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B. C. TAP WATER ALLIANCE  
            Caring for, Monitoring, and Protecting  

          British Columbiaôs Community Water Supply Sources 

                                     Email ï info@bctwa.org                                    

                                  Website ï www.bctwa.org 

                      

BACKGROUNDER, MAY 1 4, 2018: 

PEACHLAND CREEK COMMUNITY WATERSHED  

 

This Backgrounder document collection of primarily photographs and a few newspaper clippings and 

correspondence is to accompany the BC Tap Water Allianceôs May 14, 2018 letter to government May 14, 

2018 letter to government and a media release, Alliance Calls on Government to End Logging, Road Building, 

and Mining Speculation in the Peachland Creek Community Watershed. 

The Backgrounder begins with three parts, featuring the lower, middle, and upper sections of the Peachland 

watershed:  

1. The lower portions of the Munro Forest Service Road, near the water intake, where two landslides 

occurred and other road damages nearby;  

2. The Greata Creek tributary watershed, where Tolko Forest Industries Ltd. has conducted almost all of 

the clearcut logging and road construction. Also, the Glen Lake area where mineral exploration is 

occurring.  

3. The upper Peachland watershed showing the Wilson Lakes to Brenda Mine areas. 

At the beginning of each section is a map identifying the locations of clearcut logging operations and the 

forest licensees. Logging dates, road building dates, and distance scales are not included. Not included are 

additional logging and road building proposals scheduled for the remainder of 2018. On each watershed 

section map are numbers showing locations of selected photographs taken over a period of two weeks (April 

27 ï May 10, 2018). Photo imagery quality was reduced to manage the Backgrounder file size. 

Following these three sections are older correspondence and newspaper clippings, with concerns about 

logging, cattle grazing and the Brenda Mine. 

The author of this Backgrounder has provided a short history of Okanagan drinking water protection and 

resource use conflicts in his September 2013 report, The Big Eddy. In this hyperlink to the Big Eddy report, 

readers should look to and download pdf Chapters 2 and 4 which feature the Okanagan history.  

 

Will Koop,  

B.C. Tap Water Alliance, 

May 14, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bctwa.org/
http://www.bctwa.org/May%2014,%202018%20Peachland%20Letter%20to%20Ministers.pdf
http://www.bctwa.org/May%2014,%202018%20Peachland%20Letter%20to%20Ministers.pdf
http://www.bctwa.org/May%2014,%202018%20Media%20Release,%20Peachland%20Creek.pdf
http://www.bctwa.org/May%2014,%202018%20Media%20Release,%20Peachland%20Creek.pdf
http://www.bctwa.org/BigEddy.html


2 
 

Map 1: The District of Peachlandôs Community Drinking Watersheds, Peachland and Trepanier Creeks. (Map 

source: Peachland Creek and Trepanier Creek Watershed Assessment Report for Drinking Water Source 

Protection, by Golder Associates, May 19, 2010, pdf page 113.)  
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PART 1: THE LOWER MUNRO FOREST SERVICE ROAD  

Map 2: The lower Peachland Creek Watershed, with Munro Forest Service access road. 

Photo 1 (April 30, 2018). District of Peachland signage near water intake and settling ponds. The District is 

investing approximately $24 million public tax-dollars in a new water treatment plant. 
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Photos 2 to 5 (April 27, 2018). Just before the first switchback, recent landslide (down to right) and collapse of glacial 

till and silt onto road. Signs near the area. 
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Photo stitch 6 (April 30, 2018). This landslide occurred on or about March 28, 2017. It measures about 110 

feet in elevation, and about 85 feet wide at the top of the road. According to government correspondence, 

about 1,200 cubic meters of material fell into Peachland (Deep) Creek. The location is less than one kilometer 

from the District of Peachlandôs water intake. Turbidity readings at the intake exceeded 500 NTU as a result. 
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Photo Stiches 7 and 8 (April 27, 2018). Above: Looking from the top of the switchback down to the 2017 

landslide. Concrete blocks were placed to protect vehicles. Below: New, and second, landslide, to the right of 

road, which occurred about April 22, 2018. 



7 
 

 

 

 

Photo 9 (April 30, 2018). The aerial shows the switchback road and the two recent landslides. To the right of 

photo is where the old creek channel was altered by heavy machinery to move it away from the first landslide 

area. 
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Photo stitch 10 (April 30, 2018). Looking across at the April 2018 landslide from north side of Peachland 

Creek. The dotted black line at top of photo indicates logging road location. This second landslide is about 20 

feet wider than the first, and slightly smaller in height, around 90 feet in elevation. No estimates of material 

volume for this landslide is yet provided. 
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Photos 11 and 12 (April 30, 2018). From one to two kilometers above the Munro switchback, about 5 culverts 

were blocked by cutslope materials and debris. Cutslope slumping of fine glaciolacustrine silts and till were 

transported far down the road, which had little to no ditching, creating long, wide wash torrents during snow 

melt. Below, a culvert, recently and partially cleared by maintenance workers, still shows signs of blockage. 
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Photos 13 to 15 (April 30, 2018). Multiple scenes showing 

cutslope slumping and resulting culvert blockages, with 

culverts recently and partially cleared by maintenance crew. 
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Photo stitch 16 and photo 17 (April 30, 2018). Road failure around the 3.5-kilometer mark on Munro Road. 

Debris has fallen into stream channel above Peachland Creek. The Princeton access road is seen in distance to 

left. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


