are upset with the CORE/Harcourt decision—
they get only 87 per cent of the place and some
bits of it don't even have trees.

Of course, all the others get only 13 per cent,
and MOST of their share has no trees.

In that big industry-orchestrated demonstra-
tion in Victoria, somewhere between 10,000 and
10 million island loggers demanded that all the
others get no more than 12 per cent.

Somehow, we learn from irresponsible sources,
that extra one per cent is going to eliminate at
least 14-million jobs and reduce the island’s eco-
nomic output by 110 per cent.

Well, that’s the democratic process for you. But
at least we're left with a huge increase in manure,
which might form the basis of a mushroom indus-
try while we wait 80 years for the next crop of
trees.

the QMWC andhe QWRA that Doug Radies applied great effort, research and dedication to protect as
much ofthe Quesnel Lake area ecosystems through advocacy and public education. He imparted the

During the
first term, numerous
Protected Area
Strategy processes
were undertaken
through the
legislated mandate of
the Commission on
Resources and
Environment
(CORE) by way of
Regional and Sub
Regional plans. One
of the landuse
battles, the Caribol
Chilcotin Regional
Land Use Plan, was
quite fierce, with the
forest industry
creating asnuch
ruckus as possible in
order to protect its
selfinterests. It was
during this period
that the Quesnel
Mountains
Wilderness Coalition
(QMWC) and the
Quesnel Rier
Watershed Alliance
(QRWA) were
formed which
undertook to protect
as many intact
watershed in the
Quesnel Lake area:
i.e., the Penfold and
Niagara valleys,
home to critical
wildlife habitat and
functional
ecosystems.

And, it was through

importance of the Quesnel River watershed as a critical rearing and gjeming for salmon and
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Not blind opposition to progress — but opposition to blind progress.
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1525 AMELIA ST., VICTORIA B.C. V8W 2K1 - PHONE (604) 386-5255/FAX 386-4453

CARIBOO MOUNTAINS UPDATE
SAVE THE FORESTS AND SAVE THE FISHERY

While debate rages between conflicting groups over
who gets what share of B.C.'s dwindling salmon
stocks, clearcut logging continues in the Quesnel
River watershed, which drains the Quesnel highlands
and Cariboo Mountains of the central Interior.

Four of the five Pacific salmon stocks spawn in the
Quesnel system, a major tributary of the Fraser River
— pinks, coho, chinook and sockeye — but the fish are
only here because of the water flowing down from the
wet western wall of the Cariboo mountain range that
soars above the dry interior plateau. The many crecks
draining into Quesnel Lake flow through forests that
protect and regulate that water, ancient stands of
cedar and hemlock in the valley bottoms, spruce and
fir at higher elevations. Yet as essential as those for-
ests are to the Quesnel — and its rich fishery — timber
companies have roaded and logged major tributaries
of Quesnel Lake.

As these words are being written the Cariboo
Mountains Wilderness Coalition (CMWC) is again
conducting a canoeing expedition on the lake in sup-
port of the Cariboo Mountains park proposal. (Sierra
Report, May-June 1991, and September-October
1992). The proposal would link the Wells Gray and
Bowron Lakes parks to protect the heartland of the
Cariboo Mountains. This is an area too ecologically
rich for the logging companies' business-as-usual.
Here, a diverse landscape of peaks and glaciers, old-
growth forest, deep freshwater lakes, and an abun-
dance of wetlands, supports the largest concentration
of grizzly bear in the B.C. Interior and high popula-
tions of woodland caribou, migratory waterfowl and
the Quesnel's celebrated sockze salmon. Federal
fisheries consultants warn that the potential for log-
ging impacts on Cariboo Mountains drainage basins
1s high.

We reprint the following part of an article written
by Doug Radies of the Cganboo Mountains Wilder-
ness Coalition for the May 24, 1993 edition of The
Fisherman:

In the spring of 1992 the NDP government placed a
temporary moratorium on any further development in
the majority of these critical watersheds to provide

' "breathing space" for Stephen Owen's Commission
on Resources and the Economy (CORE) to establish

a regional planning process in the Cariboo.

The Ministry of the Environment is currently con-
ducting an environmental assessment of the impact of
this past winter's logging in Blue Lead Creek, a valu-
able fisheries stream on the east arm of Quesnel Lake
that was not deferred in 1992. But the focus of the
audit is on the site-specific impact, not the long-term
cumulative impact associated with continuous road-
building and forest removal over time.

The CMWC claim that full protection is the best
management tool to preserve critical fish and wildlife
habitant. In recognizing that it is not practicable over
the entire land base, the coalition is calling for a re-
duction in the annual allowable cut in the Quesnel
River watershed to accommodate full protection in
some areas while providing options for truly sustain-
able resource use in areas designated for integrated
resource management. That would include no-logging
buffer zones on all streams and changes in forest
practices.

The government will be making a decision on the
Cariboo Mountains Park proposal at the end of this
year.

Please write to Minister of Fisheries and Oceans
Ross Reid, Centennial Towers, 15th floor, 200 Kent
St., Ottawa, ON KI1A 0E6. Please write also to

Pljemiqr Michael Harcourt, Parliament Bldgs.,
Victoria, B.C. V8V 1X4.

The Cariboo Mountains Wilderness Coalition, a
small but dedicated group, operates on a shoestring
and is desperately undegﬂ d. Donations would be
greatly appreciated. ir address is P.O. Box
34293, Station D, Vancouver, B.C. V6J 4N8. Phone
(604) 685-8269.

freshwater fish species: the Horsefly River watershed and the Quekeesubsystems. And, that is

when he began to investigate the relationship of industrial logging practices to water quality and water
runoff and is primarily wi he invited the author of this report to lend him a helping haHd.organized

the Eyes bthe Forest conference in 1®3uring which time he arranged a conference speakers tour of
the Quesnel Lake area, with a speblaly 24, 1996visit of the Long Creek mainlinead under

construction at that time.

" The author enrolled in an introductory eweek forest hymblogy course in September 1995 with Idaho forest hydrologist Al
IsaacsonTheauthorlaterread numerous technical repcatsl resarched the history of forest hydrology North America
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