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Quotes

AOccupied Palestinian Territory lies above sizeable reservoirs of oil and natural gas wealth, in Area C of
the occupied West Bank and the Mediterranean coast off the Gaza Strip. The accumulated losses are
estimated in the billions of dollars. € This study identifies and assesses existing and potential Palestinian
oil and natural gas reserves that could be exploited for the benefit of the Palestinian people, which Israel is
either preventing them from exploiting or is exploiting without due regard for international law. (Source:
The Economic Costs of the Israel Occupation for the Palestinian People: The Unrealized Oil and Natural
Gas Potential, United Nations, 2019)

AON 9 October 2023, Yoav Gallant, Israelés Minister of Defense, stated: iWWe are imposing a complete siege
on [Gaza]. No electricity, no food, no water, no fuel T everything is closed. We are fighting human animals,
and we act accordinglyo. (Urgent Action: Palestinian Human Rights Organizations Call on Third States to
Urgently Intervene to Protect the Palestinian People Against Genocide, Al-Haq, October 13, 2023.)

AiThe mainstream media has kept the actual motives behind Israelés criminal occupation and blockade of the
Palestinian Territories deliberately hidden from view. The hidden motive here being Gazads trillion-dollar
maritime gas reserves. this genocidal siege was never about Hamas. It was only ever about resource
theft and extraction from the Palestinian Territories.o (Source: YouTube, November 9, 2023, T worth $500
billion, Proof: Israel to steal Gazats gas T worth $500 billion, The CJ Werleman Show)

The Economic Costs of the Israeli
Occupation for the Palestinian People:
B The Unrealized Oil and Natural Gas Potential

AThis is not a war on Hamas. This is a war on the children of Gaza.o (Source: quote from Dr. Anas Al-
Kassem, Ontario trauma surgeon, Norfolk General Hospital and West Haldimand General Hospital,
YouTube, Doctors say Israel is wiping out a generation of kids in Gaza, January 29, 2024)

AThe three pillars of Judaism are truth, justice, and peace. The Netanyahu government is the opposite of
these core Jewish values. It is the most aggressipansionistovertlyracist and Jewisbupremacist
government in Israés history The essence of Judaism is noolence. The present government is the
antithesisof this essence® (Source:lsraeli-British historian Avi Shlaim, January 27, 2024, Speech at the
Emergency Conference of Global Intellectuals of Conscience to Stop Genocide in Gaza in London, UK)
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Preface

This volume, fizionism Hates the Truth: Big Reveal following Duo Claims and Signals to the ICJ

by Retired Canadian Supreme Court Justice Rosalie Abella and Former Canadian Minister of Justice Irwin
Cotler that the State of Israel is Above International Law,0 is a significant departure from the thematic
reports | have primarily self-published on the protection of drinking waters (https://www.bctwa.org/): now
to this, the arena of human rights and the invaluable protection of Palestinians and full recognition of their
fiself determinationo and fiRight of Returno to their stolen lands and of their resources.

Many of my readers, and those familiar with my advocacy history, may ask what caused me to make the
dramatic shift. | suppose I could have stayed on topic and developed a thorough and appropriate analysis on
how the Zionist Israel colonial project had been pilfering, ruining, polluting, and constricting Palestineds
domestic water sources over time (which a few others have carefully reported on), whilst oppressing
Palestinians and stealing Syriais Golan Heights lands and water rights, a very sordid history, including the
most recent wilful introduction of pumping salt water to drown Gazags secret tunnel networks, thereby
forever polluting Gazats groundwaters, an utterly abhorrent and insidious political-military decision.

In all honesty, what prompted me to consolidate this report was an urgent, inner prompting, an awakening
of my conscience, a call to duty.

I began this effort on January 20, 2024, with a simple objective: to produce a twenty-odd-page critique on
former Canadian Supreme Court Justice Rosalie Abellats January 9, 2024, opinion article published in the
Globe and Mail newspaper (see Part 3 for the copy). Abella opposed and attacked South Africads 84-page
long, well-referenced filing with the International Court of Justice (ICJ), a timely filing which justly
accused Zionist Israel of committing, alongside a continuous Al Nakba, an ongoing genocide of Palestinian
refugee inmates within its walled Gaza concentration camp. After all, Abella, with her now 41 accumulated
honorary doctorates (her 41% recently awarded in Tel Aviv) and numerous awards, was a 6famousd human
rights advocate and jurist celebrity. I, alongside other Canadians, was deeply troubled by Abellats illogical
and unethical response statements three months into Israelés genocide, who obviously meant to influence
the then imminent ICJ6s January 12" Decision at the Hague: | became intent on rebuffing her.

In my rebuffing mode, | bumped into the figurehead of Irwin Cotler, the former McGill University law
professor, founder of the ten-year old Raoul Wallenberg Human Rights Centre, Abellads old Canadian
friend and associate, who | had never heard of or known anything about. Cotler authored a duplicate
themed opinion article published in the National Post newspaper the day after Abellads (see also Part 3 for
the copy), with oddly similar, rash defense arguments against South Africa, with the same intent to sway
public opinion and the ICJ. And, at the time, | was unaware of the Raoul Centre and that Abella was one of
its honorary co-chairs since 2017. My dinnocentd discovery of Cotler would turn the tide of my critique to
an epic undertaking. In my meagre efforts to scrutinize two celebrated, legally trained and Jewish Zionist-
minded Canadians, | quickly became aware that | was opening a gigantic can of worms: a short critique
morphed into a complex inquiry project. Once again, my sincerest apologies for getting drawn in and
yielding to this temptation, and for neglecting my normal duties and friendships.

I must confess that prior to this endeavour | had been an absolute ignoramus on the history and politics of
Palestine, a land that in 1948 became a divided colonial occupier state territory rebranded as Zionist Israel,
its political fate and the intertwined circumstances concerning the forceful and tragic displacement of
Palestinian inhabitants and their lands over the last one hundred or so years. My only prior introduction to
this subject was during my world travels that brought me to Egypt in February 1986, so long ago, where |
found myself reaching up to a bookshelf to randomly pick a book published (as | now vaguely recall) in
about 1966 on the plight and purging of Palestinians. | was shocked and moved as | ploughed through it. It
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brought tears to my eyes, a beginning mark to altering an indoctrinated thinking about éthe Holy Lando. |
had read nothing since about that tragedy, until énow,0 January 2024 onwards.

From 1987 to 1990, |
dedicated my éleisured life to
learning about and advocating
for Indigenous rights in
Canada, mostly British
Columbia, with my
involvement in the former
Vancouver branch of the
Canadian ecumenical
organization called Project
North (named and formed
after the MacKenzie Valley
Pipeline inquiry in the 1970s,
after which some 120 chapters
were created), renamed in the
early 1990s as the Aboriginal
Rights Coalition. During that
time, | attended dozens of the

glabin_ti]f_fﬁs private legal ROSALIE ABELLA INTERNATIONAL

epriering sessions In ia‘ h e,

downtown Vancouver during 5 & S ? -
IRWIN COTLER # °_ JUSTICE

HEAVY HITTERS

the Supreme Court
proceedings of the (RAOUL TAG
controversial and epic Gitksan
/ Wettsuwetoen Supreme
Court trial proceedings. Over
the span of six or so years, |
often travelled 18 hours one-
way north in my vehicle to
their homelands on the Stikine
River watershed east of Prince
Rupert where their forest
lands, as the forest lands of all
British Columbia indigenous
peoples, where being
édevelopedd and raped (the
forest industryés former 50 cents on the dollar, on over 500,000 kilometers of forest service logging roads).
I learned about the history, political tribulations and injustices of some of the other Indigenous peoples on
the northwestern corner of Turtle Island: the Nisgada (on the Nass River, obliterated by clearcut logging in
Tree Farm License #1); the Cheslatta (their river territorial and flooding battles against Alcan, and the
logging); the Haida (lots of logging, fishing rights, recently handed back their lands); the Ingenika/
Mesilinka (Williston dreservoird area and logging); the Tsilhgotdin / Nemaiah people (west of Williams
Lake, more logging); the Stoatéimc people (from Pemberton to Lillooet); and much later through my anti-
fracking advocacy, the Treaty 8 peoples in northeast BC (impacted by eye-popping écumulative oil-patched
environmental degradationso). | attribute these early learning experiences the reason for my strong moral
sympathies with the Palestinian peoplets plights, for understanding the cruel, greedy, profit driven and
oblivious objectives of the colonizer: | also live in a colonial / quasi-colonial / post-colonial occupier state.

Meme from Part 3




Over the course of just over a yearts research, learning, reflection and composition, | have come to
recognize that the history of Israeli écolonial settler-ismd (the term attributed to Fayez Sayegh) is
notoriously difficult, plagued with many pitfalls, hazards, and an almost infinite supply of episodes and
documents, and with a corresponding host of advocates on either side of the fences. | was also woefully
ignorant of the voluminous proceedings of the United Nationsd operations (6organsé) on this subject, in
particular the more recent roles of its special rapporteurs since the early 1990s who have documented, ad
nauseum, the controversial matters and episodes of Zionist / Israelés inhumane treatments and robberies of
Palestinians through repeated violations of international law, and of the bizarre United Nations voting
history by 6democratic state parties defiantly in support of Israelés unlawful subjugation of Palestinians
over the last 76 and more years.

Of the reams of information collected while tracing numerous webbed threads, early on | stumbled upon
two important anti-Zionist figureheads, one an American follower of Classical Judaism, the other a
Palestinian who quietly followed Christianity. First was Rabbi EImer Berger, whose Memoirs of an Anti-
Zionist Jew, was published in 1978 by the Institute for Palestinian Studies, and Jack Ross0 recent 2011
insightful biography, Rabbi Outcast, who, in his Epilogue chapter, evaluates Berger as an fiextraordinary
man of conscience.0 In the introduction to Bergerés 1978 Memoirs, C.K. Zurayk writes:

ADr. Bergerts life and work have been distinguished both by his deep insights into one of todayds
most harassing problems T the problem of Palestine T and by his courage and persistence in
defending the truths that these insights revealed. He has regarded it as his duty to expose the blind
neglect and deliberate distortion of those truths and to combat the pernicious attitudes, policies and
decisions which resulted from this neglect and distortion. € For there is perhaps no problem in
human history which has been surrounded with as much misrepresentation, deception and
emotional manipulation as has been the problem of Palestine. The Zionists have created and put
into operation such a powerful machinery of information, or rather of misinformation, of
calumniation and of intimidation that the fundamentals have not been allowed to appear; they have
been almost completely submerged by a mass of untruths and irrelevancies.o

Without Rabbi Berger T his organized Jewish danti-Zionismd advocational struggle from 1942 onward T we
perhaps cannot better understand the anchors and presuppositions which drive prominent political figures,
such as Canadian Zionists Rosalie Abella and Irwin Cotler T participants in what Berger nicknames the
fiZionist machined T who advocate the twisted precepts of Zionism to our governments, institutions and
through popular media messaging. Berger served a critical historic role as a collective conscience not only
for his fellow followers of Reform Judaism, but for humanity in general. He was a dedicated follower and
communicator of moral, monotheistic Judaism, who, as Jack Ross reveals, was weaned in the 1930s on the
prominent, steadfast, Jehovah-faithful Old Testament prophets who bravely and repeatedly demanded
justice in a land of injustice succumbed by the ¢flock of Israeld and, notably, by Israelés often wayward
institutionalized prophets and misguided leaders. In this context, Berger repeatedly warned the world of the
political dangers by political Zionists who misused and abused the term 6anti-Semitism.6 In May 1970, five
years before the November 10, 1975, United Nations Resolution number 3379, 6Zionism is Racism,i Berger
summarized, yet again, this time to an audience at the Loeb Playhouse, Purdue campus, in West Lafayette,
Indiana, that filsrael is anything but a democracy T a state which practices apartheid. There is an affinity
between Israel and unprogressive, racist states.0

The second and distinctly remarkable person | discovered a third of the way through my inquiry is Fayez
Sayegh, the intellectual Palestinian academic, prolific writer, statesman and compassionate defender of
Palestinian rights, who is primarily featured at length in Part 8 of this report, iMover, Shaker, Resolution
Maker.0 Somewhat akin to Latin poet Virgil in Italian poet Dante Alighieriés Divine Comedy poem, namely
the special 6human reasond guide who led pilgrim Dante into the spiralling depths of The Inferno realm
(Danteds volume one), it was Sayegh, through his writings (as many as | could find), that became my



6human reasond guide to help understand the underworld mechanics and perspectives of Jewish Zionism.
There are, of course, many other writers with commentaries on the mechanics for the other influential half
of this perverse coin, namely Christian Zionism (perhaps an offshoot or integration to author Katherine
Stewartés understanding of 6Christian Nationalismd in her book, iThe Power Worshipperso), a key,
dominating subject untreated in this manuscript.

A central thematic finding | deduced near the outset from my research pool of collected document sources
spanning over eighty years, is that Zionist leaders of Israel have, over numerous decades, zealously set up
an international defence shield apparatus, a force field as it were, the central aim and strategy of which is to
simply avoid a similar political fate that befell Apartheid South Africa just over thirty years ago. The
extensive efforts that have been cumulatively wielded and instigated into building this defensive apparatus
T through the political, monetary and social aid of Christian Zionists T are simply astounding, absolutely
and extraordinarily mind boggling, penetrating the political, military and judicial fabric and foreign policies
of major world state entities. Positioned behind the shields of Christian Zionists and the evolving Israel
Zionists organizationally dispersed throughout the world, have behaved like a parasitic plant, building a
massive root system throughout an entire garden, sucking the very life in the soil from the other plants.

In this respect, | interpret Israelés actions in 1967 as the waging of three integrated wars. The first was, of
course, the Six-Day war, a feigned war against its neighbour states to illegally gain territories from
Palestinians, Syrians, and Egyptians, a war that awakened and kindled the sleeping fimessianico followers.
The second was the launching of an international propaganda war. The third was a strategic political war on
the United States, which would become its stalwart and powerful international ally at the United Nations,
as well as its primary source for military funding. The greater fall and seduction of Canada would come
later, the Zionist underpinnings coming into force in the 1980s under the Brian Mulroney Conservative
administration (see Parts 2, 5, and 12). As this new foothold took root in changing Canadads foreign policy
and diplomatic messaging, it was under the Prime Minister Stephen Harper far-right, anti-Canada,
administration (2006-2015) that took Canada to a new low, a submissive, unquestioning, embarrassing
partner posture, unlike any previous administration. In fact, after that Prime Minister was booted out in the
2015 election, he financially benefitted as an international far-right spokesman and shameless smiling
salesman for Israel (see Part 4.3).

Another central finding is related to the origins of the United Nations November 1975, Resolution #3379,
0Zionism is Racismd T Irwin Cotlerés often-stated central sticking point discussed primarily in Part 7. | had
first learned of UN Resolution #3379 in about December 2023 and was intrigued, drawn in, to
understanding the origins of this show-stopper declaration. My lengthy treatment of this history in Part 8, in
concert with my focus on Fayez Sayegh, forms the foundation of my understanding and arguments against
Cotler and the worldés Zionists. The Resolution had nothing to do with the 6Arabsé or to the Soviet
6Communists,d origins aggressively blame-propagandized by Zionist/Israel and its machine minions.
Rather, the breadcrumbs on this thinking trace back to both Rabbi EImer Berger T his anti-Zionist
organization affiliate spokespeople with the American Council for Judaism, who had been repeatedly
informing their North American, Middle East and European audiences that Zionism was/is discriminatory
and racist, reasoned insights based on Reform Judaic thinking and writings that predate Berger T and more
importantly, Fayez Sayegh, who penned the now famous and indispensable 1965 monograph, Zionist
Colonialism in Palestine, when he launched the Palestine Research Center in Beirut.

I deduced something else of importance from my research. Most people in the world have been
brainwashed to only think about Germanybs early 20" century fascistés tragic and horrible Holocaust upon
Jewry (and an almost equal forgotten cleansing number of other dundesirablesd) when they think about
post-1948 ¢lsrael.d And, as historians note, there have been numerous holocausts thrust upon civilizations in
recent centuries by colonial occupational powers. Both of my grandfathers, and my grandmotherés brother,
were murdered (the latter by the KGB), amongst some estimated 40-60 million souls under the ruthless



dictator Stalin. In the late 1800s following, stated in the writings of prominent spokesmen, the primarily
secular Jewish Zionists had already plotted to dispose of the Palestinians at the outset, and during
Germanybs Holocaust, a subject generally and contextually lost from peopleso collective memories. Those
Jewish Zionists were fervent colonialists T like, for instance, extremist drevisionistd Zeev Jabotinsky and his
followers and financiers T caught up in the activities of military colonial powers of the day who were
masters of other peoplets lives and resources. As Germanyds fascists were clandestinely organizing their
programs of ethnic cleansing, to make way for the émaster race,d radical Zionists in Palestine, many of
which were immigrants from the east European leftist camp, or 6labourd Zionists, were contemplating and
undertaking similar military-based and psychologic designs, either with or without British complicity. By
1948, following the forceable displacement of Palestinians from some 500 registered settlements and
towns, all of which were quickly renamed and swept under the rug by the Zionists, the United Nations,
under new colonial directives, gave birth to a militant-military ideological monster, and that monster then
sought to devour the international-rules-based United Nations and anything else in its path.

As | fashioned this report, | witnessed the trauma, day-in, day-out, of Israelés and the primarily United
States assisted, almost unending atrocities, and canét-find-the-words conduct of an don-lined genocide, as
succinctly deduced as such in two reports in 2024 by United Nations (non-funded) rapporteur, Francesca
Albanese. | stumbled upon Albaneseds November 15, 2023, presentation to Australiaés National Press Club
at the outset of my research and was immediately enlightened on her explanation of why Israel fidoes not
haveo a firight to defend itselfo argument heard almost daily throughout that genocide (see Part 3). | had
never heard of her before, but I, and presumably like many others, was moved. | was impressed by her
automatic manoeuverability, her unique and highly capable, powerful on-the-spot communicative abilities,
and her ability to sharply call out those that needed to be called out. She was the good mother scolding her
children. I then examined most of her published accounts and reviewed and followed many of her on-line
presentations. Then, | noted a dramatic but glowing change in her. It began with her recent October to
November 2024 tour of eastern United States and eastern Canada in the wake of a new authoritarian federal
government in America. It was if she had emerged out of a cocoon, with new wings to face the world with
her deep understanding of the complex dilemmas and injustices in Palestine and of Palestinians. (In a way,
she reminded me of what Fayez Sayegh accomplished and had to endure.) With her new wings, she
genuinely reminder-merged the plight of Palestinians with the genocidal injustices of the indigenous
populations by the American and Canadian colonialists. She fashioned that context in each of her
presentations. | understand that | am only one person in a sea of people who have come to respect her
abilities and outstanding courage. As Albanese
humbly recognizes, it is not about her, but who
she labours to passionately advocate on behalf
of T and free of charge!

Speaking of which, this report T with almost
1,000 images T is one hundred percent self-
funded, self-directed, self-composed, and 95
percent self-edited. | am both glad that | found
the time and self-determination to do it, and
absolutely, sincerely glad that it is finally over.

Lastly. I am most certain that legally trained
Rosalie Abella and Irwin Cotler will wonder
how it is that, yet another fellow Canadian
would rise to openly criticize them in the

Prime Minister Pierre Elliot Trudeau and Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth signing the Proclamation of the Constitution Act on
April 17, 1982, at a ceremony in Ottawa, figuaranteeing the

lengthy fashion that I have. That is part of the rights and freedoms in the Charter as the supreme law of the
ddemocracy,0 that necessary freedom of well- nation.0 (Source: Government of Canada website, Learn about
informed speech within the legislative state, the Charter)
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that they both themselves presumably honour, the flagship of which was raised in Canadads Charter some

forty years ago, the envy of much of the world, which some, as we see, would choose to weaken and
extinguish (see Part 16).

Diagram from Part 17, indicating many of Irwin
Cotlerts life-long roles in his professional capacities.

In this respect, a consequence of this now-more-evident breaking up of Canadats Charter, Canadians have
just witnessed the audacious, disturbing February 2025 Montreal City police arrest and jailing of Yves
Engler from trumped-up, illogical, groundless charges, directly linked and coordinated, no doubt, to similar

previous charges and jailings by Zionist program forces in Europe, in order to stifle and silence criticisms
of Israel.
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As a stated condition of his release, the Montreal Policeds
lawyers requested Mr. Engler sign a confidentiality agreement, a
gag order, which he refused. One could make the argument, by
carefully tracing out its origins and developments, what with Mr.
Cotlerts narrow interpretive policy word war he and others have
waged with Canadads blessings on 6anti-Semitismé over the last
ten or so years, along with political pressures, that Engler,
ironically, may have been a casualty of that process. And one
could entertain the question, that with Mr. Englerbs Above: Yves Englerts father, emotional,
constitutional rights being infringed upon, interfered with, by pleading for his son. Below: Yves Engler
the Montreal police and its legal department, why is Mr. released after bail hearing, February 24, 2025.
Cotler, a fellow resident of Montreal, and a renowned |
international 6human rightsd advocate lawyer, not either
automatically coming to Englerds legal assistance to rightfully
defend him, nor voicing his opposition to his wrongful arrest
and imprisonment through his media page on-line platform at
the Raoul Wallenberg Centre? But, as laid out in this report, Mr.
Cotler would likely not come to Mr. Englerés rescue.

One of AGPI's 14 Board of Directors, and
Seven of AGPI's 27 National Board of Advisors
are Representatives from Canadian Police Forces.

My sincerest hope, that in my self-education
report about this problematic subject of
Palestine, and about fellow Canadians
Abella and Cotler as | have
contextually reported here, that Image from Part 4.3.
they will both find time to

honestly and carefully reflect upon the truth
of the matters raised and then make the
necessary, required spiritual changes about

the subject they often cite but fail to fully ? a.

comply: to fight for the highest ground of = SN e

moral justice, the full-on, full-meal, radical DEFENDING 74 ;
, GENOCIDE,

justice in a fallen Zionized-Zionistische
world.

I am open to discussing this report T any,
and all, of its contents T with each and
everyone covered within it. And, if | have

made any errors or blunders, | welcome Who Is restricting é’ggg(};,grgigiptgr
notifications for revising this volume. RregdomietapoRth, "\ of Rights?

in Canada?

And if, in my eagerness and compassion to
defend the rights of Palestinians, | have
unintentionally harmed anyone mentioned
in this report, it is because of my anger over Protecting Who's Future, and Who's Past?
what has been allowed to happen, and is still
happening, in Palestine.

Will Koop.
March 05, 2025.
(Email - info@bctwa.org)
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Part 1. Rosalie Silberman Abella, a Supreme Court justice of Canada from 2004 - 2021, is, by all
accounts, distinguished and venerably honoured by her peers, by academic institutions, politicians,
celebrities, and incorporated societies. The sheer number of honors, awards, and tributes are quite
astounding, even for a Supreme Court justice. But not venerated by all. Abella has been referred to as a

dark horse.

Abella, for the longest time, is a recognized defender of human rights and of freedom of expression. In
monumental juxtaposition, here is the opening quote from her speech, Judicial Independence, Democracy
and Human Rights, presented at the Minerva Center for Human Rights symposium, University of

Jerusalem, Israel, on April 9, 2018:

It is 70 years since Israel was born, 70 years since the values in the declaration of independence were
articulated. It is also the 70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the
Genocide Conventions, and the 80th anniversary of Kristallnacht. All of these, and the fact that we
observe Holocaust Remembrance Day on Thursday, form the backdrop to this lecture on judicial

independence.

It is always a privilege for us to come to Israel, to see how it has flourished and to see the way,

over the years, it has been a luminous symbol of how democracy can thrive under pressure. |
first came to Israel in 1965 after my first year of university. | came because | had family here, but
mostly | came because | was Jewish and wanted to see for myself how this miracle of a country had
created a democratic oasis in the desert. Over the years, | came back again and again. Israel was an

emotional magnet and an inspiration. Above all, Israel
was a judicial beacon. | have been a judge for 42
years, and one of the things | grew to be over the last
several decades, with each visit to Israel, was a
judicial ambassador for the judiciary of Israel. The
Israeli judiciarys tenacious loyalty to principles of
democracy and Jewish values T concepts which for
me are symmetrical and symbolic, even under internal
and external siege T made them heroic in the eyes of
judges all over the world.

ISRAELS PERIMETER FENCE
AND ACCESS RESTRICTED AREA

51

| P ——

ot

100-300 metres
Access permitted on
foot and for farmers only

0-100 metres
No-go and high-risk
Zone

HUMAN RIGHTS
UNDER SIEGE

(Under a definition
of Exclusion)

Observation Tower u .
Fence
P Fence
P ¥ :
idi B> { 7
g '
1}

» HUMAN

( RIGHTS

UNDER
PRESSURE

OFG

)% DFG s
;;\-- ot i el

T

Forschungsgemeinschaft

Freie Universitat {



https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/trudeau-facing-choice-of-new-chief-justice-from-quebec-or-dark-horse-candidate-sources-say/article37047641/




On January 11, 2017, the day before Abella made a false, condemnatory statement in a highly controversial
Supreme Court Appeal proceeding (see Part 16), the Chicago Law School, its Northwestern Pritzker School
of Lawés Centre for International Human Rights, awarded Abella as fourth recipient of the Global Jurist
of the Year. The Globe and Mail (January 12, 2017) identified that former U.S. ambassador to Canada
David Jacobson (2009-2013) had nominated Abella for the award, stating she fihas shown a lifetime of
commitment in the face of adversity to defending human rights or principles of international
criminal justice. € What | said in my nomination that really distinguished Rosie from so many other great
jurists in Canada, the U.S. and around the world, is the way she brings extraordinary human decency to the
law. € 1 think the human quality she brings to the bench is unsurpassed in my experience.o The director of
Centrefs International Human Rights, David Scheffer, said: fiJustice Abella has stood throughout her
judicial career for the enforcement of human rights principles for all Canadians, regardless of their gender,
ethnicity or station in life.0

MACIEAN §

In 2020, Germanyds president Frank-Walter Steinmeier presented Abella the Knight Commander& Cross of
the Order of Merit, an award fiin the second-highest category of federal German decorations; the highest
category is reserved for heads of state:0 fiGermany wished to honour justice Abella for the way she has
drawn lessons from the Holocaust about the need to protect minority rights and the rule of law,0 and in
fifostering a relationship and visits between Germanyds Constitutional Court and the Supreme Court of
Canada.o0 In 2023, acclaimed filmmaker Barry Avrich released a lengthy documentary, Without Precedent:
The Supreme Life of Rosalie Abella.
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ROSALIE SILBERMAN ABELLA

Images from the December 2, 2023, Canadads Walk of Fame Gala, at Metro Toronto Convention Centre on
December 02, 2023, in Toronto, Ontario. Thirty-eight days prior to her disappointing opinion article in the
Globe and Mail, Rosalie Silberman Abella is honoured, among other recipients of Canadads Walk of Fameds
25th Anniversary Celebration. Abella was inducted into the Hall for Humanitarianism.




AWebre rolling back hard-fought human rights for
minorities, immigrants, refugees, workers, and women.
We are in a world now where too often law and justice
are in a dysfunctional relationshipanda wor | d
prejudice poi sTooros mamdy h
governments have interf
t heir | udg semary peable amesstdiders;
too many people have been killed; too many people are
poor; too many children are hungry; and too many
people have losthope. We ar e f orget-t
compassion and making t
vul nerable in a world t
| earned the horrendous
Second Wsothat beingWldferent would no
longer expose someone to danger.

Weore in danger of anew statusquowh er e ang
triumphs over respect a
decency, where injustic
nat

The human rights abuses occurring in some parts of the
world are putting the rest of the world in danger
becausei nt ol erance, in its
to I mpose i ts i n.tYaWwe@ertoa n
reluctant to call to account the intolerant behavior that
abuses citizens and instead we hide behind silencing
concepts like cultural relativism, or domestic
sovereignty, or root causes. These are concepts that

excuse intolerance. Si1 | ence i n t he
means t hat Il anhdl sshancen
wins, injustice wions, a

(Quote from: The Rule of Justice: The Compassionate
Application of Law to Life, by Rosalie Silberman Abella, in
Canadian Journal of Law & Jurisprudence, August 2023, pages

305-315)
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Due to her opinion article, Abellaés human rights reputations are now
subject to conjecture. On January 9, 2024, three days prior to South
Africads oral presentations before the International Court of Justice
(ICJ) at The Hague, the Globe and Mail published Abellats opinion
article, The Genocide Case Against Israel is an Abuse of the Postwar
Legal Order (see Part 3 for the full article). After casting aspersion
upon South Africa T while the State of Israelés lobby machine
launched sleazy smear tactics to equivocate South Africa to Hamas T
Abella proclaimed that South Africads case is without substance: fian
outrageous and cynical abuse of the principles underlying the A
international legal order,0 fian insult to what genocide means,0 an
gnsult_to the memory of all those on whose _beh_alf_the “IT1S A LEGAL ABSURDITY
enocide Convention was created.o Contrarily, in its January T0 SURREST THAT A
11, 2024, press release, the United Nations Human Rights
Office of the High Commissioner ficommends South Africa COUNTRY THATIS
for bringing this case to the ICJ at a time when the rights of DEFENDING ITSELF FROM ~ 48
Palestinians in Gaza are being violated with impunityo under ~ JELIIAIANILIEIE) URECS &
a fisecond Nakba.o GUILTY OF GENOCIDE.” (S

The Globe and Mail. January 9. 2024 k. - 2

In a January 22, 2024, YouTube video podcast by U.S. judge
Andrew Napolitano, who interviewed U.S. history professor
John Mearsheimer, they evaluated the 1CJés ruling:

5 (=8

ROSALIESILBERNAN ABENGE

AThe fact that the Jewish people suffered egregiously during the Holocaust, an historical fact, that
only a crazy person would attempt to deny, is largely irrelevant to what the IDF [Israeli Defence
Force] is doing in Gaza, as we speak. € The question is, what are the Israelis doing in Gaza? €
There is no way you can dispute what has actually happened. € But this is a fallacy, is it not? The
argument that Israel is carefully avoiding killing civilians is nonsense and is belied by reams and
reams and reams of evidence. There is no question about it. It is one of the most destructive bombing
campaigns in modern history. This is in the same category as the American and British bombing of
Germany in World War Two, when we went after cities like Leipzig, Dresden, and Hamburg. When
you are dropping lots of dumb bombs, and you are dropping 2,000-pound bombs in an area that is
tightly packed with civilians, and you are killing huge numbers of those civilians, and many of them,
in fact about 70 percent are women and children, it is impossible to make the argument that this is all
about discrimination.o

Nine months later in October 2024, Francesca Albanese, the U.N. Special Rapporteur On the Situation of
Human Rights in the Palestinian Territories Occupied Since 1967, published her second report of the year,
Genocide as Colonial Erasure. In her scathing indictment of the colonial State of Israel, she states:

13. Since the previous report of the Special Rapporteur (A/78/545), and despite the ICJ interventions,
genocidal acts have proliferated. Nearly a year of scorched-earth assault has led to the calculated
destruction of Gaza: the human, material and environmental cost is unquantifiable.o

15. The magnitude of destruction in Gaza has prompted allegations of domicide, urbicide,
scholasticide, medicide, cultural genocide and ecocide. Nearly 40 million tons of debris, including
unexploded ordnance and human remains, contaminate the ecosystem. More than 140 temporary
waste sites and 340,000 tons of waste, untreated wastewater and sewage overflow contribute to the
spread of diseases such as hepatitis A, respiratory infections, diarrhoea and skin diseases. As Israeli
leaders promised, Gaza has been made unfit for human life.
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In the face of Israelts feigned retaliatory measures, ! itds defiant and brutal ongoing crimes against
humanity, unprecedented modern horrors and slaughters witnessed daily (referred to as a fitelevised
Nakbao) by the world since October 8, 2023, including assault rifles freely doled out to settlers amidst the
senseless beatings, shootings, deaths, and hundreds of hostage arrests inside the fortified Westbank and east
Jerusalem, what would motivate Abella, a seasoned and principled jurist, to make unsubstantiated
statements? Was Abella perhaps encouraged by the pro-Israel Canadian lobby forces? Did Abella perhaps
confer with her colleagues at the Raoul Wallenberg Centre for Human Rights, as the Centrets chairman
Irwin Cotler, would also publish a similar opinion article the following day? Or did Abella quietly interpret
the signals? Whatever the motivation, it was a significant gamble. Abellads coming éout of the closetd now
may be interpreted as a significant miscalculation, jeopardizing her professional role and conduct as human
rights advocate and reputation as a former national jurist.

Two investigative articles published by T h e  IMem january 29, 2024 revealed some of the influential
Israeli lobby networks in Canada, networks linked to wealthy Canadian funders. It addresses the twenty-
year-old non-profit, American registered, and Canadian incorporated organization,

HonestReporting Canada, which functions as fia war room (fithe war of persuasion,o fito control the
narrative0) € to act as Israelés sword and shield.0 6HonestReportingd Canada recently formed fa fiunited
fronto with Hasbara Canadao fito create the Canadian Campus Media Program,0 to fimonitor campus media
and respond to coverage deemed to be fiproblematic.6

The intriguing roles and shenanigans of the ultra-organized and well-funded international Israeli lobby
networks influencing foreign states (evolving operations conducted for over one hundred years) continue to
be unearthed, well-researched and well-documented. They are the subject of reams of audio and video
interviews and documentaries, academic papers, podcasts, investigative articles. The authors exposing the
creative and multiple manners in which the tentacled networks édefend the realm of Israel,d have come
under repeated attack by 6the lobby.6 Since 2007 alone, the lobby web intrigue has been revealed in at least
four books:

* The Israel Lobby and U.S. Foreign Policy, by John Mearsheimer and Stephen Walt (2007)

* Big Israel: How Israel(s Lobby Moves America, by Grant Smith (2016)

* Israelts Armor: The Israel Lobby and the First Generation of the Palestine Conflict, by Walter
Hixson (2019)

* Architects of Repression: How Israel and its Lobby put Racism, Violence and Injustice at the Center
of U.S. Middle East Policy, by Walter Hixson (2021).

Discussed in Part 2, determined forerunners who exposed the Zionist lobby in Canada some forty years ago
were individuals such as John Sigler and Peyton Lyon.

Within The Maplebs January 29, 2024, article, Irving Abella is identified as having been fion the board of
directorso of HonestReporting Canada. He is the late husband of Rosalie Abella, and former and esteemed
York University history professor and author. The Maple cites an article, Under Pressure, published by the
Review of Journalism in the summer of 2005, which describes HonestReporting Canada as a fipro-Israel
watchdog:0

fiHonestReporting is an American non-profit organization founded in 2000 by British students of Aish
HaTorah, an international network of Jewish educational centres. The students were shaken by what

! l.e.: iPost-7 October, Israel has framed its military operations in Gaza as a war of self-defence and counter-terrorism against a
terrorist group. However, it is well established that Israel cannot legitimately invoke self-defence against the population under its
occupation. The occupying Power must protect, not target, the occupied people.0 Quote from paragraph 70, U.N. Special
Rapporteur Francesca Albaneseds October 2024 report, Genocide as Colonial Erasure.
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they perceived to be media misrepresentations
of Israel following the start of the second
intifada. HR has since separated from Aish ,
and now has affiliates in Canada (HRC), “ How to.
Brazil, Russia, Italy, and the United States, and
100,000 subscribers worldwide. All chapters
espouse the HR mission to ensure fifair and The Media
accurateo coverage of Israel in the media. But
while the organization expects journalists to be
free of bias, it doesnit always apply the same
rules to itself.

HonestReporting Canada

ENSURING FAIR AND ACCURATE CANADIAN MEDIA COVERAGE OF ISRAEL

_ Monitor

In 2003, the Canadian affiliate opened its doors in a one-room office rental on the 17th floor of a
high-rise building in midtown Toronto. HRC is distinct from its parent organization, with its own
board of directors, which includes York University history professor Irving Abella (husband of
Supreme Court Justice Rosalie Abella) and the groupds two founders, Ken Rotman, co-CEO of
merchant bank Clairvest Group Inc., and Shmuel Veffer, associate rabbi of the Village Shul in
Toronto.0

Apocalyptic scene from Israelés genocidal, bombing ruins of fiopen-air prisono Gaza, March 1, 2025.
Palestinians, during the longest ceasefire since October 2023, are dcelebratingd Ramadan on the perhaps
longest, continuous temporary, make-shift dining table in history, stretching off into the distance upon a
hand-hewn pathway, and extending below the photo area. Temporary lights are strung up on either side of
the festive table. It is a profoundly disturbing historic moment caught on camera.
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Esraa Abo Qamar, fiPalestinian writer based in Gaza,0 wrote the following excerpts on March 1, 2025, for
Al Jazeera, Ramadan in Gaza: Ruins and unshakable faith:

fiLast year was not the first time for us to observe Ramadan during a war. In 2014, | was only nine
years old, but I remember very well how our Ramadan nights were filled with air strikes and
destruction and how we had to rush out of our home in the dark, fleeing the bombing in our
neighbourhood.
But Ramadan last year [2024] was different. It was unimaginably worse. Hunger was everywhere. We
fasted the entire day, only to break our fast with a can of hummus or beans shared between six
people. With no electricity, we would chew the tasteless canned food in the dark. We would barely
see each otherfs faces across the table.
Ramadan was stripped of its joyous spirit. We longed to hear the adhan (call to prayer) at Maghrib
before breaking our fast or at Fajr before starting it. But those sounds never came. Every mosque was
destroyed. There were
people who wanted to
do the adhan, but they
were afraid T afraid that
the sound of their
voices would bring air
strikes, that it would
make them targets.
Instead of breaking our
fast to the familiar
sound of the muezzin
on the loudspeakers of
the nearby mosque, we
broke it to the terrifying
echoes of missiles and
gunfire.
But last year, there was nowhere we could go to pray tarawih amid the genocide.
Even the Great Omari Mosque T one of Gazads most beautiful and historic mosques, where my father
and brothers used to spend the final 10 nights of Ramadan, listening to the Quran recited in the most
beautiful voices T was gone, bombed into ruins, shattered beyond recognition. The place that once
echoed with prayers and peace was turned into dust and rubble.
This yearés Ramadan begins during a ceasefire. There are no air strikes shaking the earth as we break
our fast. No explosions reverberating in the silence of Fajr. No fear of decorating our homes, of
hanging colourful lights that might make us a target.
More than 48,000 people have been killed during the war. Entire families have been wiped from the
civil registry and will not observe Ramadan this year. At so many iftar tables, there will be an empty
seat: a father whose voice calling his children to the table will never be heard again, a son whose
impatience to break his fast will never be seen again or a mother whose skilled hands will never
prepare delicious food again.
The festive spirit is gone, but the core of Ramadan is here. This month is a chance to step away from
distractions and concerns of ordinary life and reconnect with our faith. It is a time of forgiveness. It is
a time to seek closeness to God and spiritual resilience.
Our mosques may have been destroyed, but our faith has not been broken. We will still be doing
tarawih in half-destroyed homes and tents, whispering all our wishes in duada and seeking comfort in
reciting the Quran, knowing that Allah will reward us for all the suffering we have endured.o
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Part. 2. The Abellas and the Engaging Moments and Movements of 1988 (following)

The 1989 book, The Domestic Battleground: Canada and the Arab-Israeli Conflict, contains a collection of
stimulating essays, the last of which is called fiCanada and the Arab-Israeli Conflict: A Discussion with
Irving Abella and John Sigler.0 The essayés introduction summarizes that it fipresents a discussion between
the historian, Irving Abella, and the political scientist, John Sigler, about the broad contours of Canadads
diplomacy in the region, the power of domestic interest groups in the making of policy, and the initiatives
that might be taken in the future:o

The discussion places the groups, institutions, and events described in the book into a broader context
and suggests the degree to which continuity has triumphed over change in Canadads Middle East
policy. Abella stresses the strong moral commitment that Canada has had to Israelds survival and
argues that this should remain a cornerstone of Canadads approach to the region. Sigler
emphasizes the disenfranchisement of the Palestinians and the responsibility that he feels Canada has
to help to resolve the resulting dilemma.

The fAidiscussiono is a polite and rigorous sequential question and answer discourse by the two historians:
Abella defending the State of Israel, and Sigler advocating the merits and rights of Palestinians. Both men
were public figures followed in the Canadian press and media concerning Israelds repression of Palestinians
before, during, and following 1988. In the opening segment of the essay, two questions are asked of Irving
Abella concerning fiCanadats interests in the Middle Easto and their importance fiin the larger scheme of
Canadian foreign policy.0 Abella states:

AThe third interest Canada has in the Middle East - and one that is not nearly as important as the other
two but should be - is a moral one. Israel is a democracy, the only one in the area. There are so few
democratic nations in the world that we have a moral obligation to support those that exist, especially
one whose values - liberty, justice, equality - we share. Obviously, this does not mean underwriting
all the policies of that government, but it does mean total support if the survival of that democracy is
in question.o

John Sigler takes his cues from Abella, and counters with the following:

filrving raises the importance of moral considerations in Canadads concern with the Middle East. é
His primary emphasis is on the moral obligation to support Israel as a democratic state, although he
recognizes that does not mean support for policies of Israel which we regard as inconsistent with our
values. How a state treats its own minorities is a critical element in judging the effectiveness of
its democratic practices, and here Israeli practices towards its own Arab minority as well as the
Palestinian population in the occupied territories have aroused increasing concern among civil
rights organizations in Israel and abroad. & The Canadian government, along with the
international community generally, has certainly sharpened its criticism of Israeli policies,
particularly on what is seen as the excessive use of force against a civilian population. € Canadads
present position on the Palestinians is somewhat different from the American position, and thatés
because we didnit have to negotiate in 1975, as Mr. Kissinger did, a second withdrawal agreement
from the Sinai, in which he put in a secret protocol that the United States would not negotiate with or
recognize the PLO [Palestine Liberation Organization].o

Sigler, though wrong about Palestinians as a fiminority,0 points out the following:

iThere have been visible differences within the Canadian Jewish community over Israeli policies
toward the Palestinians. The Canada-Israel Committee has long taken a position that it does not
criticize Israeli policies, which is consistent with its position as an interest group. But Israelis
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themselves are deeply divided on the right policies to follow and that division is readily translated
into the Jewish community in Canada. As in Israel, many in the Canadian Jewish community are
wrestling with the agonizing question: fils the continuing suffering of the Palestinians to be the
price of the existence of a Jewish state0?0

There were two prominent political forces at work as to why the 1989 Arab-Israeli Conflict book of essays
was published. The first and largest influence of course had to do with the 6First Intifadad (First
0Awakeningt) in Israel that painfully dragged on from December 1987 to September 1993, and the resulting
international publicity and public backlash resulting from the Israeli military, police and settler brutality
upon the Palestinians, the subject of ongoing, daily publicity in Canadian media chains. The abusive
violence in Israel, amidst violence taking place across the planet, was disturbing the public masses, creating
deep-felt anxieties and societal agitations, leading to the formation of advocacy groups, countless meetings
and presentations, marches and demonstrations in the streets, and the pivoting and maneuvering of political
figures and statements.

The second force had to do with a politically charged incident, what two prominent federal Canadian
politicians stated before a jam-packed audience at a special conference held on March 10, 1988, hosted by
the Canada-Israel Committee for its 13" annual meeting, where Israelts United Nations ambassador
Benjamin Netanyahu gave the main address. The statements by the two Members of Parliament who
criticized the State of Israel, resulted in a sudden tidal wave of concerns and responses across Canada, not
going unnoticed by the mandarins at the U. S. State Department. Their statements, summarized in the
Toronto Star on March 9, 1988, Palestinian clashes cast shadow over Canada-Israel gala, were prompted
by one or two recent reports presented to a special federal parliamentary committee.

AThere has been an unprecedented rash of statements in the House of Commons critical of Israel from
Conservative and New Democratic Party MPs. One Tory MP [Joe Clark] has equated Israelés
actions with South Africaés human rights violations against blacks. Two groups of Canadian
politicians have come back from visits to the Middle East highly critical of Israeli policies in
dealing with the Palestinian protests in the occupied territories. € Both groups of
Parliamentarians plan to make reports to External Affairs Minister Joe Clark on human rights
violations on the West Bank and in Gaza. € there has been a Liberal [Party] silence reflecting the
deep divisions in the caucus, whose chairman Marcel Prudéhomme is pro-Arab. Four of his

Canadian MPs, senators horrified

February 16, 1988

at conditions in Gaza refugee camp

By Michael Hanlon Toronto Star

JERUSALEM — Canadian MPs
and senators who toured a refugee
camp hospital on the Gaza Strip
yesterday were horrified by what
they saw.

“As a human being I was very
disturbed,” said Robert Corbett
(PC—F‘undy Royal), chairman of
the Canada-Arab World Parlia-
mentary Association that's spon-
soring the visit.

The four MPs and two senators
visited the Jabaliya camp, the big-
gest in Gaza with 52,000 inhabi-
tants, and spoke to youngsters who
said they were victims of brutality
at the hands of Israeli armed
forces.

“Apparently there has been a
systematic policy by the Israeli
army to inflict the greatest
amount of damage possible,” Cor-
bett said.

Svend Robinson (NDP—Burna-

by) said he saw a 2-year-old girl,

““covered in burns and skin grafts,”
who'd been hurt when soldiers
kicked over a pot of boiling water
that scalded her.

“You have got an army that’s
basically out of control,” Robinson
said.

The Canada-Arab World Parlia-
mentary Association, perhaps the
most important lobby for the
Palestine Liberation Organization
in Canada, was formed in 1982 and
claims membership of more than
60 MPs and senators from all three
parties.

Seeing results

The Canadian group is to visit a
camp in the Jerusalem area today.
They will also meet members of
the Israeli parliament and leaders
of the Palestinian community, be-
gore going on to Egypt on Wednes-

ay.

Shocked: MPs Robert Corbett,
left, and Svend Robinson are on
fact-finding Mideast tour.

Senator George van Roggen,
chairman of a Senate foreign af-
fairs committee that 2% years ago
issued a report on Canada's rela-
tions with the Middle East and
North Africa, said Palestinians are
now seeing some results from their
10-week-old uprising.

“But the elders are at pains to
say the solution is in negotiation

and not violence. It’s just that the
youngsters, who see no futute,
have brought about world- wme
attention.”

The violence has brought some
movement,” Corbett said. “It will
eventually slow down — as loqg as
the movement continues.”

If not, van Roggen mtergected
the uprising will start again: TS
will come in waves,” he said.

A 20-year-old he spoke to, who'd

had his arm broken as he was leav-
ing a mosque, said he had never
thrown stones at anyone.

“But as soon as he comes out ‘of
hospital, he said he would be. That
shows the commitment they have,”
van Roggen said.

‘Almost there’
“There is a sense of happiness,”
said Robert Pennock (PC—Etobi-

coke ‘\Iorth) “They now have&

cause.’
Roth van BRaggen a1 ihoral cona
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colleagues are Jewish. € Toronto MP Lynn McDonald presented a report, described as hard-hitting
but fair, that generated what one participant called an fianimated discussion.o

PM urged to denounce
killings in Gaza Strip

Vancouver MP Svend Robinson, who
visited the Israeli-occupied West Bank
with the Canada-Arab Parliamentary
group, has said the Israeli army fibasically
is out of control.0 He apparently took a
strong line against Israel in the caucus
meeting. In the Commons, the partyts
foreign affairs critic, Bill Blaikie, a United
Church minister from Winnipeg, has been
tough on Israel. € MP Howard McCurdy,
of Windsor, has talked about the
fibankruptcyo of Israel policy. Among the
Tories, Bud Jardine of New Brunswick
asked the Commons on January 20 to
fiexpress its rage and indignationo against
an Israeli blockage of food for
Palestinian camps. On February 26, he
told the Commons, fil plead for the
government to show the same
leadership against human rights
violations in Palestine as it has shown
and demonstrated in South Africa.o é
Chairman Bill Winegard, respected Tory
MP from Guelph, said é fimost
Canadians are shocked by what they see
on television.o

The Toronto Star article, published the day
before the Canada-Israel Committee gala

By Angela Murphy Toronto Star

. An angry gathering, including
many children, marched through
downtown Toronto yesterday to
call for an end to the continuing
killing of Palestinians in the Gaza
Strip.

The 250 marchers hoped to per-
suade the Canadian government to
take a more active role in pressur-
ing Israel to stop the carnage, said
spokesman for the group, Naji
Farah in an interview when he re-
counted the events at the march.

He renewed the group’s call for
Brian Mulroney to retract his
statement of last month commend-
ing the Israeli government for
showing restraint against Palestin-
ian rioters.

“Our Prime Minister should
come out now clearly and say,
look, apparently Israel is not show-
ing any restraint, the killing is con-
tinuing . . . We want him to voice
the Canadian opinion that what is
being done is contrary to interna-
tional law and should be stopped.”

This was the second march
organized by the Canadian Coali-
tion for Palestinian Human Rights
since Christmas, when the violence
erupted in Gaza. And, according to
Farah, “As the brutal treatment
continues, so will the protesta-
tions.”

So far 36 Palestinians have been
killed in Israel’s crackdown on
civil disobedience in its occupied
territory.

The marchers started out at
Queen’s Park where they heard a
variety of speakers plead for peace
in the region, including United
Church minister, Rev. Clifford Elli-
ott, who has just returned from a
visit to Gaza and Toronto lawyer,
Yossi Swartz.

A member of the African Na-
tional Congress, the outlawed
party seeking equality for blacks
in South Africa, also spoke. Anzer
Domingo compared treatment of
the Palestinians to the oppression
of blacks in his own country.

The Liberal Party did not escape
criticism at the rally. A spokesman
for the Palestine Liberation Organ-
ization, Abdullah Abdullah criti-
cized a position paper by the Liber-
al’s critic on human rights and
international aid, Roland de Cor-'
neille. He said the paper blamed
the Arabs for the 20-year occupa-
tion of Gaza and the lack of
progress in peace negotiations.

The Toronto Star
January 17, 1988

meeting, stated that Middle East scholar and Carleton University professor John Sigler was a signatory to a
February 1988 finational advertisement € by the Canadian Coalition for Palestinian Human rights,0 an ad

that filashed out at Israeli violence:0

AThe Arab-Israeli issue has been redefined as one of human rights and that is the first time that

7z

has happened,o said John Sigler. € Sigler noted the ad carried more labor union names that might
have been expected a year ago, as well as Jewish names from such organizations as Jews for a Just

Peace and Canadian Jewish Outlook.

On January 19, 1988, just over a month after the initiation of the First Intifada, the Toronto Star printed
Irving Abellads opinion article, Why it not all Israelés Fault. Abella wrote,

AThe Palestinians must also share the blame for their misfortunes. Forty years ago, they were offered
a state alongside the newly created Jewish state and rejected it, opting instead to drive the Jews out.
They failed. Twenty years later, in 1967 Israel offered to swap its newly captured territories for peace.
Again, the Arabs refused, promising more war instead. Ten years ago, the Palestinians turned down
the autonomy plan offered them in the Camp David Accords, a plan some observers argued would
have ultimately led to sovereignty. And | fear that the purpose of the present rioting is not so
much to get the Jews out of Gaza and the West Bank as it is to get them out of Israel.o
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Toronto Star, January 19, 1988

By Irving Abella

Who cannot be pained by the
events in Gaza over the past six
weeks? This has been the most
trying period in the 20-year
history of Israeli occupation of
land she inherited in her success-
ful defence of herself during the
Six Day War.

The Tiots in Gaza have been a
photo-montager’s delight. Six
! consecutive weeks of front page

stories accompanied by the

mandatory picture of an Israeli n“
soldier and a stone-throwing ‘ﬂ‘“
Arab teenager or a grieving \ ( l.u

mother. It has also been an insur- ,/, \
rection made for television — \ \]‘/
terrifying action footage piped /\
nightly into our homes, complete N ‘\|
with readily identifiable heroes M
and villains, heavily armed Israe-

li troops versus crowds of women

and children — coverage made
more compelling since the Israe-
lis have allowed the media almost
total and immediate access to the
battle zones.

No one can doubt that the
Palestinians in Gaza have real
grievances. Six hundred thou-
sand of them crammed — state-
less and isolated — in squalid
slums, on a sandbar only 5 miles
wide and 30 miles long. Certainly

Why 1t’s not all Israel’s fault
e
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weeks, that many die each hour'
of the Gulf War or each day in
Afghanistan. Many times that
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.in the Camp David Accords, a
plan some observers argued
would have ultimately led to

lowing the PLO has in Gaza. The
one story the media has failed to
cover — so long have they been

Some Canadian Jewish academics raised
the thorny issue of anti-Semitism. Irving
Abella and Irwin Cotler, both former
chairmen of Canadian Professors for
Peace in the Middle East, were amongst
those doing so. Cotlerds ongoing
pronouncements of anti-Semitism
blaming would later reach a culmination
point in 2006 when the National Post
published a full-page article on
September 12, written by Cotler, The
Disgrace of Durban T Five Years Later.
Following speaking engagements in
1988, Irving Abella, at a conference on

Montreal Chapter of Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University, Institute of Contemporary Jewry,
Vidal Sassoon Intemational Center for the Study of Antisemitism, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Invite you to attend an Academic Conference

ANTISEMITISM IN THE WORLD TODAY
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1989 9:00 AM. - 4 PM.

Guest Speakers McGill University, Mcintyre Bldg.
dOORCHcataty Charles F. Martin Auditorium

Professor Yehuda Bauer  Hebrew University
Professor Irwin Cotler]  McGill University 3655 Drummond St., Montreal
Profe Hubert Lock r ty of Washingt e
rofessor Hubert Locke  University of Washington iINDOOR PARKING
BY RESERVATION ONLY

Simultaneous Translation

Couvert $25.00
Golden Agers & Conference Co-ordinator Frances Kaufman Doft
Students $15.00

Kosher box lunch provided For more information, call: 932-2133

world anti-Semitism held at McGill University on February 19, 1989, said: firecent events in the Middle
East have prompted a rise in overt Canadian anti-Semitism by providing socially acceptable opportunities
for people with latent anti-Semitic bias to express it. He said Jews need to fiscream outd when anti-Semitic
ideas are expressed. fiWe have a vocal Jewish community and a wealthy Jewish community. We have
people with connections. And we should use them.o The February 20, 1989, Montreal Gazette news article
also quoted Yehuda Bauer, fiwho heads a centre for the study of anti-Semitism at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem. é said he thinks the Israeli government occasionally has misused the memory of the
Second World War slaughter of the Jews for its own political purposes.o
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A-8 Che Gajette, Montreal, Tuesday, February 16, 1988

Israeli army arrests two soldiers
after 4 Palestinians buried alive

Doctors accuse Israelis of unleashmg ‘epidemic of violence’

February 12, 1988

Gazette News Services manent injury for lack of proper care. uncontrolled epi of viol by the ing,” said Geiger. Dr. Jennifer Leaning of Harvard Univer-
The physicians, from Harvard Medical army... on a scale and severity that mlghl At Gaza City’s Shifa Hospital on Wednes-  sity showed an X-ray of an Arab’s broken
JERUSALEM — A team of U.S. medical School and City University of New York, not be clear to the public. day the doctors toured wards filled with do-  hand and said the fracture occured as the

experts yesterday accused Israel of un-
leashing “an unrestrained epidemic of vio-
lence by the army and police” in supress-
ing the two-month wave of Palestinian
unrest in the occupied West Bank and Gaza
Strip.

said they estimated several thousand Arabs
have suffered bone fractures since early De-
cember.

They said X-rays indicate many of the in-

“If this were a war, (much) of what we
have seen would be regarded as atrocities,”
he said.

An army smkman said the doctors’ re-

juries have been inflicted in a
fashion contradicting the government S

" and denied the mili-
tary has a policy of beatings to punish Pa-

zens of Arabs with beating injuries and gun-
shot wounds.

A Palestinian doctor showed the group a
wooden truncheon reinforced with metal
bands that was cracked in half. He said Is-
raeli soldiers broke it while beating a 75-

vncum warded off blows.

“Fractures like these don't occur when
your hands are in a fist and you're defending
yourself,” she said.

In another case, a 59-year-old Palestinian
man from Gaza City suffered brain damage

lestinians,

“The policy is to use force to disperse a
violent demonstration,” he said.

“The word ‘beatings’ simply doesn't con-
vey the medical magnitude of what's been

claim that soldiers beat alleged rioters only
when resisting arrest.

In the report on beatings, Dr. Jack Gei-
ger, ot the City University of New York,
said: “We collected medical evidence of an

year-old Arab man.

The doctors examined Youssef Hamad,
40, of Gaza City, whose arms and legs were
in casts. Hamad said he was beaten by 10
soldiers.

The four doctors, members of the Boston-
based Physicians for Human Rights, de-
scribed medical conditions in hospitals and
clinics during the violence as “appalling”.

They said many patients may suffer per-

and is barely able to speak as the result of a
head injury, Leaning said.
AP, Washington Post

® Arafat offers peace plan. Page A-5
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DEMONSTRATORS OBJECT TO ARMY ACTIONS — More than 1,000 Peace Now
demonstrators gathered outside the Prime Minister’s residence in Jerusalem late last
month to protest the IDF’s handling of the disturbances in the territories.

[}
CANADIAN TR
FRIENDS OF PEACE NOW
and HILLEL present:

SHULAMIT ALONI, mx.

Leader of the Citizens’ Rights Party
Topic: THE OCCUPATION: ITS IMPACT
ON ISRAEL DEMOCRACY
Time: 8:00 P.M. WEDNESDAY, MAY 4
PLACE: The Frank Dawson-Adams Hall
McGill University
info: 845.9171

In answer to daily violence reported within the apartheid
regime of Israel, where, at the time, international
journalists, human rights advocates and foreign
dignitaries were permitted to freely access and roam,
in sharp contrast to later restrictions during Israeli
military operations, Canadian Jewish citizens formed
Jews for a Just Peace on February 1, 1988.

\_ Admission $4.00 Students/Sentors $2 COJ
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By Libby Scheler

When 1 lived in Israel for a year,
I heard many versions of a popu-
lar joke. Question: What have you
got when you have two Israelis in
a room? Answer: Three political
partjes.

That was in 1974-'75 and I was
struck by the multitude of politi-
cal .views and tendencies compet-
ing with each other in Israeli soci-
ety.and, in more organized form,
in the Knesset, the Israell parlia-
ment.

But you would never have
known it out in the diaspora, that
is, the Jewish communities outside
Israel, where the pressures toward
uniformity of viewpoint on Israel
have been enormous. Historically,
this_uniformity has meant public
allegiance to the Israeli govern-
ment in power.

A movement called Peace Now
begen.in Israel in 1978. My lsraeli-
born hushand and I were visiting
his parents in Israel, and we went
to & peace demonstration in*Tel
Aviv.attended by over 50,000 peo-
ple, mainly Jews. In a country
with a Jewish population of 3 mil-
lion, 4t was not a minor demon-
stration. But there was almost no
coverage of this demonstration in
the world news media

From 1978 to 1982 (the year Is-
rael invaded Lebanon), the Peace
Now movement grew. Peace Now
did not have a clear program, but
its stance was dovish and left-of-
centre. It advocated negotiations
with the Palestinians and compro-
mise over disputed lands

But it was still little known out-
sidedsrael, and diaspora Jews who
spoke up as supporters of Peace

More Jews

Toronto Star, May 31, 1988

were often ostracized by the main- |
stream Jewish communities in the |
West, and were sometimes labelled
traitors

Thus, the Jewish tradition of dis-
sent, alive and well in Israel itself,
was suppressed in the diaspora.

The West Bank uprising by
Palestinian Arabs that began last |
December has created a stir in the
diaspora as never before, leading
many Jews to feel that to love Is-
rael and the Israeli people, and to
help Israell Jews have a future, re-
quires a critical stance, not one of
silence.

Very recently, signs of dissent

Now or otherwise publicly eriti- | have begun to appear in main-

Jewish community and other long-
time supporters of Israel in Cana-
da

One sign of this trend was the
formation last January of the
Jews for a Just Peace by Toronto

| Jews and Israelis, opposed to the

20-year-old Israell occupation of
the West Bank and appalled by the
iran fist response of the Israeli
government to the West Bank
uprising. The group issued a chal-
lenge to the mainstream Jewish
community in Canada to come to
the support of the peace camp in
Israel

Jews for a Just Peace an-
nounced that it affirmed the right

ders, but that it also supported the
right of the Palestinian people to
their own independent state along-
side Israel in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip; it pointed out that
there was no such thing as a be-
nign military occupation

Jews for a Just Peace put for-
ward a program, in concert with
that supported by the United Na-

curity within pre-1967 Israel bor-
\ Lions:
|

O An international peace confer-
| ence under the auspices of the
l United Nations.

O Recognition of the PLO as the
legitimate representative of the

feel they can be critical of Israel

DO Recognition of the right of the
Palestinian people to self-determi-
nation in the occupied territories,
O An end to all illegal actions of
the Israeli authorities in the occu-
pied territories.

O Withdrawal of Israeli military
forces from the occupied territo-
ries.

The political situation in Israel
is becoming increasingly polarized
between a left and right. Elements
of the latter have begun to openly
advocate the policy of mass popu-
lation transfer (so-called) of the
Palestinians, a policy that moder-
ating forces in Israel feel chillingly
echoes the actions of fascist move-
ments. The word fascism makes
all Jews' hair stand on end, and
those Jews who use it in this con-
text do so advisedly. But that is
how bad the situation is getting

While the illusion persists
among many Jews that Israel will
only find peace through an iron-
fisted strength, the iron fist has
thus far accomplished something
the Arabs had not managed to do
on their own. It has united Arab
opposition to Israel. PLO leader
Yasser Arafat has been to Syria to
talk reconciliation with his old
enemies; and, most frightening of
all to the Israeli government, un-
rest has been noticed among
Arabs living within pre-1967 Is-
rael. It Is only by approaching the
Palestinians directly with realistic
and concrete peace proposals that
Israel has a chance Lo begin build-
ing a secure future. The current
policy leads toward escalating
confrontation, Israeli isolation and
| tragedy all around.

O Libby Scheier is a member of

cizéd’ Israeli government policy | stream sectors of the Canadian

of Israel to live in peace and se- | Palestinian people.

Jews for a Just Peace.

The Calgary-based
Jewish Star newspaper
also criticized the
Canada-Israel
Committee (iThe CIC
Fails Again,0 March 1,
1988). It said that the
CIC, which was
fiestablished in 1967 as a
lobby group for Israel in
this country,0
representing fi(from a
structural viewpoint)
Bonai Brith Canada, the
Canadian Jewish
Congress, and the
Canadian Zionist
Federation,0 was
misleading Canadian
Jewry by spreading
rumours without
contextual information.

Many Jews disturbed
by current Israeli policy

(editor of the Saskatoon publication, Crosscurrents)

By Bob Fink

If Israel had been founded on its
own planet, then all its citizens
would live in peace, all would
have the right to vote for the na-
tional leaders, all would be Jew-
ish and it would be a democratic
paradise. _

But Israel was not founded in a
vacuum. It has to live in the world
with others, even others within Is-
rael. Being a “religious state” of
necessity it follows that not all
residents can vote or have the
right to determine the laws under
which they live; not all can have
equal rights under existing state
Jaw: not all can be benefactors of
Israeli economic growth.

In other words, a form of relig-
ious, economic and social ‘‘apar-
theid'' must necessarily pc
practised and defended — with
whole peoples being governed by
military occupation and force —
that is, as long as Israel remains
a state founded upon solely Jew-

ish religious principles.

Star Phoenix
February 17, 1988

On the other hand, if the beat-
ings and shootings are wrong,
then we are faced with a major
question: Here is a nation of peo-
ple whose heritage presumably is
in deep opposition to genocide —
against arbitrary cruelty, racism,
bigotry, violation of rights, unre-
lenting persecution, cold black-
hearted summary *justice” and
e _ghetto-enforced poverty.

But many hold their silence —
as 1 have done for some time —
because it is very hard to face the
ostracization and aloneness that
can come to them when they pub-
licily criticize Israeli policies or
Zionism. Few members of minori-

How and why could this same peo-
ple's leaders commit such an er-

ror as we see in the ongoing occu-

pation of the concentration camps
stinians?

Many Jewish leaders say that
criticism from Jews like myself
represent a tiny minority of west-
ern Jews. I don’t know how they
measure or know that, or make

‘tage, culture and future is no

such an arrogant claim. I believe
many Jews, especially those not
part of the general right-wing “of-
ficial” Jewish groups, look at the
news night after night and, when
they see what is done in the name
of Judaism, in their hearts they
want to puke.

ties can afford fo lTose the support
of their peers when they may
need that facing an often-bigoted
world — so they *‘support” their
leaders’ statements. I remember
the last time [ criticized Israel in
Lebanon. The ensuing vitriolic
personal attacks — even to deny-
ing my Jewishness — were pain-
ful and forced me to hesitate
many nights this time.

But the cause of Jewish heri-

longer aided by the violent mili-
taristic-only policies of the sick
leaders of modern Israel. They
have replaced forgiveness and re-
straint with *‘they must be pun-
ished;” replaced understanding
with “‘law and order,” censorship,
rigidity and vengeance; replaced
talk, dialogue and the spirit of
giving with military retaliation,
escalation and the force of weap-
ons. It's all so sad.
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In an earlier February 1, 1988, letter printed in the Ottawa
Citizen, Peyton Lyon said Canadats figreatest factoro in its
inability to fipress Israelo was fialmost certainlyo due to:
fithe exceptional effectiveness of the Canada-Israel
Committee (CIC), the lobby acting in the name of the 1.4
percent of the Canadian people whose ethnic origins are
Jewish. The CIC is well financed, well informed, and
thoroughly professional. Its supporters are largely
concentrated in a handful of constituencies that, at least in
the minds of the politicians, are likely to vote for the party
that is most supportive of Israel.o It was the CIC which
had scheduled a large meeting and gala dinner some five

weeks later.

With the national publicity of External Affairs Minister Joe
Clarkds criticism of Israel at the March 11, 1988, Canada-
Israel Committee gala event, came journalistic scrutiny
and repeated mention of the fiJewish lobby.0 Descriptives
such as fiinfluential,0 Aipowerful,o fiwell-heeled,06 and finear
omnipotence0 appeared in newsprint about the lobby
fiumbrella organizationo of the Canada-Israel Committee,
composed of its trio body members, Bonai Brith Canada,
the Canadian Zionist Federation, and the Canadian Jewish

Congress.

AMillions have witnessed the atrocities from their
living rooms and can attest to the transformation of
oppressed into oppressor. Canadians as a whole will
not take kindly to a group that declines to censure

violent oppression.o 2

The Canadian Israeli lobby manufactured March 11 as a
crisis event T almost like a mini 9/11 moment T and went
into propaganda management. Canada has never since
recovered: resulting from the organized engagements of

lobbying and narrative reframing
that followed. The lobby built its
trenches.

Michael Crelinsten, the executive
director of the Canadian Jewish
Congress Quebec Region,
responded to a letter printed in the
April 18, 1988, edition of the
National Post. Crelinstenés letter of
May 30, 1988:

AMr. [Richard] Stewart also
claims that the Jewish lobby is

Palestinian clashes
cast shadow over
Canada-Israel gala

By Arch MacKenzie
Toronto Star March 9, 1988

OTTAWA — Israeli violence
against Palestinians hangs over
the annual showpiece of the
Canada-Israel Committee which
starts with a huge banquet to-
night.

While all three party caucuses
are sorely divided over the
issue, there has been an un-
precedented rash of statements
in the House of Commons criti-
cal of Israel from Conservative
and New Democratic Party
MPs. One Tory MP has equated
Israel’s actions with South Afri-
ca’s human rights violations
against blacks.

Two groups of Canadian poli-
ticians have come back from
visits to the Middle East highly
critical of Israeli policies in
dealing with the Palestinian
protests in the occupied territo-
ries.

One is from the Canada-Arab
Parliamentary Association,
which has more than 60 MPs
and senators. The other is the
Commons permanent commit-
tee on external affairs.

Both groups of parliamentar-
ians plan to make reports to
External Affairs Minister Joe
Clark on human rights viola-
tions on the West Bank and in
Gaza.

For its 13th annual dinner,
the Canada-Israel Committee
has invited all MPs and senators
to join the 1,000 guests expect-
ed. The committee is an influen-
tial force on behalf of the 344,-
000 Canadians with Jewish
roots.

“We consider this the most
important event on our calen-
dar for the year,” said commit-
tee spokesman Paul Michaels of
Toronto.

Benjamin Netanyahu: Israeli
ambassador to United Na-
tions will be dinner speaker

MP Howard McCurdy, of
Windsor, has talked about the
“bankruptcy” of Israeli policy.

Among the Tories, Bud Jar-
dine of New Brunswick asked
the Commons on Jan. 20 to “ex-
press its rage and indignation”
against an Israeli blockage of
food for Palestinian camps.

On Feb. 26, he told the Com-
mons, “I plead for the govern-
ment to show the same leader-
ship against human rights viola-
tions in Palestine as it has
shown and demonstrated in
South Africa.”

Clark is already on record as
agreeing with Broadbent that
an Israeli policy, in the earlier
stages of the current unrest, of
withholding food from Palestin-
ians was “unacceptable.”

Israel guilty of rights abuses,
church council tells

Ottawa

Michael McAteer and
ureen Murray Toronto Star
Canada should speak out vigor-
ously against the “comprehensive
violations of basic human rights”
by Israel, says a group formed by
the Canadian Council of Churches.

In a brief presented to the exter-
nal affairs department last month,
the church council's Middle East
Working Group condemned the
Israeli military response to the
uprising in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip as “violent and vicious.”

The brief, released Wednesday
by the council, was submitted to
external affairs before the start of
the the 45th session of the United
Nations Commission on Human
Rights, in Geneva last week. The
Canadian Council of Churches is
made up of 16 Canadian churches,
and includes all the mainstream
denominations.

In its brief, the church group ex-
pressed concern at the “years of
extensive human rights violations”
that have followed Israeli occupa-
tion of the territories.

February 10, 1989

It said violations include the
expropriation of land and the
building of new settlements, the
denial to residents of access to
water, various economic restric-
tions, as well as collective punish-
ments, inhumane prison conditions
and deportations.

The church group said it recog-
nizes the intifadah (the uprising in
the territories) as “a legitimate
struggle of the Palestinian people
under Israeli occupation to free
themselves from the yoke of op-
pression.” It said the intifadah has
been met by a “violent and vicious
response by the Israeli military”
that has resulted in more than 400
deaths and more than 50,000 in-
Juries.

2 Israel lobbyists hit wrong target, Vancouver Province, March 13, 1988.
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fiever quick to claim racist overtoneso to any criticism of Israel and yet it supports the systematic

oppression and dispossession of the Palestinian people. Let me assure Mr. Stewart that our response
to criticism of Israel has not been to claim racism but rather to, in a reasoned fashion, request of the
government and the media that they simply present the events in the Middle East in a fair, balanced
and contextual fashion.

I would also point out that neither the Jewish community of Canada, nor the U.S. nor anywhere else,
much less the Jewish community of Israel, supports the systematic fioppressiono of the Palestinians.
Rather, the Israelis have been forced, against their desire, into an occupation of the terrorists,
and have encouraged for more than 20 years in what is a singularly enlightened occupation.o

2/The Daily Tar Heel/Wednesday, January 13, 1987

Palestinians protest Israeli occupation

By HELLE NIELSEN
Staff Writer

The six-week uprising in Israel’s
occupied territories in the Gaza Strip
and the West Bank shows a new
determination among the Palestini-
ans to rid the areas of Israeli military
occupation, local Middle East experts
said.

“A long-standing problem has
reached maturity,” said Herbert
Bodman, UNC professor of Islamic
history, who spent time in the
occupied territories in 1981. “The
Palestinians are just tired of (the
occupation). It is no longer a real
sacrifice to give up lives.”

More than 30 Palestinians have
‘been killed and several hundred
wounded in the uprisings, which
began last December. About 30
Israeli soldiers have been wounded
in the clashes.

Israel occupied the Gaza Strip and
the West Bank after the Arab-Israeli
war in 1967. About 1.5 million
Palestinians live in the territories,
which are under Isracli military
jurisdiction.

Palestinian Hatem Al Hussaini, an
international studies professor at
Shaw University in Raleigh, said
uprisings are OCCUrring as a new

generation that was born under
occupation is growing up.

“They are obviously angry as a
result of an occupation, where they
have seen arrests of their parents,
confiscations of their land and
deportation of their relatives,” Al
Hussaini said. “They want freedom
and the right to rule themselves. They
want peace and human rights.”

Local Palestinians, Jews and Mid-
dle Eastern scholars said bad socio-
economic conditions in the occupied
territories aggravate the problem.

“The Gaza Strip is a ghetto with
no economic livelihood,” Bodman
said. “People’s patience has been
exhausted.”

As there is very little industry in
Gaza, most residents must go into
Israel proper to work low-paying,
menial jobs every day, Bodman said.

Although Palestinians living in the
West Bank have developed an econ-
omy of their own, it is a restricted
economy because Palestinians need
Israeli permits for everything, Bod-
man said.

Jack Sasson, UNC professor of
religion, said a distinction should be
made between the West Bank and
Gaza.

“In the West Bank it is a clash of
different notions of history,” Sasson
said.

The Jewish settlers see the land as
their God-given right, while the
Palestinians believe whoever lives on
it has a right to it, Sasson said. They
are struggling over control of the
land, he said.

“Gaza is extremely poor,” Sasson
said.“Nobody wants those territories

not Egypt, not Israel, not even the
settlers — and there is a high level
of despair. That despair has been
responded to by powerful religious
forces.”

In Gaza, many settlers have
embraced fundamental Islam to find
relief from the conditions.

Bodman said the use of the
mosques as rallying points during the
uprisings indicates an increased role
of religion, but he saw this as a return
to normal after two or three gener-
ations of secularism.

“The secularists have been discred-
ited, because little has been accomp-
lished while they were in charge,”
Bodman said.

Hussaini said religion was not at
the root of the uprisings.

“Everybody is joining the upris-
ings: conservatives, liberals or funda-

mentalists,” Hussaini said. “This is
not an ideological struggle. It's an
appeal for help.”

Hussaini and Bodman said the
uprisings do not appear to be organ-
ized by the Palestine Liberation
Organization.

“This is a genuine uprising by the
population, though (the Palestinians)
say the PLO is their representative,”
Hussaini said.

Efforts to solve the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict must be increased
to stop the violence, Bodman said.

Hussaini said the only solution is
an end to Israel’s military occupation
of Gaza and the West Bank.

Earl Siegel, a Chapel Hill member
of Friends of Peace Now, called for
an international peace conference
about the Middle East sponsored by
the five major members of the United
Nations Security Council. Peace Now
is the Israeli peace movement started
in protest against the 1982 Israeli
invasion of Lebanon.

The occupations corrupt the Israeli
society, Siegel said. The role of
indefinite occupier forces Israel to
engage in what he termed unethical
activities to keep the territories under
control.

The repeated exposure of fithe Jewish lobbyo (later properly identified as dthe Israeli lobby6) in Canadian
print media hit a nerve. McGill University sociology professor Morton Weinfeld came to the rescue,
reframing and countering the notion of a powerful Israel lobby as imyth,0 with a shameless
corresponding opportunity to label External Affairs Minister and former Prime Minister Clark as a
promoter of antisemitism. Nine days before his own opinion article appeared in the National Post,
Toronto Star newspaper contributor Val Sears primed Weinfeldés views into the print media arena, saying:
fithe idea that it [fithe Jewish lobby in Canadad] is very powerful is a myth.o

AWe do not control government policy [fisays Bob Willmot, national executive director of the
Canada-Israel Committeeo]. The idea that the Canada-Israel Committee gets what it wants is
nonsense.o

The Canada-Israel Committee will not make its budget public, but its staffers and its lobbyists are
high-profile on Parliament Hill. iLobbying is not a dirty word,0 says sociologist Weinfeld. filt
enhances our democratic system. There are no lobbies in a totalitarian state.0 € Together, the three
organizations [fithe Canadian Jewish Congress, with its headquarters in Montreal, and the Jewish
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service organization Bonai Britho and the Committee] constitute fithe Jewish lobby,0 a concept that

has taken on an almost mythic quality in Canadian politics.o

[The lobbyds] principal tactic is regular one-on-one lobbying of MPs by two staffers, Simon Kahn
and Shimon Vogel, and the sponsored trips to Israel for MPs. fiWWe take about 14 MPs a year to
Israel,0 says Willmot. iWe pay their fare and local food and lodging. The cost is about $2,200 a trip

each.o 3

fJoe Clarkés public criticism of Israeli human rights violations on the West Bank and Gaza at a
gathering of the Canada-Israel Committee, and the hostile reaction of his Jewish audience, has led
some editorialists to raise the old bogey of dual loyalty and the myth of an omnipotent Jewish lobby.
€ Itis commonly acceptable to tar lobbies with the labels of fispecial interestso who are somehow
actively distorting the political process, obscuring the national interest. Nonsense, Lobby
organizations represent the interests of groups of citizens. € lobbying activity is the political process

in a democracy.

What is unprecedented is the widespread impression that in making those remarks Clark displayed
special courage € Such comments reek of antisemitism and represent the highbrow complement to

the vulgar Jewish conspiracy theories peddled by hate mongers.o 4

Weinfeld would later serve on the board of advisors with ISGAP, the Institute for the Study of Global

Antisemitism & Policy, alongside numerous board advisors such as Irwin Cotler, Alan Dershowitz, Gil
Troy, and Irving Abella. In an April 18 letter of response to Weinfeldds March 28 opinion article, Richard
Stewart wrote: iThe Jewish lobby is ever quick to claim antiracist overtones in any criticism of Israel, and
yet it supports the systematic oppression and dispossession of the Palestinian people.o

Another editorial by Vale Sears in the Toronto Star went further, framing and equating the Jewish lobby as

just another ordinary ethnic lobby, part of a fimulticultural nation.o

filn a controversial study last year of attitudes held by external
affairs officials towards the Middle East, Carleton University
professor Peyton Lyon asked: fiwho does make Canadads
Middle East policy?0 The answer, from a small sample of
respondents, gives the AJewish Canadian communityo top
billing, behind the Prime Minister, the cabinet and the
department itself.0 °

Peyton Lyon fired off a response letter in the Toronto Star, Canada
quiet on Palestiniansé rights, posted on July 21, 1988:

OWhy i s Canac
bold when it
human rights
Africa and t
Uni on and so
a rul e, abou
of Pal esdini

fiVal Sears now recognizes that the power of the Jewish lobby is more than imyth.0 € In both word
and figures, | reported that the influence rating of the Jewish community was ahead of all other
inputs, and by a considerable margin. € [Sears] might have noted that the response came largely
from a senior level, mostly ex-ambassadors and deputy ministers. € Most External officials believe
that the lobbyés pressure has resulted in an unfortunate tilt toward Israel in our policies.
Evidence for this is the fact that Canada is the only country, apart from Israel and the U.S., that
refused to support Palestinian self-determination. Its contacts with the Palestinian Liberation
Organization, moreover, are kept at an insulting low level, lower than that of our European allies and

the Vatican.

3 Myths make Jewish lobby appear mightier than it is, Toronto Star, March 19, 1988.

4 The racist bogey of édual loyalty,d National Post, opinion by Morton Weinfeld, March 28, 1988.

5 Powerful Jewish lobby a model for other groups, July 4, 1988.
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By December 1988, nine months after
Joe Clarkas speech at the 6Canada-
Israel galad event, the Canadian Press
received an advanced copy of an essay
included in a book expected to be
published in the Spring of 1989 on
fiCanadads Middle East policy.0 The
essay, authored by John Kirton and
Peyton Lyon, fiPerceptions of the
Middle East in the Department of
External Affairs and Mulroneyds Policy
1984-1988,0 was one of many essays
in the book, The Domestic

Palestinians are the victims

It is a sad day when Israel’s am-
bassador to the United Nations,
Benjamin Netanyahu, must resort
(Gazette, Feb. 5) to the defence of
his country’s actions in occupied
Palestine by accusing objectors of
accusing Israel of racism. No one is
saying this is racism,; this is the oc-
cupation of a land outside Israel’s
land.

As far as defending his position
by saying the Jewish people are

victims, that ceased after the Sec-
ond World War.

The victims in 1988 are not the
Jewish people but the Palestinian
people.

I object to the brutality in 1938
in Europe, to the violence in South
Africa, to the slow genocide of our
own natives.

GERALD DUMONT

March 2, 1988 St. Laurent

Battleground: Canada and the Arab-Israeli Conflict, as referenced above in another of the bookds essays

featuring Irving Abella.

fiCanadian foreign policy in the Middle East is influenced more by the Canadian Jewish community
than by the prime minister, the cabinet, public opinion or the media, suggests a survey of current and
former senior officials from the Department of External Affairs. As a result, itds biased in favor of
Israel and stops Canada from making a meaningful contribution to a peaceful solution of the Arab-
Israel conflict, the report quotes the majority of officials as concluding.

Occasionally, the views expressed by the officials were stated in strong, undiplomatic language. One
participant said the Canadian Jewish community had bordered on fitreasono in the pressure it
exerted on the government to take measures to counteract the Arab boycott of Israel. Another said
the pro-Israel lobby group, the Canada-Israel Committee, used fiblackmailo in promoting its

position.

[Peyton] Lyon said that while External Affairs co-operated with him in similar surveys in the past, in
this case top officials instructed department employees not to fill out the questionnaire. fiThey
did everything possible to block it,0 he said. iThey sent a telegram to everyone in the department to

ignore the questionnaire.o

The participants also said media coverage of the Middle East is biased. Only five people considered it
fiobjectiveo or even firelativelyo objective. Not one said the media favored the Arabs.o ©

AThe strongest perception of imbalance was expressed by former ambassadors and officers who had
served in Israel,0 it [the study] continues. The officials are almost unanimous in saying that there
can be no fieffective settlement if the Palestinians are not allowed a territorial homeland with

full self-government.o

But a spokesman for the Canada-Israel Committee said itds empirically false that the Jewish
community exerts more influence than all these other organizations. iOn many issues, we havenot
been effective,0 said Paul Michaels, citing External Affairs Minister Joe Clarkas stinging
criticism of Israel last March. Clarkés remarks that Israel was violating human rights with its
treatment of Palestinian refugees on the West Bank sparked a wave of protest from Jewish
organizations across Canada. fiThe foreign policy of the country in respect to the Middle East is not
dictated by the Jewish community at all,0 Michaels said.

6 Jewish lobby credited with influence on Mid-East policy, Alberni Valley Times, December 14, 1988.
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But Lyon, a former External Affairs official, said in an interview: iiCanadian diplomats perceive
Canadian interests in the Middle East to have suffered from a pro-Jewish bias which is the result of
an influential and effective Jewish lobby. fil candt recall a single person in External Affairs who
has taken a different view. & There are suspicious minds who will tell you | was selective with the
people | interviewed but no one at External Affairs will tell you that.0 Lyon, who worked on the
German desk at External Affairs until 1959, before joining the faculties of the University of Western
Ontario and, later, Carleton University, has written several books on Canadian foreign policy.o ’

In Peyton Lyonds January 28,
1989, follow-up letter to the

editor with the Ottawa Citizen,

he explained that the reference
to the fione participanto
mentioned in the quote above,
responsible for stating the
dharshd word fitreasono in
relation to Jewish-Canadian
lobbying, was made by an
official from the Department
of External Affairs, and that
his comment was sourced
from fa paper given in June
1987 to an academic body.0
Lyon commented that fisuch
harsh language was rareo by
Department officials.

Israeli president to begin
controversnal state visit

Ottawa Citizen
By Daniel Drolet June 24, 1989

Citizen staff writer

Israeli President Chaim Herzog
begins a controversial official vis-
it to' Canada next week that in-
cludes a speech to a joint session
of Parliament Tuesday.

Even before his arrival in the
capital, the decision to allow him
to 'speak to the House of Com-
mons and the Senate is under fire

Herzog, president of Israel
sinee 1983, holds little real power.
His role is similar to that of Gov
Gen.. Jeanne Sauvé, who will be
his official host.

Canadian officials said Friday
theré will be talks with Herzog
about a number of substantive is-
sues, including accusations of hu-
man rights violations by Israel in
the accupied West Bank and Gaza
Strip. But given his constitutional
duties, about the most he can do
is pass on information about Ca-
nadian positions.

His opinions are seen as carry-
ing “moral weight” rather than
political clout; that belongs in the
hands of Israeli Prime Minister
Yitzhak Shamir

Chaim Herzog
Speech planned

Still, Herzog will meet with
Prime Minister Brian Mulroney,
Liberal Leader John Turner and
NDP Leader Ed Broadbent. And
he will travel to Montreal and To-
ronto to meet, among others, Que-
bec Premier Robert Bourassa and
Ontario Premier David Peterson.

This is the first state visit to
Canada by an Israeli president.
And it comes when Canada-Israel

relations are strained.

External Affairs Minister Joe
Clark was jeered by a Jewish au-
dience last year when he attacked
Israel for human rights violations
in the occupied territories.

Then in March, Clark upgraded
relations with the Palestine Liber-
ation Organization by removing
restrictions on official meetings.

Clark also announced Canada
endorsed the principle of Palestin-
ian self-determination, to be exer-
cised through peace negotiations.

External Affairs officials said
Friday they hoped the visit would
help underline the ties between
Canada and Israel and how as a
friend Canada can contribute to
peace.

The decision to allow Herzog to
address Parliament was made by
Parliament itself. But several

groups feel Parliament has gone

In a joint statement, the Cana-
dian Arab Federation and a group
called Jews for a Just Peace de-
nounced the speech saying the Is-
raeli president doesn’t support the
peace process in the Middle East.

ACCUSED OF BEING OFFENSIVE — “The pugnacious portrayal of Israeli soldiers ...
was not only anti-Israel but anti-Jewish”’, writes Uri Rosenzweig, about the above cartoon
from the *Edmonton Journal”.

The Jewish Star, March 1, 1989

Journal™

of the "Ed

lished by permissi

" Mideast policy dominated by Jews: study, The Gazette, December 14, 1988.
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2.1. The Societal Promotion of Rosalie Abella

As the Palestinian Intifada was unfolding under
media spotlights, at the end of the 1988 calendar

year Rosalie Abella became center stage,

dchosend to moderate the big national election
debate televised on three Canadian networks.

Moderator unanimous choice

Toronto Star, October 24, 1988
The moderator of tomorrow night's election dehate has plenty of
experience in ensuring that all sides are treated fairly.

- Rosalie Abella will keep Brian Mulroney, John Turner and Ed
Broadbent in line as they confront each other during a live three-hour
program on all three English networks — the CBC, CTV and Global.

The 42-vear-old former family court judge headed a roval commis-
-sion on equality in employment in 1984 and was also chairman of an
.Ontario study on access to legal services hy the disabled. She is now
¢hairman of the Ontario Lahor Relations Board.

Abella was the unanimous choice of the three parties and the net-
“works to act as moderator during the debate.

Showcase

Kitchener-Waterloo Record,.Jues., Oct. 25, 1988

Television
Sheila Hannon

Put the coffee pot on and have the munchies close at
hand. Gather the family 'round the box tonight as The
Great (or not so great) Leaders’ Debate pervades the
airwaves from 8 p.m. until 11 p.m. on CBC, Global and
CTV (3,5,6,9,13).

It may seem like a bit of an overdose to listen for three
hours as Brian, Ed and John argue about how they'd like
to spend our money. Even the most responsible of voters
may find it hard to pay rapt attention to the whole spiel.

Rosalie Abella, chairman of the Ontario Labor Rela-
tions Board and former family court judge, will act as
moderator of the verbal match as Mulroney, Turner and
Broadbent face questions from a panel of journalists:
CTV's Pamela Wallin, CBC's David Halton and Global's
Doug Small.

The format consists of several rounds of two-way con-
frontations — it all sounds more complicated that a
world-class tennis championship. The middle hour will
centre around issues of concern to women while the first
and final hours will deal with general issues.

Each leader will have opening and closing statements
with the rest of the time spent debating. Let's hope that
the journalists’ questions don't go on ad infinitum (as has
been seen on some such interview shows) so that the only
possible answer could be “Yeah, I guess so.”

Tonight’s the night for big debate

Rosalie Abella (top left) will moderate de-
bate of (clockwise) Brian Mulroney, Ed
Broadbent and John Turner.

Abellads anchor assignment to moderate
the future candidate of the Canadian
State would elevate and forever alter her
societal recognition. This recognition,
and ensuing domino recognitions,
would later assist in her candidacy for
the Supreme Court of Canada, chosen

in 2004 by her and her hushandds friend,
Irwin Cotler, the Minister of Justice.
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