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Quotes 
 

ñOccupied Palestinian Territory lies above sizeable reservoirs of oil and natural gas wealth, in Area C of 

the occupied West Bank and the Mediterranean coast off the Gaza Strip. The accumulated losses are 

estimated in the billions of dollars. é This study identifies and assesses existing and potential Palestinian 

oil and natural gas reserves that could be exploited for the benefit of the Palestinian people, which Israel is 

either preventing them from exploiting or is exploiting without due regard for international law. (Source: 

The Economic Costs of the Israel Occupation for the Palestinian People: The Unrealized Oil and Natural 

Gas Potential, United Nations, 2019) 

 

ñOn 9 October 2023, Yoav Gallant, Israelôs Minister of Defense, stated: ñWe are imposing a complete siege 

on [Gaza]. No electricity, no food, no water, no fuel ï everything is closed. We are fighting human animals, 

and we act accordinglyò. (Urgent Action: Palestinian Human Rights Organizations Call on Third States to 

Urgently Intervene to Protect the Palestinian People Against Genocide, Al-Haq, October 13, 2023.) 

 

ñThe mainstream media has kept the actual motives behind Israelôs criminal occupation and blockade of the 

Palestinian Territories deliberately hidden from view. The hidden motive here being Gazaôs trillion-dollar 

maritime gas reserves. é this genocidal siege was never about Hamas. It was only ever about resource 

theft and extraction from the Palestinian Territories.ò (Source: YouTube, November 9, 2023, ï worth $500 

billion, Proof: Israel to steal Gazaôs gas ï worth $500 billion, The CJ Werleman Show) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñThis is not a war on Hamas. This is a war on the children of Gaza.ò (Source: quote from Dr. Anas Al-

Kassem, Ontario trauma surgeon, Norfolk General Hospital and West Haldimand General Hospital, 

YouTube, Doctors say Israel is wiping out a generation of kids in Gaza, January 29, 2024) 

 

ñThe three pillars of Judaism are truth, justice, and peace. The Netanyahu government is the opposite of 

these core Jewish values. It is the most aggressive, expansionist, overtly racist and Jewish supremacist 

government in Israelôs history. The essence of Judaism is non-violence. The present government is the 

antithesis of this essence.ò (Source: Israeli-British historian Avi Shlaim, January 27, 2024, Speech at the 

Emergency Conference of Global Intellectuals of Conscience to Stop Genocide in Gaza in London, UK) 

 

https://unctad.org/publication/economic-costs-israeli-occupation-palestinian-people-unrealized-oil-and-natural-gas
https://unctad.org/publication/economic-costs-israeli-occupation-palestinian-people-unrealized-oil-and-natural-gas
https://twitter.com/yoavgallant/status/1711335592942875097
https://www.alhaq.org/advocacy/21898.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9RxRKjzx0B0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EkkZuDVNr9A
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Preface 
 

This volume, ñZionism Hates the Truth: Big Reveal following Duo Claims and Signals to the ICJ  

by Retired Canadian Supreme Court Justice Rosalie Abella and Former Canadian Minister of Justice Irwin 

Cotler that the State of Israel is Above International Law,ò is a significant departure from the thematic 

reports I have primarily self-published on the protection of drinking waters (https://www.bctwa.org/): now 

to this, the arena of human rights and the invaluable protection of Palestinians and full recognition of their 

ñself determinationò and ñRight of Returnò to their stolen lands and of their resources.  

 

Many of my readers, and those familiar with my advocacy history, may ask what caused me to make the 

dramatic shift. I suppose I could have stayed on topic and developed a thorough and appropriate analysis on 

how the Zionist Israel colonial project had been pilfering, ruining, polluting, and constricting Palestineôs 

domestic water sources over time (which a few others have carefully reported on), whilst oppressing 

Palestinians and stealing Syriaôs Golan Heights lands and water rights, a very sordid history, including the 

most recent wilful introduction of pumping salt water to drown Gazaôs secret tunnel networks, thereby 

forever polluting Gazaôs groundwaters, an utterly abhorrent and insidious political-military decision.  

 

In all honesty, what prompted me to consolidate this report was an urgent, inner prompting, an awakening 

of my conscience, a call to duty. 

 

I began this effort on January 20, 2024, with a simple objective: to produce a twenty-odd-page critique on 

former Canadian Supreme Court Justice Rosalie Abellaôs January 9, 2024, opinion article published in the 

Globe and Mail newspaper (see Part 3 for the copy). Abella opposed and attacked South Africaôs 84-page 

long, well-referenced filing with the International Court of Justice (ICJ), a timely filing which justly 

accused Zionist Israel of committing, alongside a continuous Al Nakba, an ongoing genocide of Palestinian 

refugee inmates within its walled Gaza concentration camp. After all, Abella, with her now 41 accumulated 

honorary doctorates (her 41st recently awarded in Tel Aviv) and numerous awards, was a ófamousô human 

rights advocate and jurist celebrity. I, alongside other Canadians, was deeply troubled by Abellaôs illogical 

and unethical response statements three months into Israelôs genocide, who obviously meant to influence 

the then imminent ICJôs January 12th Decision at the Hague: I became intent on rebuffing her.  

 

In my rebuffing mode, I bumped into the figurehead of Irwin Cotler, the former McGill University law 

professor, founder of the ten-year old Raoul Wallenberg Human Rights Centre, Abellaôs old Canadian 

friend and associate, who I had never heard of or known anything about. Cotler authored a duplicate 

themed opinion article published in the National Post newspaper the day after Abellaôs (see also Part 3 for 

the copy), with oddly similar, rash defense arguments against South Africa, with the same intent to sway 

public opinion and the ICJ. And, at the time, I was unaware of the Raoul Centre and that Abella was one of 

its honorary co-chairs since 2017. My óinnocentô discovery of Cotler would turn the tide of my critique to 

an epic undertaking. In my meagre efforts to scrutinize two celebrated, legally trained and Jewish Zionist-

minded Canadians, I quickly became aware that I was opening a gigantic can of worms: a short critique 

morphed into a complex inquiry project. Once again, my sincerest apologies for getting drawn in and 

yielding to this temptation, and for neglecting my normal duties and friendships. 

 

I must confess that prior to this endeavour I had been an absolute ignoramus on the history and politics of 

Palestine, a land that in 1948 became a divided colonial occupier state territory rebranded as Zionist Israel, 

its political fate and the intertwined circumstances concerning the forceful and tragic displacement of 

Palestinian inhabitants and their lands over the last one hundred or so years. My only prior introduction to 

this subject was during my world travels that brought me to Egypt in February 1986, so long ago, where I 

found myself reaching up to a bookshelf to randomly pick a book published (as I now vaguely recall) in 

about 1966 on the plight and purging of Palestinians. I was shocked and moved as I ploughed through it. It 

https://www.bctwa.org/
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brought tears to my eyes, a beginning mark to altering an indoctrinated thinking about óthe Holy Landô. I 

had read nothing since about that tragedy, until ónow,ô January 2024 onwards.  

 

From 1987 to 1990, I 

dedicated my óleisureô life to 

learning about and advocating 

for Indigenous rights in 

Canada, mostly British 

Columbia, with my 

involvement in the former 

Vancouver branch of the 

Canadian ecumenical 

organization called Project 

North (named and formed 

after the MacKenzie Valley 

Pipeline inquiry in the 1970s, 

after which some 120 chapters 

were created), renamed in the 

early 1990s as the Aboriginal 

Rights Coalition. During that 

time, I attended dozens of the 

plaintiffôs private legal 

debriefing sessions in 

downtown Vancouver during 

the Supreme Court 

proceedings of the 

controversial and epic Gitksan 

/ Wetôsuwetôen Supreme 

Court trial proceedings. Over 

the span of six or so years, I 

often travelled 18 hours one-

way north in my vehicle to 

their homelands on the Stikine 

River watershed east of Prince 

Rupert where their forest 

lands, as the forest lands of all 

British Columbia indigenous 

peoples, where being 

ódevelopedô and raped (the 

forest industryôs former 50 cents on the dollar, on over 500,000 kilometers of forest service logging roads). 

I learned about the history, political tribulations and injustices of some of the other Indigenous peoples on 

the northwestern corner of Turtle Island: the Nisgaôa (on the Nass River, obliterated by clearcut logging in 

Tree Farm License #1); the Cheslatta (their river territorial and flooding battles against Alcan, and the 

logging); the Haida (lots of logging, fishing rights, recently handed back their lands); the Ingenika/ 

Mesilinka (Williston óreservoirô area and logging); the Tsilhqotôin / Nemaiah people (west of Williams 

Lake, more logging); the Stôatôimc people (from Pemberton to Lillooet); and much later through my anti-

fracking advocacy, the Treaty 8 peoples in northeast BC (impacted by eye-popping ócumulative oil-patched 

environmental degradationsô). I attribute these early learning experiences the reason for my strong moral 

sympathies with the Palestinian peopleôs plights, for understanding the cruel, greedy, profit driven and 

oblivious objectives of the colonizer: I also live in a colonial / quasi-colonial / post-colonial occupier state. 

Meme from Part 3 
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Over the course of just over a yearôs research, learning, reflection and composition, I have come to 

recognize that the history of Israeli ócolonial settler-ismô (the term attributed to Fayez Sayegh) is 

notoriously difficult, plagued with many pitfalls, hazards, and an almost infinite supply of episodes and 

documents, and with a corresponding host of advocates on either side of the fences. I was also woefully 

ignorant of the voluminous proceedings of the United Nationsô operations (óorgansô) on this subject, in 

particular the more recent roles of its special rapporteurs since the early 1990s who have documented, ad 

nauseum, the controversial matters and episodes of Zionist / Israelôs inhumane treatments and robberies of 

Palestinians through repeated violations of international law, and of the bizarre United Nations voting 

history by ódemocraticô state parties defiantly in support of Israelôs unlawful subjugation of Palestinians 

over the last 76 and more years. 

 

Of the reams of information collected while tracing numerous webbed threads, early on I stumbled upon 

two important anti-Zionist figureheads, one an American follower of Classical Judaism, the other a 

Palestinian who quietly followed Christianity. First was Rabbi Elmer Berger, whose Memoirs of an Anti-

Zionist Jew, was published in 1978 by the Institute for Palestinian Studies, and Jack Rossô recent 2011 

insightful biography, Rabbi Outcast, who, in his Epilogue chapter, evaluates Berger as an ñextraordinary 

man of conscience.ò  In the introduction to Bergerôs 1978 Memoirs, C.K. Zurayk writes: 

 

ñDr. Bergerôs life and work have been distinguished both by his deep insights into one of todayôs 

most harassing problems ï the problem of Palestine ï and by his courage and persistence in 

defending the truths that these insights revealed. He has regarded it as his duty to expose the blind 

neglect and deliberate distortion of those truths and to combat the pernicious attitudes, policies and 

decisions which resulted from this neglect and distortion. é For there is perhaps no problem in 

human history which has been surrounded with as much misrepresentation, deception and 

emotional manipulation as has been the problem of Palestine. The Zionists have created and put 

into operation such a powerful machinery of information, or rather of misinformation, of 

calumniation and of intimidation that the fundamentals have not been allowed to appear; they have 

been almost completely submerged by a mass of untruths and irrelevancies.ò 

 

Without Rabbi Berger ï his organized Jewish óanti-Zionismô advocational struggle from 1942 onward ï we 

perhaps cannot better understand the anchors and presuppositions which drive prominent political figures, 

such as Canadian Zionists Rosalie Abella and Irwin Cotler ï participants in what Berger nicknames the 

ñZionist machineò ï who advocate the twisted precepts of Zionism to our governments, institutions and 

through popular media messaging. Berger served a critical historic role as a collective conscience not only 

for his fellow followers of Reform Judaism, but for humanity in general. He was a dedicated follower and 

communicator of moral, monotheistic Judaism, who, as Jack Ross reveals, was weaned in the 1930s on the 

prominent, steadfast, Jehovah-faithful Old Testament prophets who bravely and repeatedly demanded 

justice in a land of injustice succumbed by the óflock of Israelô and, notably, by Israelôs often wayward 

institutionalized prophets and misguided leaders. In this context, Berger repeatedly warned the world of the 

political dangers by political Zionists who misused and abused the term óanti-Semitism.ô In May 1970, five 

years before the November 10, 1975, United Nations Resolution number 3379, óZionism is Racism,ô Berger 

summarized, yet again, this time to an audience at the Loeb Playhouse, Purdue campus, in West Lafayette, 

Indiana, that ñIsrael is anything but a democracy ï a state which practices apartheid. There is an affinity 

between Israel and unprogressive, racist states.ò  

 

The second and distinctly remarkable person I discovered a third of the way through my inquiry is Fayez 

Sayegh, the intellectual Palestinian academic, prolific writer, statesman and compassionate defender of 

Palestinian rights, who is primarily featured at length in Part 8 of this report, ñMover, Shaker, Resolution 

Maker.ò Somewhat akin to Latin poet Virgil in Italian poet Dante Alighieriôs Divine Comedy poem, namely 

the special óhuman reasonô guide who led pilgrim Dante into the spiralling depths of The Inferno realm 

(Danteôs volume one), it was Sayegh, through his writings (as many as I could find), that became my 
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óhuman reasonô guide to help understand the underworld mechanics and perspectives of Jewish Zionism. 

There are, of course, many other writers with commentaries on the mechanics for the other influential half 

of this perverse coin, namely Christian Zionism (perhaps an offshoot or integration to author Katherine 

Stewartôs understanding of óChristian Nationalismô in her book, ñThe Power Worshippersò), a key, 

dominating subject untreated in this manuscript. 

 

A central thematic finding I deduced near the outset from my research pool of collected document sources 

spanning over eighty years, is that Zionist leaders of Israel have, over numerous decades, zealously set up 

an international defence shield apparatus, a force field as it were, the central aim and strategy of which is to 

simply avoid a similar political fate that befell Apartheid South Africa just over thirty years ago. The 

extensive efforts that have been cumulatively wielded and instigated into building this defensive apparatus 

ï through the political, monetary and social aid of Christian Zionists ï are simply astounding, absolutely 

and extraordinarily mind boggling, penetrating the political, military and judicial fabric and foreign policies 

of major world state entities. Positioned behind the shields of Christian Zionists and the evolving Israel 

Zionists organizationally dispersed throughout the world, have behaved like a parasitic plant, building a 

massive root system throughout an entire garden, sucking the very life in the soil from the other plants. 

 

In this respect, I interpret Israelôs actions in 1967 as the waging of three integrated wars. The first was, of 

course, the Six-Day war, a feigned war against its neighbour states to illegally gain territories from 

Palestinians, Syrians, and Egyptians, a war that awakened and kindled the sleeping ñmessianicò followers. 

The second was the launching of an international propaganda war. The third was a strategic political war on 

the United States, which would become its stalwart and powerful international ally at the United Nations, 

as well as its primary source for military funding. The greater fall and seduction of Canada would come 

later, the Zionist underpinnings coming into force in the 1980s under the Brian Mulroney Conservative 

administration (see Parts 2, 5, and 12). As this new foothold took root in changing Canadaôs foreign policy 

and diplomatic messaging, it was under the Prime Minister Stephen Harper far-right, anti-Canada, 

administration (2006-2015) that took Canada to a new low, a submissive, unquestioning, embarrassing 

partner posture, unlike any previous administration. In fact, after that Prime Minister was booted out in the 

2015 election, he financially benefitted as an international far-right spokesman and shameless smiling 

salesman for Israel (see Part 4.3). 

 

Another central finding is related to the origins of the United Nations November 1975, Resolution #3379, 

óZionism is Racismô ï Irwin Cotlerôs often-stated central sticking point discussed primarily in Part 7. I had 

first learned of UN Resolution #3379 in about December 2023 and was intrigued, drawn in, to 

understanding the origins of this show-stopper declaration. My lengthy treatment of this history in Part 8, in 

concert with my focus on Fayez Sayegh, forms the foundation of my understanding and arguments against 

Cotler and the worldôs Zionists. The Resolution had nothing to do with the óArabsô or to the Soviet 

óCommunists,ô origins aggressively blame-propagandized by Zionist/Israel and its machine minions. 

Rather, the breadcrumbs on this thinking trace back to both Rabbi Elmer Berger ï his anti-Zionist 

organization affiliate spokespeople with the American Council for Judaism, who had been repeatedly 

informing their North American, Middle East and European audiences that Zionism was/is discriminatory 

and racist, reasoned insights based on Reform Judaic thinking and writings that predate Berger ï and more 

importantly, Fayez Sayegh, who penned the now famous and indispensable 1965 monograph, Zionist 

Colonialism in Palestine, when he launched the Palestine Research Center in Beirut.  

 

I deduced something else of importance from my research. Most people in the world have been 

brainwashed to only think about Germanyôs early 20th century fascistôs tragic and horrible Holocaust upon 

Jewry (and an almost equal forgotten cleansing number of other óundesirablesô) when they think about 

post-1948 óIsrael.ô And, as historians note, there have been numerous holocausts thrust upon civilizations in 

recent centuries by colonial occupational powers. Both of my grandfathers, and my grandmotherôs brother, 

were murdered (the latter by the KGB), amongst some estimated 40-60 million souls under the ruthless 
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dictator Stalin. In the late 1800s following, stated in the writings of prominent spokesmen, the primarily 

secular Jewish Zionists had already plotted to dispose of the Palestinians at the outset, and during 

Germanyôs Holocaust, a subject generally and contextually lost from peoplesô collective memories. Those 

Jewish Zionists were fervent colonialists ï like, for instance, extremist órevisionistô Zeev Jabotinsky and his 

followers and financiers ï caught up in the activities of military colonial powers of the day who were 

masters of other peopleôs lives and resources. As Germanyôs fascists were clandestinely organizing their 

programs of ethnic cleansing, to make way for the ómaster race,ô radical Zionists in Palestine, many of 

which were immigrants from the east European leftist camp, or ólabourô Zionists, were contemplating and 

undertaking similar military-based and psychologic designs, either with or without British complicity. By 

1948, following the forceable displacement of Palestinians from some 500 registered settlements and 

towns, all of which were quickly renamed and swept under the rug by the Zionists, the United Nations, 

under new colonial directives, gave birth to a militant-military ideological monster, and that monster then 

sought to devour the international-rules-based United Nations and anything else in its path. 

 

As I fashioned this report, I witnessed the trauma, day-in, day-out, of Israelôs and the primarily United 

States assisted, almost unending atrocities, and canôt-find-the-words conduct of an óon-lineô genocide, as 

succinctly deduced as such in two reports in 2024 by United Nations (non-funded) rapporteur, Francesca 

Albanese. I stumbled upon Albaneseôs November 15, 2023, presentation to Australiaôs National Press Club 

at the outset of my research and was immediately enlightened on her explanation of why Israel ñdoes not 

haveò a ñright to defend itselfò argument heard almost daily throughout that genocide (see Part 3). I had 

never heard of her before, but I, and presumably like many others, was moved. I was impressed by her 

automatic manoeuverability, her unique and highly capable, powerful on-the-spot communicative abilities, 

and her ability to sharply call out those that needed to be called out. She was the good mother scolding her 

children. I then examined most of her published accounts and reviewed and followed many of her on-line 

presentations. Then, I noted a dramatic but glowing change in her. It began with her recent October to 

November 2024 tour of eastern United States and eastern Canada in the wake of a new authoritarian federal 

government in America. It was if she had emerged out of a cocoon, with new wings to face the world with 

her deep understanding of the complex dilemmas and injustices in Palestine and of Palestinians. (In a way, 

she reminded me of what Fayez Sayegh accomplished and had to endure.) With her new wings, she 

genuinely reminder-merged the plight of Palestinians with the genocidal injustices of the indigenous 

populations by the American and Canadian colonialists. She fashioned that context in each of her 

presentations. I understand that I am only one person in a sea of people who have come to respect her 

abilities and outstanding courage. As Albanese 

humbly recognizes, it is not about her, but who 

she labours to passionately advocate on behalf 

of ï and free of charge!  

 

Speaking of which, this report ï with almost 

1,000 images ï is one hundred percent self-

funded, self-directed, self-composed, and 95 

percent self-edited. I am both glad that I found 

the time and self-determination to do it, and 

absolutely, sincerely glad that it is finally over. 

 

Lastly. I am most certain that legally trained 

Rosalie Abella and Irwin Cotler will wonder 

how it is that, yet another fellow Canadian 

would rise to openly criticize them in the 

lengthy fashion that I have. That is part of the 

ódemocracy,ô that necessary freedom of well-

informed speech within the legislative state, 

Prime Minister Pierre Elliot Trudeau and Her Majesty Queen 

Elizabeth signing the Proclamation of the Constitution Act on 

April 17, 1982, at a ceremony in Ottawa, ñguaranteeing the 

rights and freedoms in the Charter as the supreme law of the 

nation.ò (Source: Government of Canada website, Learn about 

the Charter) 
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that they both themselves presumably honour, the flagship of which was raised in Canadaôs Charter some 

forty years ago, the envy of much of the world, which some, as we see, would choose to weaken and 

extinguish (see Part 16).  

 

 

 

 

In this respect, a consequence of this now-more-evident breaking up of Canadaôs Charter, Canadians have 

just witnessed the audacious, disturbing February 2025 Montreal City police arrest and jailing of Yves 

Engler from trumped-up, illogical, groundless charges, directly linked and coordinated, no doubt, to similar 

previous charges and jailings by Zionist program forces in Europe, in order to stifle and silence criticisms 

of Israel. 

Diagram from Part 17, indicating many of Irwin 

Cotlerôs life-long roles in his professional capacities. 
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As a stated condition of his release, the Montreal Policeôs 

lawyers requested Mr. Engler sign a confidentiality agreement, a 

gag order, which he refused. One could make the argument, by 

carefully tracing out its origins and developments, what with Mr. 

Cotlerôs narrow interpretive policy word war he and others have 

waged with Canadaôs blessings on óanti-Semitismô over the last 

ten or so years, along with political pressures, that Engler, 

ironically, may have been a casualty of that process. And one 

could entertain the question, that with Mr. Englerôs 

constitutional rights being infringed upon, interfered with, by 

the Montreal police and its legal department, why is Mr. 

Cotler, a fellow resident of Montreal, and a renowned 

international óhuman rightsô advocate lawyer, not either 

automatically coming to Englerôs legal assistance to rightfully 

defend him, nor voicing his opposition to his wrongful arrest 

and imprisonment through his media page on-line platform at 

the Raoul Wallenberg Centre? But, as laid out in this report, Mr. 

Cotler would likely not come to Mr. Englerôs rescue. 

 

My sincerest hope, that in my self-education 

report about this problematic subject of 

Palestine, and about fellow Canadians 

Abella and Cotler as I have 

contextually reported here, that 

they will both find time to 

honestly and carefully reflect upon the truth 

of the matters raised and then make the 

necessary, required spiritual changes about 

the subject they often cite but fail to fully 

comply: to fight for the highest ground of 

moral justice, the full-on, full-meal, radical 

justice in a fallen Zionized-Zionistische 

world.  

 

I am open to discussing this report ï any, 

and all, of its contents ï with each and 

everyone covered within it. And, if I have 

made any errors or blunders, I welcome 

notifications for revising this volume. 

 

And if, in my eagerness and compassion to 

defend the rights of Palestinians, I have 

unintentionally harmed anyone mentioned 

in this report, it is because of my anger over 

what has been allowed to happen, and is still 

happening, in Palestine.  

 

Will Koop.  

March 05, 2025. 

(Email - info@bctwa.org) 

Image from Part 4.3. 

Above: Yves Englerôs father, emotional, 

pleading for his son. Below: Yves Engler 

released after bail hearing, February 24, 2025. 
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Part 1.  Rosalie Silberman Abella, a Supreme Court justice of Canada from 2004 - 2021, is, by all 

accounts, distinguished and venerably honoured by her peers, by academic institutions, politicians, 

celebrities, and incorporated societies. The sheer number of honors, awards, and tributes are quite 

astounding, even for a Supreme Court justice. But not venerated by all. Abella has been referred to as a 

dark horse.  

 

Abella, for the longest time, is a recognized defender of human rights and of freedom of expression. In 

monumental juxtaposition, here is the opening quote from her speech, Judicial Independence, Democracy 

and Human Rights, presented at the Minerva Center for Human Rights symposium, University of 

Jerusalem, Israel, on April 9, 2018: 

 

It is 70 years since Israel was born, 70 years since the values in the declaration of independence were 

articulated. It is also the 70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 

Genocide Conventions, and the 80th anniversary of Kristallnacht. All of these, and the fact that we 

observe Holocaust Remembrance Day on Thursday, form the backdrop to this lecture on judicial 

independence. 

It is always a privilege for us to come to Israel, to see how it has flourished and to see the way, 

over the years, it has been a luminous symbol of how democracy can thrive under pressure. I 

first came to Israel in 1965 after my first year of university. I came because I had family here, but 

mostly I came because I was Jewish and wanted to see for myself how this miracle of a country had 

created a democratic oasis in the desert. Over the years, I came back again and again. Israel was an 

emotional magnet and an inspiration. Above all, Israel 

was a judicial beacon. I have been a judge for 42 

years, and one of the things I grew to be over the last 

several decades, with each visit to Israel, was a 

judicial ambassador for the judiciary of Israel. The 

Israeli judiciaryôs tenacious loyalty to principles of 

democracy and Jewish values ï concepts which for 

me are symmetrical and symbolic, even under internal 

and external siege ï made them heroic in the eyes of 

judges all over the world. 

 

HUMAN RIGHTS 

UNDER SIEGE 
(Under a definition 

of Exclusion) 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/trudeau-facing-choice-of-new-chief-justice-from-quebec-or-dark-horse-candidate-sources-say/article37047641/
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On January 11, 2017, the day before Abella made a false, condemnatory statement in a highly controversial 

Supreme Court Appeal proceeding (see Part 16), the Chicago Law School, its Northwestern Pritzker School 

of Lawôs Centre for International Human Rights, awarded Abella as fourth recipient of the Global Jurist 

of the Year. The Globe and Mail (January 12, 2017) identified that former U.S. ambassador to Canada 

David Jacobson (2009-2013) had nominated Abella for the award, stating she ñhas shown a lifetime of 

commitment in the face of adversity to defending human rights or principles of international 

criminal justice. é What I said in my nomination that really distinguished Rosie from so many other great 

jurists in Canada, the U.S. and around the world, is the way she brings extraordinary human decency to the 

law. é I think the human quality she brings to the bench is unsurpassed in my experience.ò The director of 

Centreôs International Human Rights, David Scheffer, said: ñJustice Abella has stood throughout her 

judicial career for the enforcement of human rights principles for all Canadians, regardless of their gender, 

ethnicity or station in life.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2020, Germanyôs president Frank-Walter Steinmeier presented Abella the Knight Commanderôs Cross of 

the Order of Merit, an award ñin the second-highest category of federal German decorations; the highest 

category is reserved for heads of state:ò ñGermany wished to honour justice Abella for the way she has 

drawn lessons from the Holocaust about the need to protect minority rights and the rule of law,ò and in 

ñfostering a relationship and visits between Germanyôs Constitutional Court and the Supreme Court of 

Canada.ò In 2023, acclaimed filmmaker Barry Avrich released a lengthy documentary, Without Precedent: 

The Supreme Life of Rosalie Abella.  
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Images from the December 2, 2023, Canadaôs Walk of Fame Gala, at Metro Toronto Convention Centre on 

December 02, 2023, in Toronto, Ontario. Thirty-eight days prior to her disappointing opinion article in the 

Globe and Mail, Rosalie Silberman Abella is honoured, among other recipients of Canadaôs Walk of Fameôs 

25th Anniversary Celebration. Abella was inducted into the Hall for Humanitarianism.  
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ñWeôre rolling back hard-fought human rights for 

minorities, immigrants, refugees, workers, and women. 

We are in a world now where too often law and justice 

are in a dysfunctional relationship and a world where 

prejudice poisons and hate kills. Too many 

governments have interfered with the independence of 

their judges and media; too many people are strident; 

too many people have been killed; too many people are 

poor; too many children are hungry; and too many 

people have lost hope. We are forgetting our 

compassion and making the vulnerable more 

vulnerable in a world that was supposed to have 

learned the horrendous cost of discrimination after the 

Second World War so that being different would no 

longer expose someone to danger. 

 

Weôre in danger of a new status quo where anger 

triumphs over respect and indignity triumphs over 

decency, where injustice is tolerated, and tolerance is 

not.  

 

The human rights abuses occurring in some parts of the 

world are putting the rest of the world in danger 

because intolerance, in its hegemonic insularity, seeks 

to impose its intolerant truth on others. Yet weôre too 

reluctant to call to account the intolerant behavior that 

abuses citizens and instead we hide behind silencing 

concepts like cultural relativism, or domestic 

sovereignty, or root causes. These are concepts that 

excuse intolerance. Silence in the face of intolerance 

means that intolerance wins, and when intolerance 

wins, injustice wins, and democracy loses.ò  
 

(Quote from: The Rule of Justice: The Compassionate 

Application of Law to Life, by Rosalie Silberman Abella, in 

Canadian Journal of Law & Jurisprudence, August 2023, pages 

305-315) 
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Due to her opinion article, Abellaôs human rights reputations are now 

subject to conjecture. On January 9, 2024, three days prior to South 

Africaôs oral presentations before the International Court of Justice 

(ICJ) at The Hague, the Globe and Mail published Abellaôs opinion 

article, The Genocide Case Against Israel is an Abuse of the Postwar 

Legal Order (see Part 3 for the full article). After casting aspersion 

upon South Africa ï while the State of Israelôs lobby machine 

launched sleazy smear tactics to equivocate South Africa to Hamas ï 

Abella proclaimed that South Africaôs case is without substance: ñan 

outrageous and cynical abuse of the principles underlying the 

international legal order,ò ñan insult to what genocide means,ò an 

ñinsult to the memory of all those on whose behalf the 

Genocide Convention was created.ò Contrarily, in its January 

11, 2024, press release, the United Nations Human Rights 

Office of the High Commissioner ñcommends South Africa 

for bringing this case to the ICJ at a time when the rights of 

Palestinians in Gaza are being violated with impunityò under  

a ñsecond Nakba.ò  

 

In a January 22, 2024, YouTube video podcast by U.S. judge 

Andrew Napolitano, who interviewed U.S. history professor 

John Mearsheimer, they evaluated the ICJôs ruling:  

 

ñThe fact that the Jewish people suffered egregiously during the Holocaust, an historical fact, that 

only a crazy person would attempt to deny, is largely irrelevant to what the IDF [Israeli Defence 

Force] is doing in Gaza, as we speak.  é The question is, what are the Israelis doing in Gaza? é 

There is no way you can dispute what has actually happened. é But this is a fallacy, is it not? The 

argument that Israel is carefully avoiding killing civilians is nonsense and is belied by reams and 

reams and reams of evidence. There is no question about it. It is one of the most destructive bombing 

campaigns in modern history. This is in the same category as the American and British bombing of 

Germany in World War Two, when we went after cities like Leipzig, Dresden, and Hamburg. When 

you are dropping lots of dumb bombs, and you are dropping 2,000-pound bombs in an area that is 

tightly packed with civilians, and you are killing huge numbers of those civilians, and many of them, 

in fact about 70 percent are women and children, it is impossible to make the argument that this is all 

about discrimination.ò  

 

Nine months later in October 2024, Francesca Albanese, the U.N. Special Rapporteur On the Situation of 

Human Rights in the Palestinian Territories Occupied Since 1967, published her second report of the year, 

Genocide as Colonial Erasure. In her scathing indictment of the colonial State of Israel, she states:  

 

13. Since the previous report of the Special Rapporteur (A/78/545), and despite the ICJ interventions, 

genocidal acts have proliferated. Nearly a year of scorched-earth assault has led to the calculated 

destruction of Gaza: the human, material and environmental cost is unquantifiable.ò 

 

15. The magnitude of destruction in Gaza has prompted allegations of domicide, urbicide, 

scholasticide, medicide, cultural genocide and ecocide. Nearly 40 million tons of debris, including 

unexploded ordnance and human remains, contaminate the ecosystem. More than 140 temporary 

waste sites and 340,000 tons of waste, untreated wastewater and sewage overflow contribute to the 

spread of diseases such as hepatitis A, respiratory infections, diarrhoea and skin diseases. As Israeli 

leaders promised, Gaza has been made unfit for human life. 

 

https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/192/192-20231228-app-01-00-en.pdf
https://undocs.org/en/A/78/545
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In the face of Israelôs feigned retaliatory measures, 1 itôs defiant and brutal ongoing crimes against 

humanity, unprecedented modern horrors and slaughters witnessed daily (referred to as a ñtelevised 

Nakbaò) by the world since October 8, 2023, including assault rifles freely doled out to settlers amidst the 

senseless beatings, shootings, deaths, and hundreds of hostage arrests inside the fortified Westbank and east 

Jerusalem, what would motivate Abella, a seasoned and principled jurist, to make unsubstantiated 

statements? Was Abella perhaps encouraged by the pro-Israel Canadian lobby forces? Did Abella perhaps 

confer with her colleagues at the Raoul Wallenberg Centre for Human Rights, as the Centreôs chairman 

Irwin Cotler, would also publish a similar opinion article the following day? Or did Abella quietly interpret 

the signals? Whatever the motivation, it was a significant gamble. Abellaôs coming óout of the closetô now 

may be interpreted as a significant miscalculation, jeopardizing her professional role and conduct as human 

rights advocate and reputation as a former national jurist. 

 

Two investigative articles published by The Maple on January 29, 2024 revealed some of the influential 

Israeli lobby networks in Canada, networks linked to wealthy Canadian funders. It addresses the twenty-

year-old non-profit, American registered, and Canadian incorporated organization,  

HonestReporting Canada, which functions as ña war room (ñthe war of persuasion,ò ñto control the 

narrativeò) é to act as Israelôs sword and shield.ò óHonestReportingô Canada recently formed ña ñunited 

frontò with Hasbara Canadaò ñto create the Canadian Campus Media Program,ò to ñmonitor campus media 

and respond to coverage deemed to be ñproblematic.ò  

 

The intriguing roles and shenanigans of the ultra-organized and well-funded international Israeli lobby 

networks influencing foreign states (evolving operations conducted for over one hundred years) continue to 

be unearthed, well-researched and well-documented. They are the subject of reams of audio and video 

interviews and documentaries, academic papers, podcasts, investigative articles. The authors exposing the 

creative and multiple manners in which the tentacled networks ódefend the realm of Israel,ô have come 

under repeated attack by óthe lobby.ô Since 2007 alone, the lobby web intrigue has been revealed in at least 

four books:  

 

* The Israel Lobby and U.S. Foreign Policy, by John Mearsheimer and Stephen Walt (2007) 

* Big Israel: How Israelôs Lobby Moves America, by Grant Smith (2016)  

* Israelôs Armor: The Israel Lobby and the First Generation of the Palestine Conflict, by Walter 

   Hixson (2019)  

* Architects of Repression: How Israel and its Lobby put Racism, Violence and Injustice at the Center  

   of U.S. Middle East Policy, by Walter Hixson (2021). 

 

Discussed in Part 2, determined forerunners who exposed the Zionist lobby in Canada some forty years ago 

were individuals such as John Sigler and Peyton Lyon. 

 

Within The Mapleôs January 29, 2024, article, Irving Abella is identified as having been ñon the board of 

directorsò of HonestReporting Canada. He is the late husband of Rosalie Abella, and former and esteemed 

York University history professor and author. The Maple cites an article, Under Pressure, published by the 

Review of Journalism in the summer of 2005, which describes HonestReporting Canada as a ñpro-Israel 

watchdog:ò 

 

ñHonestReporting is an American non-profit organization founded in 2000 by British students of Aish 

HaTorah, an international network of Jewish educational centres. The students were shaken by what 

 
1 I.e.: ñPost-7 October, Israel has framed its military operations in Gaza as a war of self-defence and counter-terrorism against a 

terrorist group. However, it is well established that Israel cannot legitimately invoke self-defence against the population under its 

occupation. The occupying Power must protect, not target, the occupied people.ò Quote from paragraph 70, U.N. Special 

Rapporteur Francesca Albaneseôs October 2024 report, Genocide as Colonial Erasure. 

https://www.thepost.co.nz/nz-news/350115446/un-special-rapporteur-palestine-says-israel-may-have-committed-genocide
https://www.thepost.co.nz/nz-news/350115446/un-special-rapporteur-palestine-says-israel-may-have-committed-genocide
https://www.readthemaple.com/meet-the-billionaire-funded-pro-israel-group-influencing-media/
https://www.readthemaple.com/meet-the-billionaire-funded-pro-israel-group-influencing-media/
https://www.readthemaple.com/here-are-honestreporting-canadas-billionaire-and-millionaire-funders/
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they perceived to be media misrepresentations 

of Israel following the start of the second 

intifada. HR has since separated from Aish 

and now has affiliates in Canada (HRC), 

Brazil, Russia, Italy, and the United States, and 

100,000 subscribers worldwide. All chapters 

espouse the HR mission to ensure ñfair and 

accurateò coverage of Israel in the media. But 

while the organization expects journalists to be 

free of bias, it doesnôt always apply the same 

rules to itself. 

 

In 2003, the Canadian affiliate opened its doors in a one-room office rental on the 17th floor of a 

high-rise building in midtown Toronto. HRC is distinct from its parent organization, with its own 

board of directors, which includes York University history professor Irving Abella (husband of 

Supreme Court Justice Rosalie Abella) and the groupôs two founders, Ken Rotman, co-CEO of 

merchant bank Clairvest Group Inc., and Shmuel Veffer, associate rabbi of the Village Shul in 

Toronto.ò  

 

Apocalyptic scene from Israelôs genocidal, bombing ruins of ñopen-air prisonò Gaza, March 1, 2025. 

Palestinians, during the longest ceasefire since October 2023, are ócelebratingô Ramadan on the perhaps 

longest, continuous temporary, make-shift dining table in history, stretching off into the distance upon a 

hand-hewn pathway, and extending below the photo area. Temporary lights are strung up on either side of 

the festive table. It is a profoundly disturbing historic moment caught on camera.  
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Esraa Abo Qamar, ñPalestinian writer based in Gaza,ò wrote the following excerpts on March 1, 2025, for 

Al Jazeera, Ramadan in Gaza: Ruins and unshakable faith:  

 

ñLast year was not the first time for us to observe Ramadan during a war. In 2014, I was only nine 

years old, but I remember very well how our Ramadan nights were filled with air strikes and 

destruction and how we had to rush out of our home in the dark, fleeing the bombing in our 

neighbourhood. 

But Ramadan last year [2024] was different. It was unimaginably worse. Hunger was everywhere. We 

fasted the entire day, only to break our fast with a can of hummus or beans shared between six 

people. With no electricity, we would chew the tasteless canned food in the dark. We would barely 

see each otherôs faces across the table. 

Ramadan was stripped of its joyous spirit. We longed to hear the adhan (call to prayer) at Maghrib 

before breaking our fast or at Fajr before starting it. But those sounds never came. Every mosque was 

destroyed. There were 

people who wanted to 

do the adhan, but they 

were afraid ï afraid that 

the sound of their 

voices would bring air 

strikes, that it would 

make them targets. 

Instead of breaking our 

fast to the familiar 

sound of the muezzin 

on the loudspeakers of 

the nearby mosque, we 

broke it to the terrifying 

echoes of missiles and 

gunfire. 

But last year, there was nowhere we could go to pray tarawih amid the genocide. 

Even the Great Omari Mosque ï one of Gazaôs most beautiful and historic mosques, where my father 

and brothers used to spend the final 10 nights of Ramadan, listening to the Quran recited in the most 

beautiful voices ï was gone, bombed into ruins, shattered beyond recognition. The place that once 

echoed with prayers and peace was turned into dust and rubble. 

This yearôs Ramadan begins during a ceasefire. There are no air strikes shaking the earth as we break 

our fast. No explosions reverberating in the silence of Fajr. No fear of decorating our homes, of 

hanging colourful lights that might make us a target.  

More than 48,000 people have been killed during the war. Entire families have been wiped from the 

civil registry and will not observe Ramadan this year. At so many iftar tables, there will be an empty 

seat: a father whose voice calling his children to the table will never be heard again, a son whose 

impatience to break his fast will never be seen again or a mother whose skilled hands will never 

prepare delicious food again. 

The festive spirit is gone, but the core of Ramadan is here. This month is a chance to step away from 

distractions and concerns of ordinary life and reconnect with our faith. It is a time of forgiveness. It is 

a time to seek closeness to God and spiritual resilience. 

Our mosques may have been destroyed, but our faith has not been broken. We will still be doing 

tarawih in half-destroyed homes and tents, whispering all our wishes in duaôa and seeking comfort in 

reciting the Quran, knowing that Allah will reward us for all the suffering we have endured.ò 
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Part. 2.  The Abellas and the Engaging Moments and Movements of 1988 (following) 
 

The 1989 book, The Domestic Battleground: Canada and the Arab-Israeli Conflict, contains a collection of 

stimulating essays, the last of which is called ñCanada and the Arab-Israeli Conflict: A Discussion with 

Irving Abella and John Sigler.ò The essayôs introduction summarizes that it ñpresents a discussion between 

the historian, Irving Abella, and the political scientist, John Sigler, about the broad contours of Canadaôs 

diplomacy in the region, the power of domestic interest groups in the making of policy, and the initiatives 

that might be taken in the future:ò 

 

The discussion places the groups, institutions, and events described in the book into a broader context 

and suggests the degree to which continuity has triumphed over change in Canadaôs Middle East 

policy. Abella stresses the strong moral commitment that Canada has had to Israelôs survival and 

argues that this should remain a cornerstone of Canadaôs approach to the region. Sigler 

emphasizes the disenfranchisement of the Palestinians and the responsibility that he feels Canada has 

to help to resolve the resulting dilemma. 
 

The ñdiscussionò is a polite and rigorous sequential question and answer discourse by the two historians: 

Abella defending the State of Israel, and Sigler advocating the merits and rights of Palestinians. Both men 

were public figures followed in the Canadian press and media concerning Israelôs repression of Palestinians 

before, during, and following 1988. In the opening segment of the essay, two questions are asked of Irving 

Abella concerning ñCanadaôs interests in the Middle Eastò and their importance ñin the larger scheme of 

Canadian foreign policy.ò Abella states: 

 

ñThe third interest Canada has in the Middle East - and one that is not nearly as important as the other 

two but should be - is a moral one. Israel is a democracy, the only one in the area. There are so few 

democratic nations in the world that we have a moral obligation to support those that exist, especially 

one whose values - liberty, justice, equality - we share. Obviously, this does not mean underwriting 

all the policies of that government, but it does mean total support if the survival of that democracy is 

in question.ò  

 

John Sigler takes his cues from Abella, and counters with the following: 

 

ñIrving raises the importance of moral considerations in Canadaôs concern with the Middle East. é 

His primary emphasis is on the moral obligation to support Israel as a democratic state, although he 

recognizes that does not mean support for policies of Israel which we regard as inconsistent with our 

values. How a state treats its own minorities is a critical element in judging the effectiveness of 

its democratic practices, and here Israeli practices towards its own Arab minority as well as the 

Palestinian population in the occupied territories have aroused increasing concern among civil 

rights organizations in Israel and abroad. é The Canadian government, along with the 

international community generally, has certainly sharpened its criticism of Israeli policies, 

particularly on what is seen as the excessive use of force against a civilian population. é Canadaôs 

present position on the Palestinians is somewhat different from the American position, and thatôs 

because we didnôt have to negotiate in 1975, as Mr. Kissinger did, a second withdrawal agreement 

from the Sinai, in which he put in a secret protocol that the United States would not negotiate with or 

recognize the PLO [Palestine Liberation Organization].ò 

 

Sigler, though wrong about Palestinians as a ñminority,ò points out the following:  

 

ñThere have been visible differences within the Canadian Jewish community over Israeli policies 

toward the Palestinians. The Canada-Israel Committee has long taken a position that it does not 

criticize Israeli policies, which is consistent with its position as an interest group. But Israelis 
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themselves are deeply divided on the right policies to follow and that division is readily translated 

into the Jewish community in Canada. As in Israel, many in the Canadian Jewish community are 

wrestling with the agonizing question: ñIs the continuing suffering of the Palestinians to be the 

price of the existence of a Jewish stateò?ò 

 

There were two prominent political forces at work as to why the 1989 Arab-Israeli Conflict book of essays 

was published. The first and largest influence of course had to do with the óFirst Intifadaô (First 

óAwakeningô) in Israel that painfully dragged on from December 1987 to September 1993, and the resulting 

international publicity and public backlash resulting from the Israeli military, police and settler brutality 

upon the Palestinians, the subject of ongoing, daily publicity in Canadian media chains. The abusive 

violence in Israel, amidst violence taking place across the planet, was disturbing the public masses, creating 

deep-felt anxieties and societal agitations, leading to the formation of advocacy groups, countless meetings 

and presentations, marches and demonstrations in the streets, and the pivoting and maneuvering of political 

figures and statements.  

 

The second force had to do with a politically charged incident, what two prominent federal Canadian 

politicians stated before a jam-packed audience at a special conference held on March 10, 1988, hosted by 

the Canada-Israel Committee for its 13th annual meeting, where Israelôs United Nations ambassador 

Benjamin Netanyahu gave the main address. The statements by the two Members of Parliament who 

criticized the State of Israel, resulted in a sudden tidal wave of concerns and responses across Canada, not 

going unnoticed by the mandarins at the U. S. State Department. Their statements, summarized in the 

Toronto Star on March 9, 1988, Palestinian clashes cast shadow over Canada-Israel gala, were prompted 

by one or two recent reports presented to a special federal parliamentary committee.  

 

ñThere has been an unprecedented rash of statements in the House of Commons critical of Israel from 

Conservative and New Democratic Party MPs. One Tory MP [Joe Clark] has equated Israelôs 

actions with South Africaôs human rights violations against blacks. Two groups of Canadian 

politicians have come back from visits to the Middle East highly critical of Israeli policies in 

dealing with the Palestinian protests in the occupied territories. é  Both groups of 

Parliamentarians plan to make reports to External Affairs Minister Joe Clark on human rights 

violations on the West Bank and in Gaza. é there has been a Liberal [Party] silence reflecting the 

deep divisions in the caucus, whose chairman Marcel Prudôhomme is pro-Arab. Four of his 
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colleagues are Jewish. é Toronto MP Lynn McDonald presented a report, described as hard-hitting 

but fair, that generated what one participant called an ñanimated discussion.ò 

 

Vancouver MP Svend Robinson, who 

visited the Israeli-occupied West Bank 

with the Canada-Arab Parliamentary 

group, has said the Israeli army ñbasically 

is out of control.ò He apparently took a 

strong line against Israel in the caucus 

meeting. In the Commons, the partyôs 

foreign affairs critic, Bill Blaikie, a United 

Church minister from Winnipeg, has been 

tough on Israel. é MP Howard McCurdy, 

of Windsor, has talked about the 

ñbankruptcyò of Israel policy. Among the 

Tories, Bud Jardine of New Brunswick 

asked the Commons on January 20 to 

ñexpress its rage and indignationò against 

an Israeli blockage of food for 

Palestinian camps. On February 26, he 

told the Commons, ñI plead for the 

government to show the same 

leadership against human rights 

violations in Palestine as it has shown 

and demonstrated in South Africa.ò é 

Chairman Bill Winegard, respected Tory 

MP from Guelph, said é ñmost 

Canadians are shocked by what they see 

on television.ò   

 

The Toronto Star article, published the day 

before the Canada-Israel Committee gala 

meeting, stated that Middle East scholar and Carleton University professor John Sigler was a signatory to a 

February 1988 ñnational advertisement é by the Canadian Coalition for Palestinian Human rights,ò an ad 

that ñlashed out at Israeli violence:ò  

 

ñThe Arab-Israeli issue has been redefined as one of human rights and that is the first time that 

has happened,ò said John Sigler. é Sigler noted the ad carried more labor union names that might 

have been expected a year ago, as well as Jewish names from such organizations as Jews for a Just 

Peace and Canadian Jewish Outlook. 

 

On January 19, 1988, just over a month after the initiation of the First Intifada, the Toronto Star printed 

Irving Abellaôs opinion article, Why itôs not all Israelôs Fault. Abella wrote,  

 

ñThe Palestinians must also share the blame for their misfortunes. Forty years ago, they were offered 

a state alongside the newly created Jewish state and rejected it, opting instead to drive the Jews out. 

They failed. Twenty years later, in 1967 Israel offered to swap its newly captured territories for peace. 

Again, the Arabs refused, promising more war instead. Ten years ago, the Palestinians turned down 

the autonomy plan offered them in the Camp David Accords, a plan some observers argued would 

have ultimately led to sovereignty. And I fear that the purpose of the present rioting is not so 

much to get the Jews out of Gaza and the West Bank as it is to get them out of Israel.ò 
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Some Canadian Jewish academics raised 

the thorny issue of anti-Semitism. Irving 

Abella and Irwin Cotler, both former 

chairmen of Canadian Professors for 

Peace in the Middle East, were amongst 

those doing so. Cotlerôs ongoing 

pronouncements of anti-Semitism 

blaming would later reach a culmination 

point in 2006 when the National Post 

published a full-page article on 

September 12, written by Cotler, The 

Disgrace of Durban ï Five Years Later. 

Following speaking engagements in 

1988, Irving Abella, at a conference on 

world anti-Semitism held at McGill University on February 19, 1989, said: ñrecent events in the Middle 

East have prompted a rise in overt Canadian anti-Semitism by providing socially acceptable opportunities 

for people with latent anti-Semitic bias to express it. He said Jews need to ñscream outò when anti-Semitic 

ideas are expressed. ñWe have a vocal Jewish community and a wealthy Jewish community. We have 

people with connections. And we should use them.ò The February 20, 1989, Montreal Gazette news article 

also quoted Yehuda Bauer, ñwho heads a centre for the study of anti-Semitism at the Hebrew University of 

Jerusalem. é said he thinks the Israeli government occasionally has misused the memory of the 

Second World War slaughter of the Jews for its own political purposes.ò     
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In answer to daily violence reported within the apartheid 

regime of Israel, where, at the time, international 

journalists, human rights advocates and foreign 

dignitaries were permitted to freely access and roam, 

in sharp contrast to later restrictions during Israeli 

military operations, Canadian Jewish citizens formed 

Jews for a Just Peace on February 1, 1988.  
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The Calgary-based 

Jewish Star newspaper 

also criticized the 

Canada-Israel 

Committee (ñThe CIC 

Fails Again,ò March 1, 

1988). It said that the 

CIC, which was 

ñestablished in 1967 as a 

lobby group for Israel in 

this country,ò 

representing ñ(from a 

structural viewpoint) 

Bônai Brith Canada, the 

Canadian Jewish 

Congress, and the 

Canadian Zionist 

Federation,ò was 

misleading Canadian 

Jewry by spreading 

rumours without 

contextual information.  
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In an earlier February 1, 1988, letter printed in the Ottawa 

Citizen, Peyton Lyon said Canadaôs ñgreatest factorò in its 

inability to ñpress Israelò was ñalmost certainlyò due to: 

ñthe exceptional effectiveness of the Canada-Israel 

Committee (CIC), the lobby acting in the name of the 1.4 

percent of the Canadian people whose ethnic origins are 

Jewish. The CIC is well financed, well informed, and 

thoroughly professional. Its supporters are largely 

concentrated in a handful of constituencies that, at least in 

the minds of the politicians, are likely to vote for the party 

that is most supportive of Israel.ò It was the CIC which 

had scheduled a large meeting and gala dinner some five 

weeks later. 

 

With the national publicity of External Affairs Minister Joe 

Clarkôs criticism of Israel at the March 11, 1988, Canada-

Israel Committee gala event, came journalistic scrutiny 

and repeated mention of the ñJewish lobby.ò Descriptives 

such as ñinfluential,ò ñpowerful,ò ñwell-heeled,ò and ñnear 

omnipotenceò appeared in newsprint about the lobby 

ñumbrella organizationò of the Canada-Israel Committee, 

composed of its trio body members, Bônai Brith Canada, 

the Canadian Zionist Federation, and the Canadian Jewish 

Congress.  

 

ñMillions have witnessed the atrocities from their 

living rooms and can attest to the transformation of 

oppressed into oppressor. Canadians as a whole will 

not take kindly to a group that declines to censure 

violent oppression.ò 2 

 

The Canadian Israeli lobby manufactured March 11 as a 

crisis event ï almost like a mini 9/11 moment ï and went 

into propaganda management. Canada has never since 

recovered: resulting from the organized engagements of 

lobbying and narrative reframing 

that followed. The lobby built its 

trenches. 

 

Michael Crelinsten, the executive 

director of the Canadian Jewish 

Congress Quebec Region, 

responded to a letter printed in the 

April 18, 1988, edition of the 

National Post. Crelinstenôs letter of 

May 30, 1988:  

 

ñMr. [Richard] Stewart also 

claims that the Jewish lobby is 

 
2 Israel lobbyists hit wrong target, Vancouver Province, March 13, 1988. 
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ñever quick to claim racist overtonesò to any criticism of Israel and yet it supports the systematic 

oppression and dispossession of the Palestinian people. Let me assure Mr. Stewart that our response 

to criticism of Israel has not been to claim racism but rather to, in a reasoned fashion, request of the 

government and the media that they simply present the events in the Middle East in a fair, balanced 

and contextual fashion. 

 

I would also point out that neither the Jewish community of Canada, nor the U.S. nor anywhere else, 

much less the Jewish community of Israel, supports the systematic ñoppressionò of the Palestinians. 

Rather, the Israelis have been forced, against their desire, into an occupation of the terrorists, 

and have encouraged for more than 20 years in what is a singularly enlightened occupation.ò 

 

The repeated exposure of ñthe Jewish lobbyò (later properly identified as óthe Israeli lobbyô) in Canadian 

print media hit a nerve. McGill University sociology professor Morton Weinfeld came to the rescue, 

reframing and countering the notion of a powerful Israel lobby as ñmyth,ò with a shameless 

corresponding opportunity to label External Affairs Minister and former Prime Minister Clark as a 

promoter of antisemitism. Nine days before his own opinion article appeared in the National Post, 

Toronto Star newspaper contributor Val Sears primed Weinfeldôs views into the print media arena, saying: 

ñthe idea that it [ñthe Jewish lobby in Canadaò] is very powerful is a myth.ò  

 

ñWe do not control government policy [ñsays Bob Willmot, national executive director of the 

Canada-Israel Committeeò]. The idea that the Canada-Israel Committee gets what it wants is 

nonsense.ò 

The Canada-Israel Committee will not make its budget public, but its staffers and its lobbyists are 

high-profile on Parliament Hill. ñLobbying is not a dirty word,ò says sociologist Weinfeld. ñIt 

enhances our democratic system. There are no lobbies in a totalitarian state.ò é Together, the three 

organizations [ñthe Canadian Jewish Congress, with its headquarters in Montreal, and the Jewish 
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service organization Bônai Brithò and the Committee] constitute ñthe Jewish lobby,ò a concept that 

has taken on an almost mythic quality in Canadian politics.ò 

[The lobbyôs] principal tactic is regular one-on-one lobbying of MPs by two staffers, Simon Kahn 

and Shimon Vogel, and the sponsored trips to Israel for MPs. ñWe take about 14 MPs a year to 

Israel,ò says Willmot. ñWe pay their fare and local food and lodging. The cost is about $2,200 a trip 

each.ò 3 

 

ñJoe Clarkôs public criticism of Israeli human rights violations on the West Bank and Gaza at a 

gathering of the Canada-Israel Committee, and the hostile reaction of his Jewish audience, has led 

some editorialists to raise the old bogey of dual loyalty and the myth of an omnipotent Jewish lobby. 

é It is commonly acceptable to tar lobbies with the labels of ñspecial interestsò who are somehow 

actively distorting the political process, obscuring the national interest. Nonsense, Lobby 

organizations represent the interests of groups of citizens. é lobbying activity is the political process 

in a democracy. 

What is unprecedented is the widespread impression that in making those remarks Clark displayed 

special courage é Such comments reek of antisemitism and represent the highbrow complement to 

the vulgar Jewish conspiracy theories peddled by hate mongers.ò 4 

 

Weinfeld would later serve on the board of advisors with ISGAP, the Institute for the Study of Global 

Antisemitism & Policy, alongside numerous board advisors such as Irwin Cotler, Alan Dershowitz, Gil 

Troy, and Irving Abella. In an April 18 letter of response to Weinfeldôs March 28 opinion article, Richard 

Stewart wrote: ñThe Jewish lobby is ever quick to claim antiracist overtones in any criticism of Israel, and 

yet it supports the systematic oppression and dispossession of the Palestinian people.ò 

 

Another editorial by Vale Sears in the Toronto Star went further, framing and equating the Jewish lobby as 

just another ordinary ethnic lobby, part of a ñmulticultural nation.ò  

 

ñIn a controversial study last year of attitudes held by external 

affairs officials towards the Middle East, Carleton University 

professor Peyton Lyon asked: ñWho does make Canadaôs 

Middle East policy?ò The answer, from a small sample of 

respondents, gives the ñJewish Canadian communityò top 

billing, behind the Prime Minister, the cabinet and the 

department itself.ò 5 

 

Peyton Lyon fired off a response letter in the Toronto Star, Canada 

quiet on Palestiniansô rights, posted on July 21, 1988: 

 

ñVal Sears now recognizes that the power of the Jewish lobby is more than ñmyth.ò é In both word 

and figures, I reported that the influence rating of the Jewish community was ahead of all other 

inputs, and by a considerable margin. é [Sears] might have noted that the response came largely 

from a senior level, mostly ex-ambassadors and deputy ministers. é Most External officials believe 

that the lobbyôs pressure has resulted in an unfortunate tilt toward Israel in our policies. 

Evidence for this is the fact that Canada is the only country, apart from Israel and the U.S., that 

refused to support Palestinian self-determination. Its contacts with the Palestinian Liberation 

Organization, moreover, are kept at an insulting low level, lower than that of our European allies and 

the Vatican. 

 
3 Myths make Jewish lobby appear mightier than it is, Toronto Star, March 19, 1988. 
4 The racist bogey of ódual loyalty,ô National Post, opinion by Morton Weinfeld, March 28, 1988. 
5 Powerful Jewish lobby a model for other groups, July 4, 1988. 

òWhy is Canada so 
bold when it comes to 
human rights in South 
Africa and the Soviet 
Union and so quiet, as 
a rule, about the rights 
of Palestinians?ó 
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By December 1988, nine months after 

Joe Clarkôs speech at the óCanada-

Israel galaô event, the Canadian Press 

received an advanced copy of an essay 

included in a book expected to be 

published in the Spring of 1989 on 

ñCanadaôs Middle East policy.ò The 

essay, authored by John Kirton and 

Peyton Lyon, ñPerceptions of the 

Middle East in the Department of 

External Affairs and Mulroneyôs Policy 

1984-1988,ò was one of many essays 

in the book, The Domestic 

Battleground: Canada and the Arab-Israeli Conflict, as referenced above in another of the bookôs essays 

featuring Irving Abella. 

 

ñCanadian foreign policy in the Middle East is influenced more by the Canadian Jewish community 

than by the prime minister, the cabinet, public opinion or the media, suggests a survey of current and 

former senior officials from the Department of External Affairs. As a result, itôs biased in favor of 

Israel and stops Canada from making a meaningful contribution to a peaceful solution of the Arab-

Israel conflict, the report quotes the majority of officials as concluding. 

 

Occasionally, the views expressed by the officials were stated in strong, undiplomatic language. One 

participant said the Canadian Jewish community had bordered on ñtreasonò in the pressure it 

exerted on the government to take measures to counteract the Arab boycott of Israel. Another said 

the pro-Israel lobby group, the Canada-Israel Committee, used ñblackmailò in promoting its 

position. 

 

[Peyton] Lyon said that while External Affairs co-operated with him in similar surveys in the past, in 

this case top officials instructed department employees not to fill out the questionnaire. ñThey 

did everything possible to block it,ò he said. ñThey sent a telegram to everyone in the department to 

ignore the questionnaire.ò 

 

The participants also said media coverage of the Middle East is biased. Only five people considered it 

ñobjectiveò or even ñrelativelyò objective. Not one said the media favored the Arabs.ò 6 

 

ñThe strongest perception of imbalance was expressed by former ambassadors and officers who had 

served in Israel,ò it [the study] continues. The officials are almost unanimous in saying that there 

can be no ñeffective settlement if the Palestinians are not allowed a territorial homeland with 

full self-government.ò 

 

But a spokesman for the Canada-Israel Committee said itôs empirically false that the Jewish 

community exerts more influence than all these other organizations. ñOn many issues, we havenôt 

been effective,ò said Paul Michaels, citing External Affairs Minister Joe Clarkôs stinging 

criticism of Israel last March. Clarkôs remarks that Israel was violating human rights with its 

treatment of Palestinian refugees on the West Bank sparked a wave of protest from Jewish 

organizations across Canada. ñThe foreign policy of the country in respect to the Middle East is not 

dictated by the Jewish community at all,ò Michaels said. 

 

 
6 Jewish lobby credited with influence on Mid-East policy, Alberni Valley Times, December 14, 1988. 
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But Lyon, a former External Affairs official, said in an interview: ñCanadian diplomats perceive 

Canadian interests in the Middle East to have suffered from a pro-Jewish bias which is the result of 

an influential and effective Jewish lobby. ñI canôt recall a single person in External Affairs who 

has taken a different view. é There are suspicious minds who will tell you I was selective with the 

people I interviewed but no one at External Affairs will tell you that.ò Lyon, who worked on the 

German desk at External Affairs until 1959, before joining the faculties of the University of Western 

Ontario and, later, Carleton University, has written several books on Canadian foreign policy.ò 7  

 

In Peyton Lyonôs January 28, 

1989, follow-up letter to the 

editor with the Ottawa Citizen, 

he explained that the reference 

to the ñone participantò 

mentioned in the quote above, 

responsible for stating the 

óharshô word ñtreasonò in 

relation to Jewish-Canadian 

lobbying, was made by an 

official from the Department 

of External Affairs, and that 

his comment was sourced 

from ña paper given in June 

1987 to an academic body.ò 

Lyon commented that ñsuch 

harsh language was rareò by 

Department officials.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
7 Mideast policy dominated by Jews: study, The Gazette, December 14, 1988. 
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2.1. The Societal Promotion of Rosalie Abella 

 

As the Palestinian Intifada was unfolding under 

media spotlights, at the end of the 1988 calendar 

year Rosalie Abella became center stage, 

óchosenô to moderate the big national election 

debate televised on three Canadian networks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abellaôs anchor assignment to moderate 

the future candidate of the Canadian  

State would elevate and forever alter her 

societal recognition. This recognition,  

and ensuing domino recognitions,  

would later assist in her candidacy for  

the Supreme Court of Canada, chosen 

in 2004 by her and her husbandôs friend, 

Irwin Cotler, the Minister of Justice. 
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