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ñEven when roads are located, built, and maintained according to the standards, roads alter slope 

hydrology by intercepting subsurface flows in road cuts, accumulating it in ditches, and conveying the 

water and any entrained sediment directly to the surface drainage network or to localized areas of slopes. 

This alteration short-circuits the natural routing of runoff and changes stream water regimes; it can also 

change water quality, and lead to decreased slope stability.ò   

 

Source: Clayoquot Sound Scientific Panel. Sustainable Ecosystem Management in Clayoquot Sound - 

Planning and Practices, April 1995, page 124. 
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FOREWORD 

 

Following three field trips to West Fraser Timber Co. Ltd.ôs logging operations on the North Arm of 

Quesnel Lake ï May 28, 1995, May 19-20, 1996 and August 12, 1996 ï the first draft version of the Say-

No-More report was completed on August 23, 1996. One or two other draft versions were made in 

subsequent months, with a final report completed in January 1997 as a quasi-internal report, copies which 

were given to the Sierra Legal Defence Fund (later renamed as Eco Justice), most likely sent to the Forest 

Practices Board, 1 and to interested parties.  

 

In preparation for making the original report public, the author has made the following revisions: 

 

¶ Most of the reportôs photographs, printed as black and white snapshots from Hi-8 videotape, were 

reproduced in color from digitized versions of the original reconnaissance videotapes. Though 

resolution and color quality of these captured photographs are lacking, they are more than 

adequate for the purpose at hand. Other black and white photos in the report that were sourced 

from color slides were scanned from printed paper copies found in old files kept by the author.   

¶ More snapshot photos from the digitized videotapes were added to help the narrative evidence.  

¶ Colored elements replaced some black and white features found in the original Maps and 

Diagrams to highlight and better identify locations of streams, roads, sedimentation flows, etc.  

¶ Copies of old newspaper clippings, correspondence, and various report sources were added to the 

narrative in the report sections, and sometimes as an appendix, to add punch and background 

information.  

 

Where possible, all the original report narrative content was preserved, except for correcting grammatical 

errors and addition of footnotes. Many thanks to Doug Radies who help consult and edit the various draft 

and final versions from August 1996 to January 1997. 

 

After reading or glancing through this report, some may conclude and ask: why write such a large report, 

and whatôs all the bother about such a small area and drainage? Why make a big fuss about it all? Well, 

itôs about a very big subject and a very important area. It was very important at the time, and still is. Of 

course, in the context of the Quesnel Lake fresh-water habitat ecosystem, the August 4, 2014 Mount 

Polley mining disaster 2 has thrown a wrench into that ecosystem, a fundamental complication into the 

mix of an otherwise other complication.   

 

Will Koop,  

January 27, 2020 

 
1 The author does not recall if a copy was received by the Forest Practices Board or not. Refer to page 107, a copy of a fax sent 

to the Forest Practices Board on January 21, 1997. 
2 See the authorôs December 1, 2014 on-line report, ñThe Scene of the Crime: A Preliminary Analysis and History of the Mount 

Polley Mine Tailings Storage Facility,ò and the authorôs December 28, 2015 YouTube, ñThe Scene of the Crime: The Mount 

Polley Mine Tailings Catastrophe.ò 



5 

 

Map #1: 1992 Poster showing logging proposals (brown shaded) for 1992-1997 period. 
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PREFACE AND CONTEXT  

 

The circumstances behind the events documented in this report date back some 24 years. The distance in 

time, therefore, makes it difficult for the interested reader to appreciate or remember the often heated and 

sustained political debates revolving around forest industry conflicts prevalent and brewing during the 

first and second administrations of the provincial New Democrat Party (NDP), before and after the Forest 

Practices Code Act became law on June 15, 1995. This Preface will help to provide a basic backgrounder. 

Public opposition to accelerated, unbridled clear-cut logging of B.C.ôs remaining stands of old growth 

forests became a deep and pronounced concern in the 1980s, as evidenced in reams of B.C. newspapers, 

magazine, radio and television broadcast features. National polls conducted in 1989 to 1991 concluded 

that the óenvironment,ô with emphasis on Canadian forests, was the number one public issue. The polling 

results so disturbed resource extraction corporations that they initiated public relations strategies in the 

1990s following to overturn and redirect the publicôs thinking, and to curtail environmental regulations.  

 

One of the main resource themes resulting from the building of new industrial logging roads and clear-

cutting throughout BCôs land-base concerned consequential impacts to fish habitat, 3 a subject first 

prominently raised in the 1944-1945 Sloan Forest Resources Commission. 4 Even though federal fisheries 

inspectors brought scathing evidence before the Sloan Commission about logging practices responsible 

for degrading and ruining spawning grounds and stream channels, governments in decades following 

ignored the testimonies and recommendations from Motherwell, BCôs Chief Fisheries Inspector, to 

properly protect fish habitat by protecting large forest buffers, giving sway to ójobsô over the 

óenvironmentô arguments imposed by forest industry captains and lobbyists.  

 

 
3 Including impacts to wildlife, community watersheds, sensitive ecologies, First Nations cultures, etc. 
4 The author had reviewed the hearing proceedings and exhibits at the Provincial Archives in Victoria and those held at the 

University of B.C.  
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Through their primary lobbying arm, the BC Council of Forest Industries, multinational and Canadian-

based forest corporations influenced the Social Credit Party administration in the 1980s to pass 

controversial legislation in 1987-1988 for privatization of public forests under the rubric of expanding 

Tree Farm Licence (TFL) agreements. With public concerns raging about these secret negotiations, set 

amidst the context of overcutting remaining old growth forest stands, from 1988 to 1989 environmental 

and community organizations, local governments, First Nations, academics, and even Union memberships 

forced the government to cancel the controversial legislation and to conduct a Royal Commission on 

Forest Resources. For the first time in BC administrative history, by 1991 the Sandy Peel Commission 

recommended new forest practices legislation and a new role for public involvement in BC forest 

management of public and private lands. 5  

 

With the downfall of the Social Credit administration (December 1975 to 1991) in the September 1991 

provincial election, the New Democratic Party administration (1991 ï 2001) began implementing draft 

legislations for a new forest practices regime under pressing public mandate. After three years of public 

and stakeholder input, and after numerous government draft documents through advice from government 

resource committees, the Forest Practices Code Act was passed on June 15, 1995. 

 

 

 
5 Refer to Will Koopôs April 30, 2003 on-line report, The Working Forest: The End of the Commons, for a description of some 

of these issues.  
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During this transition 

from the óold wayô of 

reckless industrial 

forestry practices to a 

ónew regimeô is when 

the author journeyed to 

the isolated waters of 

the North and East 

Arms of Quesnel Lake 

(1995 ï 1997), set 

amidst the 

controversies of West 

Fraser Timberôs 

ñJunction Cedar 

License.ò  

 

Here, in this beautiful 

landscape, the 

company was logging 

the unspoiled 

wilderness, vast 

mountain slopes and 

valleys of old growth 

cedar, hemlock and 

spruce, nested within 

the Interior Rainforest 

or Wet Belt of the 

Quesnel Highlands. 

 

 

 

 

 
Article to right: West 

Fraser Timber was 

paying government $0.25 

per cubic metre for logs 

in its Junction Cedar 

License, which amounts 

to an average payment of 

about $10 (Canadian) 

per truck load of timber 

hauled. 
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The investigation of 

the Long Creek 

mainline logging road 

on May 20, 1996, 

events documented in 

the Say-No-More 

report, 6 coincided one 

week before the 

provincial election 

when the NDP 

defeated the BC 

Liberals (renamed and 

reorganized from the 

Social Credit party, 

now under 

representative Gordon 

Campbell, former 

mayor of Vancouver 

City) for the second 

time running. Leading 

up to the high-stakes 

election, the 

corporation-friendly 

BC Liberals promised 

to repeal 

environmental 

legislations, cut and 

slash away the Forest 

Practices Code Act, 

and downsize the 

Ministry of 

Environment, 

promises later fulfilled 

by the BC Liberals 

after the May 2001 

election (2001-2017).  

 

Within a year and a half of the May 1996 election, the NDP administration, under Premier Glen Clark, 

began in part to do what the BC Liberals had promised private industry: he downsized the Ministry of 

Environment, gutted some of the teeth in the Forest Practices Code Act, etc. In the summer of 1997, 

Premiere Clark went so far as to label environmentalists ñenemies of BC.ò By 1999, Cabinet Minister 

Dan Miller began promoting offshore oil and gas development and privatization of BCôs Crown land 

forests, echoing what Forest Minister Andrew Petter stated in 1997 at a forest industry convention in 

Prince George: that the NDPôs objectives were similar to those of the WAC Bennett Social Credit party.  

 
6 Will Koop and Doug Radies (referred to as the ñobserversò in the report) made their journeys up the isolated North Arm of 

Quesnel Lake in a 20-foot aluminum craft with a 25-horse outboard motor. (P.s., thankyou Uli) 
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During the NDPs second term, the newly 

created Forest Practices Board, in charge of 

monitoring public complaints of logging 

practices under the Forest Practices Code 

Act, were hampered by few staff and 

inadequate funding to undertake proper 

investigations of public complaints. 
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During the NDPôs 

first term, numerous 

Protected Area 

Strategy processes 

were undertaken 

through the 

legislated mandate of 

the Commission on 

Resources and 

Environment 

(CORE) by way of 

Regional and Sub-

Regional plans. One 

of the land-use 

battles, the Caribou / 

Chilcotin Regional 

Land Use Plan, was 

quite fierce, with the 

forest industry 

creating as much 

ruckus as possible in 

order to protect its 

self-interests. It was 

during this period 

that the Quesnel 

Mountains 

Wilderness Coalition 

(QMWC) and the 

Quesnel River 

Watershed Alliance 

(QRWA) were 

formed which 

undertook to protect 

as many intact 

watersheds in the 

Quesnel Lake area: 

i.e., the Penfold and 

Niagara valleys, 

home to critical 

wildlife habitat and 

functional 

ecosystems.  

 

And, it was through 

the QMWC and the QWRA that Doug Radies applied great effort, research and dedication to protect as 

much of the Quesnel Lake area ecosystems through advocacy and public education. He imparted the 

importance of the Quesnel River watershed as a critical rearing and staging ground for salmon and 
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freshwater fish species: the Horsefly River watershed and the Quesnel Lake sub-systems. And, that is 

when he began to investigate the relationship of industrial logging practices to water quality and water 

runoff and is primarily why he invited the author of this report to lend him a helping hand. 7 He organized 

the Eyes of the Forest conference in 1996, during which time he arranged a conference speakers tour of 

the Quesnel Lake area, with a special May 24, 1996 visit of the Long Creek mainline road under 

construction at that time. 

 
7 The author enrolled in an introductory one-week forest hydrology course in September 1995 with Idaho forest hydrologist Al 

Isaacson. The author later read numerous technical reports and researched the history of forest hydrology in North America. 
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